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^ ADVERTISEMENT. 



I 



THE following Jhort work is an attempt 
to point out the principal caufes of an 
event which has had a conjiderable infiu^ 
ence on the general interejis of Europe^ 
and long engaged a great Jhare of the 
public curiojity. 

The IntroduSiiony is a flight flietch of the 
DutchConflitution^ of which fome knowledge 
is necejfaryy in order to comprehend the 
views and principles of the two parties in 
the Republic. 

TheFirfl SeSiion contains^ a curfory view of 
the Dutch Hiflory^ from the year 1747, 
when the Stadtholderate was renewed ^ in 
the perfon of William the Fourth^ to the 
year 1780 — the Second comprehends the 
four following years — and the Thirds 
Fourth^ and Fifth j confain the hiflory of 
^ the years ^ 17851 1786, and 1787, 
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THE different parts which conilitufe 
theRepublic of the Seven United Pro- 
vinces, appear to have experienced very 
little change fince their original formation. 
During the dominion of the houfes of Bur- 
gundy and Auftria, the fovereign was fepa- 
rately received in each province j and in each , 
the great feudal land-holders, combining 
with the towns, had procured certain pri- 
vileges vyhich the fovereign bound himfelf 
by oath to maintain. By the union of 
Utrecht the fovereignty was transferred to 
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11 I N T R O D UvC t 1 O N. 

the Provinces themfclves> and thofe ufages 
which before fubfifted as privileges, became 
the effence of their feveral conftittitions. 

Each province is governed by its ftates, 
which are differently compofed in the dif- 
ferent provinces. The peculiarities bjr 
which they are diftinguilhed will be ex- 
plained hereafter; but in the mean time, a 
general idea of the whole may be formed 
from a defcription of the government of 
Holland, a province which has been the 
theatre of every revolution in the republic. 

The States of Holland arc compded of 
the nobles, and ot the deputies of the 
towns. The nobles form a body which 
cledts its own members, from whom it is 
required to prove the nobility df their 
birth, and their property in fiefs of a cer- 
tain value, fituated within the province^ 
They poffefs colle<5tively one vote in the 
• Provincial States ; they likewife fend a 
deputy to the States General; another to 
the Council of State; another to the 

Council 
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Council of Deputies ; and one to each of 
the Admiralties of Rotterdam and Am- 
llerdam. They name two counfellors in 
the Court of Juftice, and two directors of 
the Eaft India Company. 

The towns in this province have theif 
diftind ufages and laws, but in general all 
have their Council or Senate, their Bailiff, 
their Burgomafters, and their Echevins. 

The Council or Senate is a body more or 
lefs numerous, in which rcfides the whole 
jpower of legiilation within the town ;, to 
it are likewife referred the refolutions taken 
in the ftates of the province, ahd it is con- 
fulted on thofe that remain to be taken. 
A feat in this council continues during life^ 
and is a qualification for executing all the 
different offices in the republic. 

The Bailiffs were <*iginally officers 

ehofen annually by the counts of Holland, 

to colled; their revenues, and to reprefent 

them in the courts of juftice : and it is 

B a probably 
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probaUy for this reafon, that in moft of the 
towns of the province, they are confidered as 
the firft magiftrates in point of dignity. It is 
in their name that all criminal accufations 
and complaints in civil caufes are exhi- 
bited. They ufually prefide in the Council 
of Burgomafters and Echevins, which dif- 
tributes the principal offices in the gift of 
the town, and is the only tribunal at 
which the burghers can be tried. The 
Bailiff's office is ufually triennial. 

The Burgomaflers are the magiflrates 
charged with the whole direAion of the 
police and finances of the town, and the 
Echevins, the adminiftrators of civil and 
criminal juflice ; fo that thefc three orders 
of magiflrates divide amongft them the 
executive power. At Artifterdam the 
Council, or Vroodjhap^ eledjs its own mem-r 
bers without any intervention of the Stadt- 
holder. Of the. four Burgomafters three 
are chofen annually, and the fourth re-, 
mains in office two years. They ace 
ele^ed by a majority of what is called the 

Old 
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Old Council, confifting of thofe who have 
already exercifed the office of Burgomafter 
or Echevin. The Bailiff, or haut officier^ is 
alfo appointed by the council, and does 
not take place of the Burgomaflers. The 
Echevins, of whom there are nine, are 
chofen by the Stadthojder, from a double 
number of perfons nominated by the fe- 
nate. In mof! of the other tow'ns all thefc 
magiftratcs are chofen in the fame manner 
as the Echevins ; and in many it is cuf- 
tomary for the council to choofe for its 
members fuch perfons only as are recom- 
mended by the Stadtholder. 

. Eighteen towns pofTefs the right of de- 
puting to the States of Holland ; confe- 
quently there arc in this afTembly nineteen 
votes, including that of the nobles. The 
|)erfons of the deputies during the fitting 
of the States are facred ; they have gene- 
ral inflriicaions for their condudt, and de- 
cide on common queflions by a plurality 
of voices ; but on great occafions their 
unanimity is necefTaiy. The Penfionary 

B3 of 



VI INTRODUCTION, 

of Holland, or Great Penfionarjr, officiates 
as fpeaker in this ajGTembly : he pronounces^ 
the opinion of the college of nobles, re-- 
ceivcs and delivers the propofals of the 
tovirns, fums up the arguments, and cqI-» 
lefts the votes. The States are at.prefent 
almoft Gonftantly ^ffemhled. In former 
times they met only four times in the 
year, and were convoked by the Gi^am^ 
mtteerde-Raaden^ or council of deputies. 

This council is compofed of ten members, 
one of which is deputed by the nobles of 
the province, and nine from the towns. 
The Great Penfionary officiates in this af- 
fembly, in the fame manner as in tku of 
the States, whofe place it occafionally fup^ 
plies. Its peculiar office is to regulate tho 
finances, and fuperintend the troops in the 
province. A iimilar council is eftablifhcd 
at Hoorn, in North Holland, and tho 
members of thefe two, councils united, de^ 
liberate with the deputies of the States on 
the finances of the province. 

Such 



INTRODUCTION^ Vil 

Such is the government of the province 
of Holland. It is an affemblage of fevenil 
Confederate municipal governments, in 
which the jegiflative and executive powere 
are held, by an oligarchy, independent of 
the people, but fubjed, in different degrees, 
to the influence, though not to the con- 
troul, bf the Stadtholder. 

Though this is riot the place to defcribe 
the ccMiftitutions x>f the other provinces, it 
may be pr<:^r to mention, that there are 
three which at prefent differ from Hol- 
land, as to a very important privilege^ 
Thefe are, Guelderland, Utrecht, and 
Overyffel, which are comyxonly called the 
Provinces aux Reglemens. In thefe pro- 
vinces the magiftrates of the towns are 
appointed immediately by the Stadtholder, 
inftead of being feleded by him, as in: 
Holland, from a double or treble number 
of candidates nominated by the councils** 
He has likewife the right of removing the 
magiftrates fo chofen, after a certain num- 
ber of yeatcb which varies in each province, 
B 4 Thefe 
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Thefc regulktions, which were drawn up 
by the Penlionary Fagcl, under the direc- 
tion of William the. Third, and eftabliflied 
in 1 674, were the price which the three 
provinces paid for their re-admiffiori to the 
union, from which they had been fepa- 
rated by fubmitting to France in 167a; 
and the objedt of them was, to eflablifh a 
balance of power between the province of 
Holland and the Stadtholder, to enable 
them, when united, to govern the republic, 
and to prevent either of them, when at 
variance, from gaining too great an in- 
fluence. 

The Seven Provinces cbnfidcred as a re-' 
public, are governed by the affembly of 
the States General, in which each province 
has one vote, whatever may be the num- 
ber of deputies by which that vote is con- 
veyed. Thefe deputies are paid by the 
province they reprefent ; they are fufnifh- 
ed with general inftrudions, but are bound 
tt) demand, on important occafion^, the 
orders of their conftituents, to whom they 

are 
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iarc in all cafes attnenable for their condudl* 
The principal deputy of each province 
prefides by rotation during a week in this 
affembly. The Greffier\ or fecretary of 
the States, and the Great Penfionary, iti 
quality of ordinary deputy from the pK>« 
vince of Holland, aflift every day at their 
meetings. Both thcfe places are for life; 
ias are the millions of the deputy from the 
«cclefiaftical body in tbe province of 
Utrecht, and thofe of the depQties from 
the nobles of Utrecht and Holland. The 
others are only for a term of years. 

In the territories of the Generality, by 
'which are meant the countries which^ have 
been annexed to the republic fince the 
union, the States General reprefent' the 
Sovereign : they - have the entire dire<9ioa 
of the troops, name the governors of the 
towns, and, in fome inftances, appoint the 
magiftrates. They likewife name all ftaf£. 
officers in the whole army of the republic, 
and all minifters to foreign courts.: they 
appoint to the oiEces of GrefBer, of Trea- 
- furer 
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furcr General, of Receiver General of the 
jStatcs, of Secretary to the council of 
ftate, and to various other poft« of honour 
ox emolwnent. They receive propof^ 
from foreign princes, and confer with their 
anahaflkdors i but aU* the interior rights of 
fovereignty arc referved to the States of 
the f^verail provinces. ' They al<me can 
impofe.taxes; and their ipecial cQfifent i$ 
neceffary in order to form alliances, to de^ 
d»3 .war, or to make peace, fo that }|i 
thefe cafes the States Gcaiera] are only the 
organs of their refolutionst 

The Council of State, inftituted in 1584, 
was veiled with almoft the entire diredtipp 
of thfe i?epublic, Its power was afterwards 
iwallowcd. «p in that of the Earl of Leir 
ceiler; was recovered at his abdication^ haj 
been confiderably diminifhed finee the 
States Geoefal t^eca^i^ iedent^ at tho 
Hagx^ ; and is now confined to the direc* 
tion of the army and fiaaocc^ of the re^ 
£ublic» 

The 
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The Council inftitutes courts-martial, 
and fometimcs judges the c^iufes appro^p 
priatcd to fudi courts : it has the c^e of 
the fortifications and magazines in the ter«- 
ritories of the Generality, and in the fron^. 
tier towns of Guelderland and Qvetyfiel, 
In fliort, it is charged with the execution 
of all the orders of the States on militaiy 
afiairs^ 

The adminiftration of the finances c<Hn^ 
prehends the contributions levied in the 
enemy's country in time of war, the re** 
venues of the Generali^i and thpfe pf 
the Seven Provinces* 

The fums comprifcd under the firft de* 
fcription are levied by an Intendant named 
hy the Council, but acting in the name of 
the States General, and are paid into tlie 
hands of the Receiver General* 

The fevenu^s q| the Generally are ei^ 
ther levied by Receivers, or grants qi| 
kafe to certain £irmers, caiisdPai>ib/ers, 

The 
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The taxes oiv land, on fales, on ftamps, 
&c. are levied in the former mode : the 
cxcife, the: capitation, and tax on cattle arc 
farmed. The cuflonis are riot levied by 
the Council, but by the different Ad- 
miralties. 

\ With refpe<a to the ccMitribution of the 
provinces to the republic, the Councildf 
State prepares every year a ftatement of 
thfe ordinary expences (called the Etat de 
la Guerre), accompanied by a difcourfe 
explanatory of the different articles. This 
difcourfe is called the Genera/ PeiitiMj be- 
caufe it was formerly, ufuarl^ to infert in it 
a requifition of the neccffary funds : but 
at prefent, the great articles of expence are 
granted upon particular petitions froin the 
Council. When the provinces have unani- 
mbufly coftfcnted to this ftatement, they 
either tranfmit their refpe<aive contribu- 
tions to the Receiver General, or apply 
theih to the purpofes for which they are 
intended, otx aflignations or ads of requifi- 
tion from the Council of State* As: the 

repartition 
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repartition of thefe fums is the fcale which 
meafures the relative wealth of the pro- 
vinces, it may be worth while to obfervc 
that Holland contributes about 58 per 
cent, Guelderland about 5^, Zealand 9, 
Utrecht 5^, Overyffel 3^, Friefland ii^* 
Groningue and the Ommelanden 5-|, and 
the country of Drenthe not quite one pel 
cent, to the expences of the republic* 

The Council of State is compofed of 
twelve deputies, of which Holland fends 
three, Zealand, Friefland, and Groningue, 
two each, and each of the other provinces 
one. Thefe deputies prefide by rotation. 
The Treafurcr General, and the Receiver 
General afiift in this alf&mbly, but have no 
votes, excepting when the Council confers 
with the States General. The Stadtholder 
has likewife a feat, and his* advice is firfl 
afked, and, on military af&irs, ufually 
followed. » 

Another college - fubordinate to the 

States General, is that.of the Chamber of 

. / Accounts 
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Accounts of the Generality. It is Cbth^ 
pofed of fourteen deputies, of which two 
are fent from each province. Their office 
is to examine the accounts of the different 
Admiralties, and thofe of the Receiver Ge*^ 
neral. 

The Stadtholder is the governor of a 
province. Whilft the Low Countries 
were pofleffed by the houfes of Bur- 
gundy and Auftria, the Stadtholders were 
their reprefentatives ; and after the union 
of Utrechtj the five provinces which re- 
cognized William the Firft as their gover- 
nor, only continued to him thofe rights 
and privileges which he had before enjoy- 
ed in Holland and Zealand by the appoint- 
ment of the king of Spain. The fame 
powers were fucceifively granted to Prince 
Maurice, to Frederick Henry, and to Wil- 
liam the Second. Thefe Stadtholders had 
the right of pardoning criminals, they pre- 
fided in the provincial courts of juftice, 
and thejr names were prefixed to the de- 
crees of thofe courts : they were charged 

with 
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with the execution of the decrees paft in 
the States ; they appointed, cither imrne^ 
^iately, or from a nomination of the towns» 
nearly all the magiifarates, and they com*-* 
manded the forces of the province by fea 
and land. 

Some zealous republicans had very early 
taken umbrage at the extent of thefc pri- 
^leges, and Bamevelt had fallen a facri« 
fice in the attempt to diminifh the power 
of Maurice. But the violent conduct of 
William the Second, in endeavouring to 
fubjugate the town of Amfterdam by 
means of the army of the republic, had 
raifed fuch general clamours that the fac- 
tion of the De Witts were enabled to pro- 
cure, in 1667, the famous perpetual cdi£t 
by which the young Prince of Orange and 
his fucceffors were for ever excluded from 
the Stadtholderate. The progrefs of the 
French arms in 1672 produced the aflafli- 
nation of the De Witts, and the eledioa 
of William the Third, in whofe family 
the dignity wa? declared hereditary ; but 

his 
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his death in 170a, without children, occa^ 
iioned a fecond interruption of the Stadt* 
holderate, which lafted till 1747; when 
the alarivl produced by the irruption of the 
French into Dutch Brabant gave rife to 
another revolution in favour of William 
the Fourth, who, being already governor 
of Friefland and Groningue, united for the" 
firft time the Stadtholderate of all the fcven 
provinces : and this dignity was declared 
hereditary in the male and female branches 
of his family. The States of Holland, in 
a refolution dated the i6th Nov. 1747* 
declare themfclves ** convinced from expe^ 
rience^ and after mature deliberation on the. 
nature of the conftitution, thai the republic 
cannot fubjijl withput a chief." It feems 
then that we are to confider the Stadthol- 
der as an effcntial part of the conftitutipn; 
and that he is not an immaterial part of it, 
will appear by an enumeration of his pri- 
yileges. 

In Guclderland, Holland^ and Utrecht, 
he participates in the fovereignty as prefi- 

dent 
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dent of their bodies of nobles ; and in 
!Zealand as only noble of the province; 
and he has a right of aififting^ though not 
of voting, at the deliberations of the States 
General* In his executive capacity, he is 
{>rincipal member of the Council of State, 
whidi, in military afrairs>is almoft entirely 
unckr his direction. He prefides in all 
courts of juftice, and has a right of par- 
doning criminals. As captain general and 
admiral, he commands all the forces of the 
re]public by fea and land* He difpofes of 
the patents or written orders for marching 
the troops, and although thefe patents 
ought to be accompanied by what is called 
A lettre d^attache^ or permiflion from the 
towns through which the troops are to 
march, he has the means of Rationing the 
army as he pleafes. He publifhes all mi-* 
litaiy cMrdinances. He names all colonels 
and inferioi: officers, by virtue of the right 
which was made over to him by the dif- 
ferent provinces ;. and, as the fuperior of- 
ficers are ccmftantly appointed by the States 
Gmeral in conformity to his wilhes, hevir- 
C tuall^ 
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tuaily poffeffes the whole patronage of the 
army* He names all vice-admirals and 
captains in the navy, inftitutes all courts- 
martial, and preiides in the different ad« 
miralties. 

In the three Provinces aux Rkgkmens he 
appoints to all offices whatever, and in 
Holland and Zealand he annually eleds 
the greater part of the magiftrates from a 
double number of candidates prefented by 
the towns. He choofes, from a nomina- 
tion of three candidates, every officer in 
the department of the States of Holland, 
and of their chamber of accounts, and all 
the members of the college of the Heem- 
raaden, or fuperintendants of the dykes. 
He difpofes of all the polls in the nomi- 
nation of the Council of State, and of the 
Gecommitteerde Raaden, or council of de- 
puties. He was created, in 1 749, governor 
general and fupreme direftor of the Eaft 
and Weft India companies, with the right 
of choofing all the other diredors from a 
treble number of candidates named by the 

company. 
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ednipany. In fhort, his influence per- 
vades every department in the ftate. 

Bcfides thefe, the Stadtholder claims the 
right of appointing a military tribunal, 
called the High Council rf War. This tri- 
bunal was eftablilhed by William the 
Third, and was entirely under the direc- 
-tion of the Stadtholder, As it tended to 
fhelter the military from the common 
courts of juftice, its power was confidered 
«s of a dangerous tendency, and its lega«- 
lity was often queftioned by the Cour 
d^ Hollander but \i was not limited either in 
1747, or at the acceffion of the prefent 
Stadtholder in 1766. It was indeed re- 
formed in 1 781 , by the patriots, and may 
poflibly never be revived. 

By the cortimiHion from the States Ge- 
neral \o the late Prince of Orange, dated 
lathMay, 1747, he was invefted with fiill 
powers * to command the whole forces of 
the republic, for - the purppfcs (among 
others) of •* maintaining and preferving 
Ca the 



thp u©ioD, gn4 oiJUppming tke prefehtfirm 
of gov^mepi^^ Jt is difficult tQ im4er-. 
Hand what degree of power was intended 
to he cxmvcyed by thefe words : what ads 
art to bje deemed infr^diom of the uniQCb 
or innovations on the conftituticm ;. and 
who i& to judge of fucth innovatiori& acid 
infradioiiSt 

Perhapa it wpuld he happier for the re*- 
puhlic if the Stadtholder, whofe ofiice 15 
intended ta conned ^nd aliimilAte the jv*- 
rifig elements cff this eompiicated con^ituii 
tion, were invefted with more power and 
lei& inftu^nce. Prerogative is ufually odi^ 
ous ii^afrec country, but, when ejad^ly 
defined, it is furely lefs dangeroua than 
jififiuence* The moft tioiid^ Stadiholdeir 
would not hefitate to employ powers exf 
prefsly granted to him for the fiippreflion 
of{2^]fff)^y gfidi the bQldeft ^^^Id 1191 with 
fefotyexcfifdthftin, A*piefent^th«S^94(^ 
Mde«, though he h»5 very Mttle fti^ie i? 
the favere^nty, hw ihft rig^t oi choo^fo^ 
the fovereigna pf tifb republic i beca«fe 
the dep«ities> ta thc^ piroviacial ftaies are ne-f 

ceflarily 
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ceflkrily magiftrateSj and heiSMik the ifla* 
gifttatts ate in general cholcn by the Stadt** 
holdei'i It feems pf 6bable that the iriflUenc<t 
dfifiiig frotn herice^ dfld frdtfl fhfe whole 
pitfohagc of the afmy^ Siifht eafily bfe 
converted itito powfifi and that aii ai-tful 
and ambitious governor might become ab- 
folute, without the danger ufually attend- 
ant on arbitrary fovereignty, becaufe he 
would reign under the forms of a free go- 
vernment, William the Firft, we know, 
was on the point of becoming mailer of 
of the republic* Maurice was able to 
bring Barhevelt to the block. Accident 
alone prevented William the Second from 
eftablifhing a military government within 
the walls of Amfterdam. William the 
Third was certainly as much a fovereign 
in fad at the Hague as at London. On 
the other hand, a long minority would 
probably be again fatal to the Stadtbolde- 
rate, ^d produce a De Witt or a Van Ber- 
kel. During the infancy of the Stadthol- 
der, the influence and patronage muft be 
transferred fomewhere, and they can no 
C 3 where 
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whcjfc be transferred with fafety. Every 
thing would fall into confufion, until def-< 
pair, or the interference of fome neigh- 
bouring nation, fhould incite the people to 
take the government into their own hands, 
and re-eftabli(h the conftitution* 
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WILLIAM the Fourth had beea 
eledted with every appearance of 
unanimity, and the different provinces had 
vied with each other in exprefSons of at- 
tachment to his perfon. Even thofe who> 
from being mailers of the republic, were 
by this fudden and unexpected revolution, 
reduced to a private fituation, haftened to 
lay their power at the feet of the Prince of 
Orange, and appeared, to rejoice in their 
own degradation. In faCl, they were too 
wife to refift at a moment when their op- 
pofition muft be fruitlefs, and might be 
dangerous. They knew that every change 
C 4 muft 
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muft be in their favour. The hereditary 
afFedion of the people for the houfe of 
Orange was already carried almoft to ido- 
latry : the exceflive expectations founded 
on the reftoration of the Stadtholderate, 
could not eafily be realized; and if they 
were difappointed, the cnthufiafm of the 
nation might foon fubfide into indifference. 
It was probable, that of thofe who had con- 
tributed to the Prince's elevation, fome 
might over-rate their fervices, and, if not 
gratified to the extent of their hopes, might 
leave him in difguft t and it was poflible 
that the Prince himfelf might be fatisfied 
with the advantages he had already gained, 
might be lulled into fecurity, and give his 
enemies time to prepare for refinance at 
fome future period* 

In thefe expectations they were not en- 
tirely difappointed. The Stadtholdctt 
aftonifhed at the complete fuccefs of a re- 
volution which had been fet on foot by 
the accidental zeal of a few armed burgh- 
ers in a fmall town in Zealand, forgot all 
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refentment againft his enemies in his gra* 
titude to the nation at large. He was in- 
duced to think, that it would ill become 
the chief of the republic to confider him- 
felf as head of a party, and that fuch a 
conduiSt would be peculiarly ungracious at 
a moment when all ranks of people were 
giving him the moft imequivocal teftimo- 
nies of their afFedtion. The republic had 
been long harraffed and weakened by its 
internal dilTentions: it feemed therefore 
natural to fuppofe that all muft wifli ftabi- 
Kty to thii prefent government, unlefs new 
enemies were raifed againft it by ill-timed , 
perfecution. It was obvious, that there 
exifted no prefent danger 2 the fuc- 
ceffion was fecured not only to the male 
but even to the female heirs of the Prince 
of Orange; and no power feemed fuffi- 
dently ftipng to overthrow an hereditaiy 
Stadtholder of all the Seven Provinces, 
invefted with fuch powers as had lately 
been added to thofe of all former gover- 
nors. The condud of William the Fourth 
was probably decided by thefe reflexions, 

for 
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for he fecms to have received all perfons 
who approached him with aiFability, and, 
even with confidence, and to have avoided 
any retrofped to their former conduct. 

The moft zealous of his friends, how- 
ever, did not forget to warn him of the 
dangers which they forefaw to himfelf and 
his pofterity. They infifted ** That much 
remained to be done ; and that in order 
to give ftability to the new conilitution, 
it was neceffary to ufe in its full extent 
the power granted to him by the tempo- 
rary enthufiafm of the nation, by introdu- 
cing into all the magillracies perfons well 
afFeded to his family. That he muft 
eftablifli in every province a committee of 
confidential friends to fuperintend and 
animate his party there. That the projed: 
of governing without a party was perfedly 
impradlicable, fince it was impoffible to 
conciliate] enemies who were at the fame 
time his rivals, and to whom he could only 
offer as a favour a participation in that 
authority which they had before enjoyed, 

to 
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to the exclufion of his family, and which 
they hoped to wrcft entire from himfelf 
or from his fucceffors. That therefore 
the only qiieftion was, whether he chofe 
to combat this faftion with the united 
ftrength of all his friends, or oppofe to it 
only the defultory efforts of a few indi- 
viduals r* 

Thefe, and iimilar aiguments were re- 
peatedly urged by the Prince's friends in a: 
variety of memorials from the year I749r 
till the time of his death, and were accom-» 
panied by many interefting details on the 
condition of the army and navy, and 
on the ftate of parties in the different 
towns and provinces of the republic, all 
tending to Ihew the inflability of the new. 
jgovernment, and the neceflity of watching 
over it with unceafing attention. Unfor- 
tunately thefe memorials were written by 
friends fully confcious of their own fer- 
vices : they fpoke difagreeable truths in 
plain and even harfh language ; they were 
sddrefTed to a prince flufhed with fuccefs, 

and 
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and were confequently difregarded* Th« 
army, however, was an objeA too eflentirf 
to the interefts of the Stadtholdar to be 
Jong ncgleded. The foldiers were difpi- 
ritcd by ill fuccefs ;^ the officers, moft of 
whom had been .appointed with a view to 
fecure fome municipal intereft, were igno- 

. rant, daftardly, and prefumptuous > Count 
Maurice of Naflau, Field^-marfhal of the 
republic, and Cronftroem, who had loft 
Bergen-op-Zoom, were too old and infirm 
for any adive office; and the Prince of 
Waldeck had left the army in difguft^ If 
was neceflary therefore to look abroad fojf 
fome officer on whofe ^eal and attachment 
the Prince might fafely rely, and whofe re** 
putation wa^ fufficiently eftablifhcd to fe^ 
cure the confidence of the foldiery, and 
give weight to the projeded reform. Fof 

' this purpofe the Stadtholder made choice 
of Prince Lewis of Brunfwick, whom he 
Engaged, after a long negotiation, to quit 
the fervice of the Emprefs Queen, in which 
he was at that time engaged, and to accept 
the command of the Dutch army. This 

was 
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\eas nearly the laft a^ of the Stadtholdei^g 
life. He is faid indeed to have propofed 
tQ the States General fome plans for the 
extenfion of the Dutch corximerce, which 
evinced hi$ 2eal, and gained him great 
popularity. He died on the a ad of Oc*- 
toher 1751, after a Ihcvt iUnefs, generally 
lamented* The nation appear to have 
loved him ajmoft to adoration, partly per^ 
haps on account of the favours th?Jy had 
conferred on him* If we may helieve th? 
King of Priiffia,. he was cauftic aad fatiri^ 
cal, and for Aat feafori rather feared thaa 
beloved by his familiar acquaintance. But 
his public behaviour was af&hle and con<« 
dcfcending ; and he was an exa<a obferver 
of all religious duties, a circumftanec by 
no means unimportant among a people f<> 
punctilious in their devotion. Upon the 
whole, his faults and his merits were ra- 
ther thofe of a prince bom to dominion^ 
than of one. who had beeii raifed to it. 

The lofs of the Prince of Orange at a 
tixae when none of the plans for the feU 
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tlement of the ftate were carried into ejt<r- 
cufion, was feverely felt by his parfy'* 
From this momertt the difFerent regents 
who had been difmiffed from their em*- 
ployments began to refume them, and the 
strength of the faction increafed fo rapidly 
at Amfterdam, that the friends of the houfe 
of Orange were in a Ihort time totally ex- 
xrluded from the government. The Prin- 
cefs Anne, daughter of George IL though 
not deficient in talents, was very little ac- 
quainted with the fpirit of the nation 
which by her huiband's death fhe was* 
called upon to govern. She was alarmed 
at thcprofpe<a of the dangers to which, in 
the event of her death, her infant fon would 
be cxpofed, and faw no better means of 
avoiding them than by fecuring the even- 
tual guardianfhip of her children, and re- 
gency of the ftate, to Prince Lewis of 
Brunfwick, on whom fhe in the mean 
time devolved a confiderable fliare of her 
authority. 

Prince 
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^ Prince Lewis was bom in 171 8. In 
1736 he engaged in the Imperial army, 
and ferved during the four following cam- 
paigns againft the Turks. -In 1741, he 
was raifed to the rank of lieutenant gene- 
ral; and at the fame time the dutchyof 
Courland becoming vacant by the banifh- 
ment of Biron, he was invited by the 
Princefs Anne of Mecklenburg, then re- 
gent of the Ruffian empire, to offer himfelf 
a$ a candidate. He was in fadt eledted by 
the States; after which he proceeded to 
St. Peterfburg, where he expelled to re- 
ceive the confent of the king and republic 
of Poland, which was neceflary to confirm 
his eledlion. But the revolution which 
took pliace on the 6th of December, put 
an end to the regency of the Princefs 
Anne, and to his hopes in Gourland. For 
a few days he was treated as a prifoner, 
and was not permitted to leave Ruffia till 
the month of February, 1742. From 1743 
to the end of the war, he ferved fucceffive- 
ly on the Mein, in Alface, in Bohemia, 
and in the Low Countries, and was pre- 

fent 



( 3i ) 

fcnt at the battles of Dettingen, Sorf 
(where he was dangeroufly wounded) Ro^ 
coux, and Lawfeld> at which he coiidud:^ 
ed the referve* In Odober, 1747* he was 
appointed to command, during the winter, 
the troops intended to cover the fron- 
tiers from the river Endracht to Nime- 
gueti, and in confequence of this nominal 
tion became acquainted with the Prince 
of Orange, who was at that time at the 
Vteux^ BoiJ, and who then firft propofed to 
him to take the direction of his intended 
reform in the Dutch troops. The fame 
requeft was repeated at feveral times, and 
at length, after obtaining the confent of the 
emprefs queen, he agreed to enter into the 
fervice of the republic^ with the rank of 
Fiekl^nurfhal, with the annual pay of 
60,000 florins, and a promife of the firft 
vacant government, and of the eventual 
command of the Dutch guards. He ar» 
rived at the Hague in December 1750. 

The States General, mi the differentpro- 
vincial aiTembUes unanimoufly applauded 

the 
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the choice of their Stadtholder, and fulfill- 
fed all the promifes he had made to Prince 
Lewis. They likewife on many fubfe- 
quent occafions beftowed on him the moft 
diftinguilhing -marks of their regard ; but 
thefe public teftimonies are not always a 
fure proof of national fatisfadion. Prince 
Lewis was a foreigner, he poffefled the 
moft lucrative offices in the republic, and 
he was at the head of an army which had 
iilways been an objedt of jealoufy to the 
fiation. Neither was he much beloved by 
the army itfelf, which he endeavoured to 
fubjedl to the ftric^nefs of German difci- 
pline, and into which he defired to intro* 
duce a number of foreign officers, to the 
eXclufibn of the natives. His military ta- 
lents indeed were unqueftioned ; but mili- 
tary talents are of little eftimation in a 
country folely devdted to commerce. 

Thefe caufes of diflikc, however, though 
they fermented in filence, did not produce 
any immediate interruption of the general 
tranquillity. The violent impulfe given to 

D the 
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the executive power, by the late revolu- . 
tion had not quite Ipent its force.* the 
Orange party were fecure of the afFedtions 
of the people, and formidable from the 
profped: of fupport from England i while 
their adverfaries could look for no foreign 
afliftance, beeaufe the courts of Vienna 
and Berlin were occupied by much nearer 
interefts : and France fince the irruption in 
1 747 was univerfally execrated by the na- 
tion : befides which, none of thefe powers 
could have any pretence for interfering in 
the domeftic concerns of the republic. 
This flate of affairs was greatly altered by 
the war of 1756. 

At the commencement of this war Eng- 
land was threatened with an invafion, and 
Colonel Yorke was directed to apply to the 
States General for the troops which they 
were obliged by treaty to fumifh. With 
this requeft, however, they could not eafily 
comply. The ftate of the army and navy- 
was fo deplorable, and the extent of their 
debt fo alarming, that the States by inter- 
, fering 
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fering in the quarrel would have gratui-* 
toufly expofed the government to the ge- 
neral hatred of the people, and perhaps 
have hazarded the very exiftence of the 
republic* Thefe reafons appeared fo for- 
cible that it was determined to adopt a 
fyAem of neutrality, which was recom- 
mended by Duke Xewis; The court of 
^England acquiefced in the neceffity of the 
irieafure, and obtained a letter of thanks 
for this inftance of their moderation. In 
the mean time the French^ who. found 
themfelves crippled in their nayal exer- 
tk)ns from the number of Ihips taken by 
the Englifli at the commencement of hof- 
tilities, were obliged to permit the irtipor- 
tation of their colonial produce in, neutral 
yeflels, and thereby threw the greateft part 
of their Weft Indian trade into the hands 
of the Dutch. This meafure, which ori- 
ginated in neceffity, was foon found to an- 
swer a beneficial political purpofe. The 
two nations were thus in fome meafur^ 
united by a common intereft ; the trading 
towns in Holland began to think that a 
D z connexion 
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conncdion fo lucrative to theirifelves, was 
a full indemnification for the evils which 
the French arms had a few years before oc-* 
cafioncd to the republic ; and this favour-t 
able difpofition was farther improved by a 
few bounties granted by France on the 
importation of Dutch conunodities. Thft 
Englifh) on their part, feized the property 
of their enemies wherever they found it; 
and they found it very frequently in the 
vefTels of their allies. This piratical con- 
dxxAf .as it was then called, produced a 
violent clamour in Holland t the trading 
towns loudly infiiled on the reftdration of 
their (hips and cargoes ; and, when they 
found the court of London little difpofed 
to liften to their demand, required of th^ 
Regent and of the States a convoy fuffi- 
cient to protedt their flag from any future 
infult. 

Such a meafure would hav/Et neceflarilf 
Jed to hoililities ji but the provinces of 
Cuelderland, Utrecht^ Overyffel, and Gro-^ 
ningen, who were very little intereibd la 

the 
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the difpute, and by no means difpofed to 
gratify the province of Holland at fuch an 
cxpence, abfolutely refufed their confent 
to any augmentation of the navy, until the 
army fliould be likewife augmented, and 
enabled to proted: the frontiers of the repub- 
lic againft any invafion. The Princefs Re- 
gent of courfe held the fame language. The 
Englilh minifter negotiated, and the States 
General wrote repeated letters to the States 
of Holland, exhorting them to unite with 
the other confederates in fuch a plan as 
fliould affure to the neutrality of the re-* 
public a proper degree of refped: from fo* 
reign powers. Thefe conciliatory meafures 
proved inefFedual. The fadion refufed 
the augmentation of the army, as tending 
to increafe the influence of the Stadtholde- 
rate : they knew, that in defending the 
rights of commerce they ftood on popular 
ground ; and were not anxious to tentii- 
nate a difpute which gave them ftrength, 
and embarraffed their adverfaries. The 
towns of Amfterdam, Rotterdam, Haar- 
km, Dort, Tergau, and the Brielle, filled 
D 3 the 
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the cars of the people with inceffant cla- 
mours againft the injufticfe and rapacity of 
Great Britain, the partiality of ithe Regent 
to the Englifli caufc, and her inattention to 
the interefts of the republic. At length, 
this difagreeable affair was terminated by 
the fucceffive capture of nearly all the 
French colonies whofe trade had been the 
original caufe of difpute. But the attach- 
ment of the nation to the Orange family 
had been confiderably weakened ; the Eng- 
lifli popularity was at an end : the Dutch 
could not forget the infults offered to their 
flag in Europe, and the complete difgrace 
of their arms in Afia, The court of Ver- 
failles had recovered a footing in Holland, 
and with it the hopes of feducing the re- 
public from its connedtion with Great 
Britain. 

The Princefs Regent died on the lath 
of January, 1759; and on the following 
day Duke Lewis took the oaths to the 
States, as guardian and reprefentative of the 
young Prince of Orange. No event of 

much 



r 39 ) 

much importance occurred during his ad- 
miniftration, which terminated in 1766, bjr 
the majority of William the Fifth, the 
prefent Stadtholder. 

The acceflion of this prince feemed to 
re-animate the loyalty of the nation : all 
the privileges hitherto annexed to his high 
ofRce were confirmed to him without op- 
pofition ; and during the firft ten years of 
his government, his tranquillity was not 
materially difturbed by any efforts of the 
fadtion. The vexations to which he has 
been fince expofed, owe their origin to the 
difputes between Great Britain and Ame- 
rica. 

The great queflion refpeding the right 
of taxation, was decided in England by 
perfons labouring under a heavy load of 
taxes, deiirous of transferring a part of 
that load on the fhoulders of the colonifls, 
and convinced that fo natural a defire mufl 
alfo be jufl and reafonable. The reft of 
Europe judged differently. The Englifh 
D 4 cabinet. 
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cabinet, in framing the peace of 1763, liad 
evidently preferred the pleafure of infult- 
ing their enemies to • the advantage of 
weakening them, and foon after took an 
opportunity of expreffing their indifference 
to the interefts, and contempt for the power 
of the King of Pruffia ; whereby they ef- 
fedually alienated the afFeiStions of their 
old ally, without gaining a fingle friend. 
Every nation in Europe took un^brage at 
the power ajrtd infolence of Great Britain^ 
and as none of them could be benefited by 
the fubjugation of America, all wiftied 
iiiccefs to the infurgents* 

In this wifh the Dutch were particularly 
ardent- They had been witnefles to the 
extraordinary growth of the Englifli power, 
which they attributed to the m^onopoly of 
the trade with the colonies, aad they hop- 
^d that if America fhould become indepen-* 
dent, this trade would be laid open, an4 
that a confiderable ftiare in it would be ac- 
quired by the republic. The French, who 
had determined, to take a part in the quar^ 
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rel as foon as their rivals fhould be fuffi- 
ciently weakened, immediately learnt this 
difpofition of the Dutch,, and refolved to 
tum it to their own advantage. 

While the force of Great Britain re- 
mained entire, the court of Verfailles did 
not think it wife to rifk a war for the fup- 
port of a party in Holland. Her ambafla- 
dors at the Hague had contented them- 
felves with holding out to their friends 
vague affurances of fupport, and with 
(hewing their diflike to the Prince of 
Orange, by fuch marks of flight and difre- 
fpedl as they thought likely to injure him 
in the opinion of his countrymen. But 
now it was refolved to employ more vigo- 
rous exertions : and the direction of thefe 
was entrufted to the Duke de la Vauguyon, 
who in 1776, fucceeded toM. de Noailles, 
as ambaffador to the States General. 

This minifter has acquired a very diftin- 
guiflied reputation amongft modem ftatef- 
men. Neither his perfon, which was 
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dumfy, nor any part of his appearance, 
announced fuperior ability ; though he 
poffeffed, in common with many of his 
countrymen, elegance of didion, plaufibili^ 
ty of argument, and that arrogant fervility 
of manners, which in courts is called good 
breeding. He found in Holland a po^yer- 
ful party, with which he united ; a well- 
concerted plan of operations, which he 
adopted ; the agents whom he employed 
were perfedly acquainted with the paf- 
fions and views of every individual in the 
republic ; and he was abundantly provided 
with all the means of corruption. 

Hitherto every revolution in favour of 
the Stadtholder had been produced by the 
violent interpofition of the nation at large. 
For this reafon the patriots (for fo the 
French party called themfelves) began by 
endeavouring to ruin the Prince of Orange 
in the afFedlion of the people, and the fuc-* 
cefs of this attempt was greatly accelerated 
by the frank and unguarded condud of the 
Stadtholder. Soon after the beginning of 
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the troubles, the Dutch, by means of their 
colony at St. Euftatius, had opened a moft 
lucrative branch of trade with North Ame- 
rica; and the progreffive profits of this 
trade, while they raifed the moft fanguine 
cxpeiSlations of future advantage, added 
new zeal to the advocates for American 
independence. Unfortunately the Prince 
of Orange was a moft decided advocate in 
favour of the Englifh caufe ; and was fo 
far from concealing his opinion, that he 
repeatedly ufed his whole influence in the 
ftate to procure a prohibition of all inter- 
courfe with the infurgents. Thefe mea** 
fures did him infinite mifchief. Even in 
the Englifli parliament, the arguments in 
favour of the Americans were numerous 
and forcible, and the condudl of the mi- 
niftry was by many attributed to a luft of 
power, and to a defire of opprefling civil 
liberty in every part of the empire. The 
fame arguments were repeated in Hol- 
land, and applied with ftill more violence 
to what was called the Wanton interference 
of the Stadtholder in a caufe where, nei- 
ther 
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thcr he, as fervant of the republic, nor 
even the republic itfelf were called upon 
to decide. Every day produced the moft 
virulent libels againft the Duke of Brunf^ 
wick, who was accufed of having inftilled 
into the mind of his pupil that propenfitjr 
to vaft ?uid inordinate ambition which his 
condudl was fuppofed to difcover ; and, a$ 
the attachment of the people became 
weaker, the pamphleteers acquired more 
courage, and began to treat the charadfcer 
of the Prince bimfelf with every fpecies of 
outrage. The prodigious effed of the 
prefs at this time proves, how much the 
moft violent paroxyfms of party rage in 
other countries are exceeded by the perfe- 
vering rancour of a Dutch libellift. Thcfc 
formidable pamphlets, addrefled to the po-» 
pulace of Amfterdam, and other towns in 
Holland, and drawn up in language equally 
worthy of the writers and the readers, con* 
tained little more than a dull ftring of 
falfehoods, too grofs for the purpofes of 
common impofition. Cruelty, indolence, 
prefumption, ftupidity, drunkennefs, and 
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libertinifm exceeding the bounds of or- 
dinary profligacy, were boldly imputed to 
the young Stadtholder ; all means of ex- 
culpation were carefully prevented by the 
vigilance of the magiftrates who fuperin- 
tended the prefs j and the people were at 
length wearied into a belief of thefe enor- 
mities, or at leaft into a general diftrufl: in 
all the rulers of the republic. 

This difcredit of the Stadtholder, the ad- 
vantages of the trade with America, the 
intrigues and profufion of the French 
ambaflador, the ill fuccefs of the Englilli 
arms, the high opinion of the power of 
France, and the appearance of that power- 
ful combination with which Ihe was pre- 
paring to attack her rival, increafed every 
day the hoflile difpofition of the republic 
towards Qreat Britain. The governor of 
St. Euftatius openly protedled the Ameri- 
&ns, and treated them as an independent 
nation. The States General it is true dif- 
avowed his condudl, but at the fame timc^ 
took occafion in the fame memorial (of 
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the 26th March, 1777) to reprobate in the 
ftrongeft terms the didlatprial language in 
which Sir Jofeph Yorke had conveyed the 
accufation. The fituation of England wa^ 
now confidered as defperate. The affair 
of Saratoga happened on the 17 th ofOdo- 
ber, and on the 6th of February following 
the court of Verfailles fig-ned their defenfive 
treaty with America, which they imme- 
diately afterwards notified to the Englifh 
cabinet. 

It Ihould ftem that the vexatious oppo- 
fition which was now every where raifed, 
inuft have opened the eyes of the Prince 
of Orange and of his counfellors to a fenfe 
of his danger ; but although he was com- 
pletely thwarted in the province of Hol- 
land, he ftill continued to rely on the fup- 
pofed fuperiority of his ftrength in the 
States General. It is evident that the 
original imion of the provinces was pro-^ 
duced, and has always been prefcrved by 
their fear of a foreign enemy; and that 
the degree of this apprehenfion cannot be 
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equal in all the provinces, but muft 
greatly depend on their vicinity to the 
frontier, and on the extent of their in- 
ternal means of defence. Accordingly, 
the provinces of Guelderland, Utrecht, 
Overyffel, and Groningen, which are com- 
monly called the Land Pravincesy will be 
ufually directed by the interefts of the 
union, and by thofe of the Stadtholder, as 
chief of the union ; befides which, three 
of thefe provinces are in a great mea- 
fure dependant on him by means of 
the Regl'emensy to which they are fubjed. 
Hence, as each province has one vote 
in the States General, the Stadtholder is 
ufually poffefled of a majority in that 
affembly. 

'On the other hand, the province of Hol- 
land contributes more than half of the an- 
, nual national revenue; and, on account of 
the defedt which frequently happens in the 
payments of the weaker provinces, occa- 
lionally fumiflies nearly feventy per cent, 
of the whole contribution ; it is obvious 

therefore 
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therefore that afi union between all the 
townis in this province can fcarcely fail to 
force the whole republic into fuch mea- 
fares as they fhall think fit to prefcribe* 
At this time too being clofely connedled 
with France, they had little to fear from 
without, and were determined rather to 
withdraw thetofelves from the confedera- 
tion, than fail in their projedted attack on 
the Stadtholder. 

On the 4th of Septembei', 1778, the 
eventual treaty of commerce between the 
t6Wnx)f Amfterdam and the United States 
of America was figned at Aix la Chapelle^ 
by order of Van Berkel, one of the pen- 
fionaries of Amfterdam. This daring ftep, 
which was at once a violation of the union, 
and of formier treaties with Great Britain, 
was indeed concealed from the public ; but 
the merchants of Amfterdam, in their me- 
morials to the States, infifted on the ap* 
pointment of convoys to proted: their 
trade with France, at the fame time of- 
fering their afliftance to defend the republic 

againft 
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aigaini^ the confequences that might attend 
Ihch a meafure. It is not improbable in«i 
deed that they trufted greatly to the weak-w 
nefs of Great Britain, and believed that 
t^ey had found the moment of infulting 
her with impimity j but this belief proves 
their complete and unreferved confidence 
in the afliirances of France. In fad, from 
this moment the French ambaflador be- 
came the virtual didator of the republic^ 
and nothing was left to Sir Jofeph Yorko 
but the bauble of reprefentation, and the 
farcical interchange of unavailing memoii 
rials with the ailcmbly of the States Gc-f 
neraL 

Amfterdam was now completely engage 
ed in the French quarrel, and the towns o£ 
Rotterdam and Dort had concurred with 
that city in its laft and moft violent memo- 
rial. It was evident, however, that thele 
mercantile bodies were adting under; the 
impreffion of temporary frenzy, in diredt 
oppofition to their real intereils; it was to 
be apprehended that they might open their 

E eyes 



( 50 ) 

eyt^ IS) the dinger of their present m«a^* 
iuresr and prefer the benefits of a neutral 
Made, however circumfcribed, to the cer- 
tain expences of a war; an oppofition 
tm^t be formed even in AroHerdam it« 
felf ; this migiit be joined by the friends 
of the Stadtholder, ' and the faction which 
now governed the province mi^t be dif- 
poffeffed of their power • The court of Ver- 
ikilks deternrined therefore, by a^ing en 
Ae fears and hopes of the Dutch^ to draw 
(han if poflible into fuch meafures as they 
dif6uld afterwards be unable to retradt, and 
tbei^by force them to refign themfelves 
unconditionally to hef guidance. With 
this view the French ambaflador demand- 
ed <m the 8th of December, 1778, a fpe- 
cific esqplanation of the degree of protec- 
tion which the States were diipofed to 
grant to their ccMtnmerce; explaining to 
iftem at die hmc time that k was the in* 
temitoa of dne J^ng his maifter to confuse 
kis nfped for die Dutch flag within the 
£aiae limits as fhould be obfersred by the 
court of London* Assd on the 14th of 

January, 
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January, 1779, an cdidk was puWiflied at 
Verfailles, impofing a duty of freightage 
on all Dutch fhips^ excepting thofe be« 
longing to the city of Amfterdam, which 
was exempted in confcquence of its pa- 
triotic exertions in favour of a free navi- 
gation. This edidt excited the moft vio- 
lent tranfports of joy in the favoured city, 
and a proportionate degree of difmay io 
the other towns, which henceforward de- 
termined to purchafe at any rate the favou]f 
and prote&ion of the French court. 

The Spanifh declaration on the r 7th of 
June, 1779, and the projedl of an armed 
neutrality tranfmitted from Ruflia on thtf 
3d of April, 1780, feemed to complete the 
diftrefs of Great Britain, and carried to the 
higheft pitch the infolence of the Patriots 
in Hollands The perfeverance of * the 
Prince of Orange in his former fentiments, 
and his attempts to flop the republic on 
the verge of ruin, were ufclefs to the Eng- 
lifti caufe ; exafperated, without weaken- 
ing the Patriots ; and cxpofed himfelf and 

£ 2 his 
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Kis patty to outrage and contempt* The 
Engliih ambaffador was reduced to the 
painful and humiliating talk of foliciting 
from the States General fuccours whicK 
they could not grant, and the reftoration 
of Paul Jones's prizes which were not in 
their power; till the difcovery of Lau- 
tcns's papers produced the declaration o£ 
war againil Holland on the 20th of De« 
cembcr, 1780, and on the 25 th the de- 
parture of Sir.Jofeph Yorke from the. 
Hague* 

• This event attradcd univcrfal notice, as 
being the completion of that feries of de- 
feats and diflppointments which had long 
fince. attended the Ekiglilh and Stadthol- 
derian party. It was likewife a public 
teftimony to the triumph of M. de la Vau- 
guycn, who had at once foiled, and had 
now driven from his ftation a veterans 
ftatefman, after a refidence of nine-and- 
twenty years, during which he had in a 
great meafure united the advantages of 
ambaflador and cabinet minifter in the re-. 

public^ 
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public* Under fuch circumftances, it is 
perhaps not extraordinary, that his memo- 
ry fhould have been treated in Holland 
with an unufual degree of feverity; as 
the Faftion hated in him the reprefenta- 
tjve of the Englifh nation, and the Orange 
party were not forry to attribute to his mif* 
conduct, what was in many inftances the 
efied: of their own imprudence. His mode 
of living was in the higheft degree hofpi* 
table and magnificent, but his addrefs and 
manners were not thought fufSciently con- 
ciliating, in a country wh^re no individual 
can be offended, or even difregarded, with 
impunity, and where the life of an ' am- 
baflador ought to be pafled in a continued 
canvafs and ftruggle for influence. The 
honour and integrity of his character were 
never called in queftion, even at a time when 
few charadlers were iafe ; and the purity of 
his intentions has procured him from hi^ 
liberal and indulgent matter, the higheft 
mark of approbation that it is in the 
power of a fovereign to beflow, 
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IThe condud of the Engljih caibket> ijt> 
thus voluntarily: adxiing the republic t9 
their already numerous lift of eo/emife^i 
was at the time con/idered abi:oa4 a/s an 
sidi of defpajx. Tlw vigorous jTwafi*rej 
however, befides that it raifed the ffkks 
of the Britifh nation^ and difconcQfted 
their enemies^ was perhaps juilified by the 
circumftances of the times. The iefoJeft^ 
language ufed by the mejxhants of Afla-i 
fterdam in their memorial&*i pfoVed bcri 
yond a doubt that the Fadioft were dgtcr-j 



• Ij) a memorial prefented in 1778 by thq merchants 
of Amfterdam, Rotterdam, and Dordrecht, the memo- 
rialift«, after declaring *' that the inhabitants of the 
United Provinces neither want inclination or coq* 
rage to maintain their independence," rqprefent it as 
" infufferabk that a nation which, owes the fecurity and 
prefervation of her liberty to the afftfiance of the republic^ 
ihould DARE to caufe fo niuch trouble and prejudice to 
the commerce and navigation of the republic, &c. 
&c." 

mined 
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itdned to trjr to its utmoA: extent tbe 
forbearance of Great Britain ; and it was 
evident, that the court of Vcrfaillcs, who* 
were completely msfters of the f epuMic^ 
would force it into a war, whenever its 
oftenfible interforence ihould fuit their p\ir- 
pofes better than its apparent neutrality. 
A rupture therefore was inevitable; and 
it could not taloe place at a better moment 
than when Great Britain was armedi md 
the republic unprepared for defence : be- 
fides, it was of the utmoft importance to 
begin the war before the Dutch fhould 
have acceded to the armed neutrality* 
Had that event taken place, the Northern 
jcourts might have thought it neceffary to 
prote<5t their new allies with the whole 
force of the confederacy j the armed neu- 
trality would have become an armed me^ 
diationj and Great Britain would have 
been compelled to abjure her entire code 
^f maritime law, or to carry on her trade 
in neutral veflels. In this cafe, the Dutch 
would have engroiTed all the advantages 
propofcd by the armed aljbciationj they 
E 4 would 
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would have carried away from the Nor- 
thern powers the whole Baltic trade j and 
would have become, for the fecond time^ 
the fole carriers of Europe. 

The advantages thus offered to them 
were fo evident and fo exceffive, that they 
created alarm and fufpicion. Inflead of 
attributing to the intrigues of Count Pa-* 
nin, or to the caprice of the Emprefs, the 
formation of a league fo obvioufly deftruc* 
tive of the commercial intereils of Ruiiia, 
the Dutch politicians alnioft univerfally 
apprehended from it fome fecret defign of 
betraying the republic. Perhaps even the 
Prince of Orange was the dupe of this re- 
finement, but he, was likewife an enemy 
to the neutral league, from much wifer 
motives. He knew that whatever unani-^ 
mity might prevail in the opinions of the 
Dutch as to the expediency of the meafure, 
its adoption muft necefTarily be attended 
with confiderable delay, on account of the 
dilatory forms prefcribed by the conftitu-* 
tion i and he was well aflurcd that Great 

Britain 
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^Britain would in the mean time feizt fomt 
pretext for beginning a war, which in the 
then helplefs ftate of the republic feemed 
the greateft of all poffible evils. On the 
other hand, the court of Verfailles were 
fenfible that the Dutch, who now relied 
folely on them for fupport, would, by 
fubfcribing to the league, become in a great 
meaiure dependent on the Emprefs ; and 
it was by no means their intereft to renew 
at St. Peterfburg a conteil for influence^ 
which had already been decided in theuc 
favour at the Hague. From thefe concur- 
rent caufes, notwithftanding the clamours 
of the Amilerdam merchants, the accei^ 
.fion of the republic to the neutral league 
Was delayed till after the commencement 
of hoftilities x it then acceded as a bellige^ 
rent power; and was confequently pre- 
cluded from thofe advantages which were 
enjoyed by the neutrals. 

The Prince of Orange was now entruft* 
cd with the conduct of a war which he 
had long forefeen and deprecated, but to 

which. 
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which, from k perverie and untowaird co^ 
incidence of events, he was by many con- 
liidered as acceflary. Convinced that the 
fyjftem purfued and recommended by Wil-^ 
|iam the Third was foundied in the trueft 
politicai wiidom, that a union of the ma!^ 
yitiine fiowers was eflential to the genend 
balance of Europe, and that an intimate alli^ 
jWice with Great Britain was neoefiary to the 
wdifar^ cf the republic, he had openly ex^ 
pidi^d his p*edifcd:ion for the Engliih at 
the beginning of the American quarrd. 
To this conduift the Patriots now very art^ 
fully reverted. They accufed him of hav-p 
iog advifed the aggreffion of the Engiifh^ 
and of contributing tor their fucoefs by 
treachery. The evident inequality of the 
ftruggle, the notoricms dcfici«icy of all 
warlike articles in the dock-yards and 
arfenals of the republic, the firequent and 
public reclamations made by the Prince 
and by the Council of State on the fubjedt 
of that deficiency were forgotten ; and the 
wilful mifcoadud: of the Stadtholder was 
boldly alledged by the Patriots, as the fole 

caufe 
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caufe of that miferablc feries of defeat and 
difgrace which immediately followed the 
commencement of hoftilities* Thefe aik-* 
gations were not only publifhcd by the Pa- 
triots, and by the wretched libellifts in their 
pay, but were folpmnly iffued from the 
pulpit. The pridls indeed were, in every 
part of the republic, the moft formidable 
©f the Stadthdkkr's oppmients : from their 
mouths no falfehoods were found too gtofk 
for belief; and they thought none too ab« 
fiird for affertion. 

In order to purfue with fafety a fyHe-m 
inatic plan for the fubverfion of the Stadt- 
hpklerate, it was previoufly ncceflkiy ta 
remove Duke Lewis of Brunfwick from 
the councils of the Prince, and from the 
command of the army; and to this ob* 
je€t the Patriots, from the beginning of 
the war, direded their principal attention* 
Although it was not till the year 1784 
that they compktely fucceeded in this at-» 
tempt, k may not be amifs to colled into 
one view all the intrigues employed for 

this 
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this purpofc, in order to avoid a frequent 
rtcurrence to the fame fubjed:. In May 
1 78 1, the deputies of Amfterdam propofed 
in the States of Holland the appointment 
of a council to be chofen from the differ-^ 
ent provinces, for the purpofe ofadifling 
the Prince in the execution of his office. 
This meafure would have efFedlually de- 
ftroyed the influence of Duke Lewis, but 
M it was at the fame time a direct attack 
Hpon the privileges of the Stadtholder, it 
was rejeded. In confequence of this fail^ 
ure, the fame deputies prefented to the 
Prince a memorial, ilating the various ac* 
cufations urged againft the Duke by the 
Ubellifts; reprefenting thefe charges as the 
voice of the people ; and praying him to 
remove from his councils a perfon -fo ge- 
nerally odious. This the Prince refufed : 
the Duke corpplained to the States General 
of fuch an illiberal attack on his charac- 
ter j; and the deputies recriminated on the 
indecency of his behaviour,, in prefuming 
to arraign the conduct *of the fovereign 
council p£ Amfterd^m. The appearances 

of 
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ef difafFedion in feveral of the provincet 
during this difpute were fo alarming, that 
the Prince of Orange, from the dread of be- 
ing crufhed by the weight of odium heaped 
upon his counfellor, eameftly entreated 
him to retire to his government of Bois le 
Ducj and he accordingly quitted the 
Hague on the 24th of May, 1782. The 
Patriots however were not difpofed to leave 
him in quiet poffeflion of his retreat. They 
continually haraffed him with vague but 
vexatious accufations of treafonable cor- 
relpondence with the Englilh, and of plots 
to betray fome of the provinces into theif 
hands . They inftituted an inquiry into the 
ftate of the frontier, in hopes of fixing on 
him the imputation of neglecting the for- 
tifications : and when all this failed, they 
recurred to a moft Angular charge, which 
they had formerly tried without fuccefs, 
but which at length fully anfwered their 
purpoie. 

In the year 1766, when the prefent 
Prince of Orange came of age, Duke Lewis 

refigned 
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idigfied into his hands the offices of cap^ 
tain and admiral general, which he had ex^ 
ercifed as his guardian and reprefentative, 
detaining only the poft of field-marfhal of 
the republic. This, which was merely a 
military command, did not admit him to a 
feat in the Council of State ; but his ad- 
vice being ftill deemed neceflary to the 
youi^ Prince, and it being fuppofed that 
the poft of Counfellor of State was a cfe- 
gradation to a perfon who had reprefented 
the head of the republic, a particular aft 
was drawn up, called the aB of confulta^ 
tiortf for the purpofe of conveying to the 
Duke an oftenfible charge, which fhould 
empower him to aflift the Stadtholder with 
his advice whenever it fhould be required • 
This zGt was now arraigned as illegal. It 
was contended that a military officer ought 
not to interfere at all in civil concerns, and 
that although a right to advife was very 
diftind: from a right to command, jtt the 
habitual' deference of the Prince to his for- 
mer guardian rendered even this privilege 
injurious to the public interefts. Thefe, 

and 
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ahd fimikf arguments, which were brought 
forward, fkft in the States of Holland, and 
afterwards in other provincial aiTemblies, 
produced fuch violent refolutions, that thcf 
Duke, in order to avoid a difgraccful dif- 
miilion, took advantage of the pretext of- 
fered him by the rapture between the em- 
peror and the republic, and on the loth of 
Odlober, 1784, retired from a country* 
which he had governed during near three- 
and-thirty years. Of the various charges 
exhibited againft him no one was ever fub-r 
ftantiated, but he was generally unpopular! 
and his retreat was an important advan- 
tage gained by the Patriots, who dreaded 
much more oppofition from his firmnefs, 
than from the mild and forbearing temper 
of the Stadtholder. The only real demerit 
of his conduft was his education of the 
Prince, wtfefe attention he ftudioufly di-- 
terted frotn the great duties of his office 
to the little detail of military arrange- 
ments, and the minutiae of German difci- 
()Iinc. 

While 
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^ AVhilc thcfc attacks were cariying art.- 
sigainft the Duke of Brunfwick> the ccm-' 
<Ju<a of the Prince of Orange was not left 
violently arraigned* If he endeavoured by 
procraftination to prefervethe forces of the 
ilate, he was accufed of inactivity ; and if 
he employed them, his difpofitions were 
eenfured, becaufe he was always obliged 
ta oppofe an inferior force to a powerful 
enemy. But the accufation which hurt 
him the moil in the minds of the nation^ 
and which was purfued by the Patriots 
with the greateft ardour and perfeverance, 
was occafioned by his condud in the afiair 
ofBreft. 

On the aift of September, 1784, M- 
de la Vauguyon had prefented to the States 
a requifition often (hips to join the French 
fleet at Breft, and thefe ihips, which were 
lying in the Texel, and fuppofed to be in 
Teadinefs, were ordered to fail before the 
8th of Odtober. But the captains appoints 
ed for this fervice imanimoufly afferted the 
impoffibility of complying with their or- 
ders. 
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ders, from the total want of fails, cordage, 
and provifions j and in confequence of 
ihefe allegations, the juftice of which was 
(certified by Admiral Kartjink^ and admit- 
ted by the Stadtholder, the intended expe- 
dition did not take place. This refufal of 
the captains is fuppofed to have arifen from 
their diflike to ferving in company with 
the French j but the admiffion of fuch a 
refufal is an evidence of a ftrange want of 
difcipline in the fleet ; and the excufes on 
which it is grounded, are proofs of the ge- 
neral degradation of the Dutch navy. The 
allegation of a fcarcity of provifions is par- 
ticularly curious, as the Dutch fhips of 
war are not victualled by the republic, but 
by the captains j who are permitted to re- 
tain for that purpofe about four-pence 
halfpenny finglilh from the daily pay of 
each failor. How far they were able to ex- 
culpate themfelves from this apparent ne- 
glect of their duty, and how far the Stadt- 
holder was juftified in admitting their 
apology, can only be determined by thofe 
F who 
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Vfho a«e minutely acquainted with the 
circumilanccs of the moment. 

The diarges, however, againft the Prince's 
^^ej:a^ condudt during the war, feem to 
fcave had much lefs foundation. The Dutdj 
jfeilors , who are very ill fed on board of their 
own £hipS;of war, ufually prefer the mcr* 
chaut jfervice of other nations, sind it k faid 
that atlhe beginning of 178 1, there were 
near twenty thoufand of them employed ia 
Ei3iglJBCh veffels. Of about twenty-five 
J(hips QjF the line, and about thirty frigates, 
which then coxnpoied the nayy of the re- 
public, Jicmly half were wretdhedly out of 
repair. Thofe that were lying in the Maes, 
in the Y, and in the oth€;r rivers, could not 
get 4Qut without an eafterly jot fouth^eafterly 
w^nd, nor even with it, except duxing the 
fprii>g-tides; and their union was very 
dijgSjQult, hecaiKfe theyeis no port in the Ser 
ym JRroyinc;cs,csipahle of receiving a large 
fleet of »e» s>( w v^ The Puteh Ihjq^ of 
tbe tine likejv^iie axe nxuch K09 ifti^ and 

the 
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the general Hiallownefs of their coaf]; pre- 
cludes them from the poffibility of employ- 
ing vedels of a fufficient Hzt to cope with 
tho£e of other nations. Thefe circum^ 
ftances are fully fufficient to account for 
their ill fuccefs, and the Prince of Orange 
feems to have done as much as it was pof- 
iible to do; fince it appears that the repub- 
lic kept in pay, di^rinf the laft war, a 
greater number of feajnen than they had 
«ver enjpjoyed even in the tipnes of their 
greateft prpfp^rity^ Jt was not in his powec 
to reftore the PvM;ci!i>to their former greatf- 
n^$, feecaufe that sras originally owing to 
tbieir good fortune, »id io the fupinenefs of 
Jtbeir neighbours. A rich foil, a coaft fa- 
yowrable to the eftablifiiment of fiflieries 
.»id Qommerce, and an excellent govern- 
rnent under the wife princes of the houfe 
f>£ Burgundy, ha^ excited in thp Nether- 
lands an uncQffwnart degree of induftry , and 
fead pr<>diK>e^ pqiHaistipn, wealth, the arts, 
a,nd.civili25atiGn> whi<^ were checked every 
where telfe by (Jkie <?peratiqn of the feudal 
/yftom* Th^ c^yil wm wnder Philip the Se- 
F a cond. 
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cond , gave them that energy which was alone 
wanting to complete their charadter ; am- 
bition afterwards fupplied the place of zeal, 
and raifed them to a high degree of power, 
from which, after the efFervefcence of thefe 
temporary caufes, they fubfided into their 
-natural ftate of mediocrity . 

Such obfervations as thefe were, how- 
ever, too ofFenfive to the vanity of the na- 
tion, to be urged by either party. Both 
refleded with equal aftonifhment on the 
uninterrupted feries of defeats which the 
republic received from an enemy with ' 
whom fhe had once contended fingly, and 
fuccefs fully, although that power was now 
crippled by the operation of the armed 
neutrality, and oppofed by the united 
ftrength of France, Spain, the Republic, 
America, and the moft powerful princes of 
Afia. The Patriots attributed thefe defeats 
to the Stadtholder; the Orange party, to 
the anarchy introduced by the Patriots ; but 
both were exafperated almoli to madnefs 
againft the common enemy, when ah event 

happened 
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happened which promifed a ceflktion of 
hoftilities, and a renovation of the old aU 
liance between the States General and 
Great Britain. This was the change in 
the Englifti miniftry which took place in 
the month of March, 1 782. 

As this change had been preceded by an 
order for fufpendift'g all ofFenfivc opera- 
tionS'in America, and accompanied by a 
ftipulati'ofi for th« eventual grant of its in- 
dependence, the caufe of the war was now 
in alg^eat meafiire removed, and it was 
evident that the new cabinet were fincerely 
defirousof peace^ at^the fame time that 
thiE&r. abilities were conMmtd as fully ade- 
quate TO the- conduft pf the war. Such an 
akci^bnliOf circumftances had an efFed: 
evirjuwhere. The belligerent powers, 
though^ ftill confident in the ftrength of 
their -confederacy, faw with pleafure the 
arrival of Mr.Grenville at Paris, with pro- 
pofals for an accmnmodation. The King 
of Pruffia, whofe diflike had perhaps been 
dire<aed rather againft the Britifh cabinet 
F 3 than 
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than againft the natiorii feemed ddtermined 
not to fufFer any farther dihiinutioh of a 
power, which might be eventually fervice-* 
able to him in Germany. Dcmhirk wid 
equally friendly. But the effect of the 
change in adminiftration was no where fa 
ifarongly felt as at St. Peterlburgh. 

The Eriiprefs had lortg profeffeda kdn^ 
ing towards England ; but the fbrmei^ ca^ 
binet, though they had offered a vaft and 
perh^s exceffive price fpr her frieiSidihips 
had Hliftaken her chafa<£ter, and had ran 
ther cotirted her power than her pecfon. 
Befides, though enfhufiaftic in every (hihg, 
Ihe was particinJaSrfy fo in her admiration 
for Mr. Fox. Shfe placed the firmeft rc-» 
liaAce on the known. energy ind dccifioti; 
of his chara^Ser, ahd eXpedted from his 
fplendid abilities the re^t^atioti 6f 'Great 
Britain to m former greatnefe. She had 
been lotig defirO'us of intervdaiiig i& a mc-< 
diatrix in the general war, and particulairly 
anxious tb bring about a peace betwieft 
Great Britain and Holland, and Mr. Fox 

began 
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began his adminiiliation by courting her 
to this favourite mealliie. He wrotie a 
letter through M. dc Simolin to Prince 
Gallitzen and M. Markcff, the Ruffiart 
rainifters at the Hague, requefting them' 
to propofe to the States General an imme<^ 
diate &iipen£on of hofHlities, and a nego- 
tiation for peace, on the conditions of the 
treaty of 1 674, under the fole mediation^ 
of the court of Ruifia« This letter pro- 
duced,, as wajs expected, very little efFed£ 
at the Hague; but its operation was deci- 
iivc at St. Petcriburgh. The Emprefs 
now determined to recommend very fcri- 
oufly to the Republic their acceptance of 
fe ledbnabk an offer; and it is probable 
that her powerful intervention- would have 
given a very different turn to the affairs of 
Europe, had not a new revolution taken 
place in dac Englifh cabinet by the death 
of Lord Rockingham, the refignation of 
Mr. Fox, and the appointment of Lord 

Shelbttxne as firf): minifies 

« 

F 4 This 



( 70 
This of courfe occafioned a fufpenfion 
of thofe difpoiitions in favour of England 
which had now univerfally begun to pre-^ 
vail. Mr. Grenvillc fuddenly left Paris, 
and although Mr. Fitz-Herbert was imme- 
diately fent by the new miniftry to replace 
him, neither the belligerent powers nor the 
neutrals were fatisfied either as to the per- 
manency or fincerity of the new cabinet ; 
and the firft confequence of this doubt was 
he lofs of the projedt with refpedt to HoL 
land. At Paris, however, Mr. Fitz-Her* 
bert fucceeded in eftablifhing a negotiation^ 
and even carried it very far towards a fa- 
vburable termination, by taking advantage 
of the anxiety for peace which was betray- 
ed by the French minifter. In fad, the 
pofition of M. de Vergennes was become 
very critical. He had powerful enemies 
at Verfailles, againfl: whom he could only 
hope to prevail by the fpeedy reftoration 
of peace. The war had long ceafed to be 
popular in France, and the events of the 
laft campaign had not made it more fo : the 

people 
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people were oppreffed by a weight of taxes; 
the nobility, who are almoft univerfally, 
engaged in the land fervice, were clamo- 
rous againft thefe expenfive naval opera- 
tions, from which they coultgyexpedl nei- 
ther advantage nbr,diftm<Stions : the numer^ 
jxHis and powerful proprietors of Weft In«- 
dian ieftates were impatient to xeccivc their 
produce, which, from the want.of veflels to 
bring it home, was periihing in the iflands : 
and th^ mej:chai>ts were greatly diftreffed 
by their loffes during the war, and difgufted 
with their American fpeculations. On the 
other hand, the Turks .were threatened 
with an attack, and France was bound by 
Jber alliance to aflift,them; b.efides whith 
it was effential to her ]nter<^ft$ to check 
the growing power of Ruffia, andftill more 
fo to proted: her own Levawt trade, the 
moft lucrative branch of her whole com** 
merce. Such a war was to be prevented 
^t any price. While the French minifter 
was in this embarraffment. Lord Shelbume 
fuddenly determined to be his qwn nego- 
li^tpr, md M. de Vergennes, who >v?is per- 
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fySdf difpofcd to indulge this difpofition^ 
immediately difpatched to England M. de 
Raynerai,. firft clerk in his office. The cf-» 
fbd: of tiy 9 miifioilxvas extraordinary. The 
ytptcfctmti^ of the two rival nations 
w«re furptfifed at their, fiift inteiitiieigr byr at 
ntiitttal and vioietit friendfhip. The feve^ 
sal pk»nts in litigation were difeii^d and 
€ttridlud«f with irtiSiii«^ cordiality J oixfertf 
f(^ figning l*te tpeatiy Were tranfmitted ft> 
l^aris; and the uniterfe was indebted for 
ihe reftdraliotir of iftf frafiquillity t?o the ac- 
ctideniaA tmdeifnefs of Lord Shelbin^i^ alid 
M. de Rayneval. 

A9 t«hte Eiigli(h^ riiinifter' h^ by this 
treaty gfeiirte* to fhe^rettcK and thte Ame- 
calis n»»ly aJI that they alked, and to the 
Spaniards^ j^phap^ tfi6^c th^n they afked, 
it b^eafti€ «ec*flfarfthat the Dutch fhould 
iM^ke ^ compc^farion ftf Great Britain foif 
(fee profudon^ of hei» riegotiator. For this 
purpofe, the relentioA^ o^f Negapatnam> and 
the right of B< fyee navigation in the eaftem 
fejks, were infixed on j and it was evident 

that 
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that the republic^ bein^ rniabk to canf ^a 
a ftf^rate war» would be fonrced to comply 
with thefe hoard tertns^ The treaty, how^ 
ever, war received in England with univerfal 
dxfgudK ; eveti the eloi^ence of Mr. Pitt 
was fnxstlefs^ employed in its defence > and 
the atthor of the peace, who had hc^ed ttf 
flielter hnnfelf behlbid the poptilarity of 
that extraordinary young man^ was difl^ 
smfTed from his oiHce* 

The return of Mr. Fox info powct, 
again raifed the hope^ of the few friends 
whom £ngland ftiH prefcrved in the re-* 
public. They immediately rcprefented td 
the cabinet that this was the moment for* 
Great Britain to regain the ground which 
flie had Idflf, as France, by her notorious 
derelidion of the Dutch interefts in the 
kte treaty, had nearly extinguiflied that en-^ 
thufiafm in her favotir, which lately pi^^ 
vaifed throughout the nation. They infift- 
ed that the retention of Negapatnam wa& 
df very little advantage to Great Britain; 
ijnd the right of navigating the eafterii feas 

either 
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cither wholly nugatory, or important only 
as a certain fource of jealoufy between the 
two nations ; and that by confenting to 
abandon thefe points as the price of a pew 
alliance, with the Republic, Great JBritain 
would filence all the arguments of her ene- 
mies, andfecure to herfelf the eternal gra- 
titude; of the Dutch :na;tion. That a nego- 
tiation op ^his bafis could not eafily -foil of 
fuccefs, if conduded by an ambaflkdor, 
whofe manner fhould be fufficiently conci- 
liating to foften thqfirft violence of that 
Rancour wiiich th^ Englifh name fp.uni- 
verfaljy excited in.Holland, and who (hould 
poljTefe fiifficient penetration and addjefs to 
deted: and rcfiite the mifreprefent^tions ufed. 
by the Patriots,: and to let in its, true light 
the geperous and difipterefteci cprjdud.of 
his Britannic Majefty, Laftly, that the vaft 
iipport&nce of the Dutch port5 in India, in 
cafe of a new war, was morie ;than fuffi- 
cient to juftify an experiment by which no- 
thing was rifked for .the prefent, as the 
propofed ceffions would of courfe be only 
eventual. Thefe reprefentations decided 

the 
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the Englifli cabinet, and Sir James Harris 
was pitched upon for the condudl of the* 
intended negotiation. But in the mean 
time the King again difmiffed his confiden- 
tial fervants ; during the ftruggle which 
followed this event all foreign confidera-^ 
tions were forgotten, and the whole atteri-^ 
tion of the nation was abforbed in their 
indignation againft Lord North and Mr. 
Fox, who had abjured their mutual ani- 
inofity, without waiting for the confent of 
the public. 

The Coalition Miniftry was difmiffed on 
the 1 7th of December, 1783, and the affairs 
of Holland feem to have been entirely 
overlooked by the Englifli till the end of 
1784; whereas France was enabled during 
this interval not only to do away the un- 
favourable impreflions occafioned by her 
conduct in the late peace, but even to ex- 
tend her influence far beyond its former 
bounds, by taking advantage of the dif- 
putes between the Emperor and the re- 

public. 
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The Irontiers of Flatid€;rs had been feti- 
dcd in 1 6164, by a fonnal convention be-* 
tween the ^A^g of .Stp^i^ suid the StUt$ 
Genexd. After the fuccef&on war, the 
j^anilh Low Countries were allotted tQ 
Ae houie of Auftria: b^t the maritime" 
fiQwerj, by the barrier treaty of Noycmf 
jber^ 1 715* annexe4to this ceijiion a variety 
of conditions, wh^h weare at that time 
^KHig^t neceilary to preferve the politiod 
lyftem of Europe, and juflified by the ex^ 
pences that thefe powers, and particularly 
the Dutch, had incurred during the war. 
The various altercations betw:een the ^o- 
yerkiment of the Low Countries and the 
StUfiS General jefidting from this treaty^ 
produced in 1718 a new convention, by 
which die frontiers of the republic »/ere exr 
S&aded(^ hj^y ond the .limits ailigned to thei^ 
in 1664, ^ althpi^ thi$<;o9vention wais 
jodt fonsiajly rauified by the court of Yieo.- 
iia, the l^tch proceeded to oca;ipy a |;r^ 
pwrt o(f ^ country thus ceded to them. 
After the peace of Aix la Chapejle, the 
barrier towns, taken by the French, werp 

again 
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jfgain reftored to the republic; hjut tkc 
court of Viepoa r^ufed to xxMxtfibyte to 
the expejiice o£ 4:e-building >the fortifiou- 
tion$» wfekh had bqen imiverialty 4^jpao». 
JUfliedj to pay their fubfidy for the i2,ooQ 
XHitch troops jempioyed in the g^rrifons^ 
4pF jwqa to difburf^ <the arrears whiqh wca^ 
due to the republic before the Freach ini- 
vafion. The prefeat Ea^eror went i^ 
farther. Taking advantage of the war 
between the Dutclji and XJreat )Britaio^ 
which was the guaranty to the barrier 
treaty, he, in 178^1, fud^eply declare^ 
that treaty ojjfgje^^ *ook ¥pw feifpfelfthc 
fyrofcpiawn of tb* frootier^ and diifoiiflfed 
the Duljch ga^rrifo^s. 

The littie 0|>pofition, in»de by the Stetc$ 
p^apral to >this extraordinary 0Gbeafui:e« siad 
the ffia^y iymptoH^s ^f weaknefs and anar- 
chy to whiclji the JEmperor had been witneft 
dur^ghisjouflpeyAn Hc^land, encouraged 
him to new prgjefts a and hedire^Sed tfae 
go^erf^pat of l;h^ how Cpufttriep to take 
t^ firft opportiKUty of .fefuming all the 
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territory which had been occupied by the 
Dutch fince the Convention of 1 664. Th6^ 
manner in which this order w^s executed 
was rather whimfical. In the beginning 
of November, 1783, a foldier had died in 
the fort of Liefienjhoek^ tod the garrifoh 
prepared, according to cuftom, to bury 
him in the neighbouring village of Doek\ 
iituate within the frontier claimed by the 
Emperor. The proceffion was met by the 
bailiff of Beveren, in Auftrian Fknders, 
who entered a proteft againft this viola* 
tion of his Imperial matter's territory; 
and, a few days afterwards, a detachment 
from the garrifon of Ghent came to Dofle^ 
took up the body, and threw it into the 
ditch of the Dutch fort; while another de- 
tachment from the garrifon of Bruges were 
employed in taking poffeffion of the fort^ 
of St. Donat, St. Pierre^ and Job. Such 
violent meafures occafioned univerfal con- 
flemation in the republic, as no one could 
forefee what degree of refentment might 
be excited in the Imperial mind by this 
ftrange aggreffion of a dead foldier. Some 
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tiafty jtocafures were taken for the tem^o- 
I'aiy protedion of Dutch Brabant ; at the 
fame time means of conciliation were at- 
temptedj and in the month of April two 
additional plenipotentiaries were fent to 
BrufTek. The court of Vienna, however, 
continued to rife in its demands. Maef- 
tricht^ which had been promifed to Spaiii 
as a return for its friendly inter£ei:encc 
during the Eroich invafion in 167a, was 
claimed by the Emperor, as reprefentative 
of the Spanifh Monarch. The free na- 
vigation of the Scheld was infifted on; 
an invafion of the republic was announced 
in cafe of refiftance ; and it was known 
that the Emprefs of Ruffia was determined 
to arm in fupport of the Emperor's pre- 
tenfions* In this defperate fituation of 
the republic, the court of Verfailles de* 
tlared their intention of embracing its 
caufe, and even appeared refolved to rift; 
a war in its favour* Such a meafure, at 
fuch a time, naturally produced a high 
degree of refped for French magnanimity, 
and a proportionate hatred againft their 
jivals, theEnglifli. 
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Whilft the temper of the Dutch wa3 
thus hoftile to Great Britain, there was no 
power on the Continent on whofe friendly 
difpofition Ihe could rely. The Emperor; 
though not much pleafed with the condudfc 
of the court of Verfailles, trufted to the flow, 
but fure efFedt of the Queen^s influence in. 
his favour, and was by no means difpofed 
to purchafc, by a rupture with France, the 
alliance of Great Britain, who feemed to 
have neither any fixed principles of govern- 
ment at home, nor a confiflient plan of fo- 
reign politics. Ruflia was intimately al- 
lied with the Emperor, arid indifferent to 
the refl: of Europe. The Emprefs had 
long reppfed her principal confidence in 
Prince Potemkin ; and this Angular, but 
able man, had dire<£led the ambition of his 
miftrefs towards the South, where alone 
the farther aggrandizement of her empire 
appeared practicable. In foreign connec- 
tions nothing was looked to beyond their 
probable fubferviency to this view. The 
Emperor had very ably contrived to over- 
turn the interefts of his rival at St. Peterf- 
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burgh> and had concluded an alliance with 
the Emprefs, who now refolved to affift 
him with all that weight which Ruffia held 
in the fcale of Europe, in order to fecure 
his efFedlual co-operation againft theTurks. 
That fingular enthufiafm which Mr. Fox 
had contrived to infpire, had for a time 
fufpended this fyftem ; but it was refumed 
on his difmiffion, and from that moment, 
the minifters of France, Spain, and Eng- 
land have equally played a fubaltem part 
at St. Peterlburgh. Denmark and Sweden , 
were not likely to a6l in oppofition to 
Ruffia ; and a connection with the Forte 
was not yet thought of. The King of 
Pruffiawas decidedly adverfe to any alli- 
ance with Great Britain, unlefs joined by 
the Emprefs : the great objeft of his po- 
licy was to fet afide, or at leaft to weaken, 
the alliance between France and Auftria, 
which had been concluded in 1756; and on 
this principle he directed the operations of 
his party in the Republic, which was now 
confiderable. It had originated in the in- 
fluence of the Princefs of Orange, and had 
G % been 
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been much augmented by the failure of art 
abfurd attempt made by the Orange party 
on the 6th of December, 178^, to produce 
an infurre<ftion in favour of the Stadthol- 
der, in confequence of which he had beea 
reduced to apply to the King of Pruffia for 
protedion. The King had even at that 
time recommended an acquiefcence in the 
proje<as of the French^ and he was now 
ftill more difpofed to fuch advice from the 
profpedt of a rupture between them and 
the Emperor. 

Such was the ftate of Europe, when, 
the Englifli cabinet, finding thcmfelves 
firmly eftabKflied in the government, began 
to diredt their attentioa towards the afiairs 
of Holland. They adopted, in part at 
kaft, the plan laid down by their prede- 
ceffors, confirmed the former dioice of an 
ambaflador, and difpatched to the Hague 
Sir James Harris; who arrived towards the 
end of December, 1784. 
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This meafure, though it did not pro- 
duce any immediate effeA on the ftate of 
parties in Holland, was at leafta public in- 
dication that the Britifh cabinet were now 
determined to renew the ftruggle for con- 
tinental influence ; and it was evident that 
the event of this ftruggle, would in a 
great meafure decide the relative im- 
portance of France and Great Britain. 
From this period therefore, the hiftory of 
the Republic becomes much more intereft* 
ing, and will require a more particular de- 
tail; fo that it may not be amifs in this 
place, tp take a view of the principal cha- 
racters who will appear on the fcene. 

The Prince of Orange pofTefles great 
lacility of comprehenfion, a Angular 
quicknefs in difcerning charad;ers, and 
a memory naoft uncommonly retentive. 
Few, of his predecefTors have been . fo 
deeply verfed m the hiftoiy and conftitu^ 
G 3 tiojx 
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tion of the republic, and certainly none have 
been more cautious of exceeding the bounds 
prefcribed by that conftitiition to the power 
of the Stadtholder. His manners are affa- 
ble, and his difpofition modeft and unaf- 
fuming. Perhaps this laft quality is a 
principal caufe of thofc diftrefles to which 
he has been expofed, as Duke Lewis, who 
wifhed to obtain an exclufive influence 
over his pupil, appears to have ftudioufly 
encouraged in him a diffidence in his own 
judgment, and a diftruft of all thofe who 
furrounded him. Hence, though always 
firm in his adherence to the general line of 
condudl which he thought elTential to the 
intercfts of his country, he was frequently 
wavering and undetermined in the choice 
of the means, fo that his character was for 
fome time confidered as a mixture of per* 
fonal courage and political irrefolution. 
But, on his being deprived of Duke Lewis, 
and abandoned to his own efForts,the energy 
of his mind was found to increafe in pro- 
portion to the preflure of his misfortunes i 
?ind his condu<5t during thofe calamitous 

times 
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times which immediately preceded the. 
revolution, would not have difgraced the 
ableil of his predeceffors. 

The Princefs of Orange unites all the 
accomplifhments of her fex, and the moil 
amiable domeftic virtues, with that daring 
Ipifit which charaAerifes the Houfe of 
Brandenburgh. During the long and illi- 
beral perfecution which was raifed againft 
her hufband, although fhe was conftantly 
obferved with the fame patient and watch- 
ful malignity, her enemies were never 
able to fix a ftain on the undeviating rec- 
titude of her condu^Sl; her firmnefs and 
refignation rendered her at all times an ob- 
je(5l of refpedt and pity, and greatly con- 
tributed to prepare the minds of the people 
for that revolution, of which her fortunate 
intrepidity became the immediate and 
pftenfible caufe. 

Such a change of circumftances, however, 
was at this time too improbable to raife 
the hopes of the moft fanguine well-wifliers 
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to the Orange caufe. Thefe indeed na 
longer formed a party. Though compofed 
of the firft faniiilics in the republic, they 
were without power, without a chief, with-^ 
out a plan of concert, without hopes of fo-r 
reign afliftance, and defpondent from along 
. feries of difappointments. Their adverfa- 
ries poflefled all the advantages of internal 
authority and foreign influence, they were 
united in a party, and conduced by three 
able leaders, Van Berkel, Gyzlaar, and 
Zeebergen, penfionaries of Amftejfdam, 
Dort, and Haarlem. 

Tbef? three perfons had beeti bred tq 
the law, a profeffion which, in the repub- 
lic, is the ufual preparation for the difchargo 
of the principal public offices. Van Berkel 
had begun his career without much fuccefs 
at the Hague, and from thence had remov-f 
ed to Amfterdani, where his great con- 
nexions arifing from a fortunate inarriage, 
his known hatred to the Stadtholder, his 
deteftation of the Englifli, and fome repu-t 
tatioii for ability, had gradually raifed him 

to 
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to the poft of penfionary. In this (ituation, 
by the firmncfs of his charadler, and acute*^ 
nefs of his mind, he foon acquired a decid-» 
td afcendancy over the great penfionary 
Bleyfwick, and thus became the oftenfible 
chief of the Anti-ftadtholderian party, 

Gyzlaar had become penfionary of Dort, 
in 1779, through the influence of Van 
BerkeL His warm attachment ' to the 
French intereft, his impetuofity of temper, 
his fine talents, his undaunted courage, and 
powerful eloquence, rendered him perhaps 
the moft foraiidable of the Stadtholder's 
opponents. 

Zeebergen, penfionary of Haarlem, firft 
rofe into importance in the year 1779, by 
procuring from France for that town the 
fame commercial advantages which flie had 
granted to Amfterdam ; and by thus point-, 
ing out to the other towns of the province, 
^the line of condud which the court of 
Verfailles wiflied them to follow. He was 
fible, patient, and intriguing, and conceals 
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cd under an appearance of great modera^^ 
tion, a zeal for the caufe not inferior to 
that of his aflbciates. Befides thefe, a 
fourth perfonage began about this time to 
attrad: the attention of the public, and 
gradually increafed in importance until he 
became the principal hero of the patriotic 
fadlion. This was the Rhingrave of Salm. 
Though lately an infignificant officer in 
the Dutch army, he was noW intrufted 
with a moft important negotiation at Ber* 
lin, to which he was recommended by the 
Patriots, as a reward for his fubferviency 
to the views of France, but which was 
Confirmed to him by the Prince of Orange, 
whom he had betrayed. This fingular 
adventurer certainly pofTefTed confiderable 
talents, and perhaps fome genius, iince he 
was on the point of realizing the vafl ex- 
pedlations fuggefted. by his inordinate am« 
bition, and for a length of time fucceeded 
in duping fome of the ablefl politicians in 
Europe, and in rendering them fubfervicnt 
to his own purpofes. His knowledge, 
though fuperficial, was unqueflionably va^ 
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rious and extenfive ; he could talk with 
fluency and elegance the language of almoft 
every country, affume the tone of every 
paffion, and accommodate himfelf to every 
temper and underftanding; though he was 
moft peculiarly fuccefsful in captivating 
the minds of the populace. By thefe ta- 
lents, by a complete indifference to every 
religious and moral principle, and by the 
mofl fhamelefs effrontery, he long dazzled 
his own party, and aftonifhed and intimi- 
dated his enemies ; till his conduft at 
Utrecht rendered him the objedl of univer- 
fal contempt, and proved that with the 
vices, and perhaps the talents, of a Cati-« 
line, he wanted his courage. 

The alterations in the Dutch conftitu- 
tioh proje(Sted by the Patriots, were as fol- 
lows ; ** That the forms of the prefent 
governnient Ihould continue to fubflft, but 
that the States fhould become in every re- 
fpeft completely independent of the Stadt- 
holder; and that for this purpofehe fhould 
Up longei enjoy a feat in any of the colleges 

in 



( $2 ) 

in the republic- That the Regtimens fliould 
be aboliflied. That the Stadtholder's right 
of recommending candidates for the vacant 
magiftracies in the towns of Holland fhould 
ceafe. That the charges of Stadtholder 
and Captain General (hould if poffible be 
feparated, and conferred on different per-* 
fons ; or that, at leaft, the titles only 
fliould be referved to the Prince of Orange* 
and the offices be executed, as iiji the 
time of the De Witts, by deputies chofen 
for the purpofe. In general, that the 
Stadtholder fhould poffefs fuch powers 
only as might enable him to execute the 
orders of the States. That the hereditaiy 
Stadtholderate fhould continue in the Prince 
of Orange on his acceptance of thefe terms; 
but that in cafe of his refufal, the different 
Hates fhould be at liberty to ele(3: another 
Stadtholder/' 

It was evident that a plan fo obvioufly 
fubverftve of every principle on which tjic 
union of Utrecht had been eflablifhed, was 
pot likely to meet the concurrence of all 
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the members of the unioa. It was deier* 
mined therefore, in purfuance of the plaa 
kid down by Barnevelt and the De Witts, 
to diminifh as much as poffible the power 
of the States General ; to affert on all oc- 
cafions the independence of the States of 
Holland ; and to difregard the oppofition 
of fuch members of the union as thejr 
(hould be unable to draw over to their 
interefts. 

Still, however, it was ncceffary to the 
complete fuccefs of their projed:, tfiat they 
fliould have at their own difpofal a body of 
troops, on whofe fidelity they could de- 
pend 1 and even this was furniflied to them 
by the Angular circumft^ces of the times^ 

Although the United States have long 
been under a neceflity of maintaining an 
army for the general proteAion of the re- 
public, the feveral towns have at all times 
intrufted the defence of their walls to an 
armed body of their own buighers : and 
this national militia enjoyed no inconfider- 
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able degree of reputation, before the intro- 
dudion of that fevere difcipline which has 
lately prevailed among the mercenary ar* 
mies of Europe. When the late Stadthol- 
der projedled the reform in the army of 
the republic, good policy perhaps required 
that he ihould at the fame time propofe a 
fimilar improvement of the national mili- 
tia; as the burghers are in general well 
difpofed to the houfe of Orange, and 
would thus have formed a powerful and 
conftitutional defence of the Stadtholderate 
againll the incroachments of the magif- 
trates. This, however, was then negledled, 
and the idea was either never fuggefted, or 
at leaft never adopted by the prefent Prince 
of Orange. The confequence was, that 
during the late war, when the whofe na- 
tion was infpired with a general military 
enthufiafm, and when an univerfal jealoufy 
prevailed againft Duke Lewis and the army 
which he commanded, various bodies of 
people voluntarily affembled for the pur- 
pofe of acquiring a knowledge of military 
difcipline; and, as thefe bodies were, of 
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cburfe compofed of perfons inimical to the: 
Prince of Orange, they were every where 
proteded and encouraged by the Patriots* 
They were directed in the firft inftance to 
appear as protestors of the burghers ; to 
infill: on the difmiffion of fuch members in 
the different regencies as were known to 
be well afiedted to the Stadtholder; and 
to procure the eftablifhment of a committee 
of burghers^ for the purpofe of cle<fting 
new members to fupply their place. Thefe 
military affociations, under the name of 
Free Corps ^ began in the provincje of U- 
trecht; from whence they gradually fpread 
through the other provinces, and at this 
time began to afliime a very menacing 
appearance. 

Befides thefe internal refources, the Pa- 
triots were affured of all the affiftance that 
French influence, French intrigue, and 
French money could give them. During 
the late war, although the friends of the 
StadthoHer had been unable to refift the 
French intereft on other points, they had 
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been fufiScicntly ftrong to prevoit thoiS* 
vaft exertions, and that profufc expendituie 
of men and money, which the court ot 
Verfailles had expedled from the republic^ . 
It was, therefore, efiential to the interefts 
of France that the whole power of the 
ftate Ihould be vefted in the Patriots, from 
whom (he was fure of obtaining the moft 
perfeA co*operation in the event of a new 
war, for which Ihe had already begun to 
prepare, and of which India was intended 
to be the theatre^ Of the fifteen hundred 
men who compofed the garrifon at thei 
Cape, one-third confifted of the regiment 
of Meuron ; and that of Luxemburg^ con-* 
£fling of about a thoufand men, was 
in garrifon at Columbo and Trincomal^* 
Both thefe bodies were taken into the fer- 
vice of the Dutch Eaft India Company, but 
it was ftipulated that they fhould be re- 
cruited from France, and that each (hould 
in future be ftrengthened by two hundred 
men, in addition to their ufual comple.* 
ment. On this foundation it was intended 
to raife a formidable military force in the 
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Dutch Eaft' Indies, as foon as the projeds 
of Fiance Ihould be matured; but in thp 
meai time it was necelTaiy to take eveiy 
.means of extending and fecuring their po- 
pularity in the republic. With this view 
they had permitted the Dutch to raife 
within the kingdom a body of four thou- 
fand light troops, and had formally noti- 
fied to the Emperor that th6y could not 
fee with indifierence any hoflilities exer- 
died againft the States. 

At the fame time the king of PrufTia, 
from motives already mentioned, was per- 
fedUy difpofed to coincide with the views 
of FiaJnce. The reports from Prince Hen- 
ry, who was then at Paris, gave him rea- 
fon to believe that the Queen*s influence 
began to decline, and that the court of Ver- 
faiUes might now he induced to put an end 
to the alliance of 1756, and to umte with 
Fruflia. It was natural that the interefts 
of the Stadtholder, and even the exigence 
of the Stadtholderate fhould appear of little 
importance, when put in competition with 
this great objcft. The king only required 
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that the honour of th^ houfe of &randen>^ 
feurg^ fhould be prefctved, and that if the 
diiiniffion of the Prince of Orange were 
refolyed on, the Princcfs ihould have an 
offer of the poft of Gouverninte, aiSfted hf 
a council chofen from the Patriotic Fac- 
ticMi. 

Front fo powerful a cbmbihation, the 
complete ruin of the Stadtholder was uni- 
verfally confidered as inevitable j jand ali 
refiftance appeared fo fruitlefs, that the 
Prince of Orange had lately lubmittbd to 
the humiliating neceflity of pro^pofing to 
the States the nomination of a French offi* 
cer (M. de Mailkbois) to the command of 
the Dutch army» 

Such was the tmpromifing, and ap* 
parently defperate pofture of affairs, when 
Sir Jame^ Harris began his miillon at 
the Hague. It was neceffary that he 
Ihould fcparate the man from the mimy^ 
ter^ and that by his addrefs and conciliat- 
ing manners, he ftiould refcue himfelf from 
that general profcription in which all who 
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Jaof^ th* name of J^gljflimqn had been 
J©9g invplvod. That with m appearance 
of perfe^ ina^ivity, he ihwW c^kft aqd 
unit? It featto'ed and defpondent party, and 
inf^e them with unanimity and coHRige; 
that he Ihould difcover or create channels of 
furc and fecret intelligence ; aad that under 
all thofe impreffions of jealoufy which hi$ 
miflion neceflarily infpired, he fliould dif- 
appoint the vigilance^ and d^tf ^ aad di^feat 
the intrigues of a wary and powerful fac- 
tion, whqfe enjiffaries pervaded every fo- 
ciety in the republic. In all the& points, 
this ** fubtlc and audacious mjnifter," (a5 
the French writers emphatically fl:yle him) 
became at laft completely fuccefsful. 

Keying could be more gloomy than the 
profpe(9: which prefented itfelf on all fides 
at the cpmrnencement of the year 1 785 . At 
home, all was defpondence and diffatisfac- 
tion. The nomination of M. de Maille- 
bois, by which the chief of the republic 
was virtually declared incapable of under- 
taking its defence at this critical jundure ; 
H2 the 
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the impovcriflicd* ftate of the great com- 
mercial companies from lofles during the 
war, and from difappointmcnt in the ex- 
peded returns from North America ; the 
intention of adding a new tythe f cm aU 

articles 

* The lofles fuflained by the Eaft India Company, 
jGnce the year 1 780, in conibquence of the rupture widi 
England* an^ounted at this time to about feventy mil- 
lions of florins, equal to about iix millions one hundred 
and twenty^five pounds fterling, reckonii^ the florin at 
one fhiiling and nine-pence, 

+ It may be a matter of cUrlofity, and perhaps of 
confolation to the Engliih reader, to contemplate the 
heavy load of taxes under which the province of Hol- 
land not only fubfifts, but even flourifhes. The detail 
is as follows. 

Land-tax 2 f. 17 ft. per acre ; dykes a f* 3 ft- 1 totnl 
5 florins, or about 8 s. 9 d. fterling. Rent about 20 s« 
per acre. 

Taxes on houfes vary, : one houfe Ibmetimea pays as 
far as 40 pounds i^erling. 

Collateral Tax, or tax on inheritants out of the direft 
line : this varies from 2| to 10 per cent. It is levied 
in the province where the property, not the perfon, of the 
deceafed was lodged. This tax is fuppofed to bring, in 
the courfe of a few generations, all private property in- 
to the coffers of the public. 

All fales of moveables, comprehending grain, cattle, 
and all produce of land, pay the 80th penny ; . horfes the 
1 2th 5 immoveables pay the 40th penny. 
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articles of confumption ; and tlie exceiTes 
of the Patriots, reduced the people alixxofl: 
to defpair. Their fituation with refpeift to 
foreign powers was not calculated to«di{fi- 
patc their defpondence. A trifling mcr- 

FamiJli GeUt is a tax of s per cent, on every man's 
income ftated on oath. All eatables^ are Uxed high. 
Sinsll beer at about 50 per cent. CoiFee, tea, and fait, 
according to the number of fervants. Salt whether 
confumed or not. Wine pays an excife of about 3/. 
per hogfliead. 

Jmpt Geldt, or office money, is a tax of 2 per cent, 
on the revenue of all offices, excepting thofe in the ar- 
my : — the navy pay it. 

Ampt Obltgatiesp or recognitions* Every man ap- 
pointed to an office, muft buy-ftocks to a certain amount, 
and tear the bonds. This renders offices a kind of an- 
nuity, yielding to the purchafer about 12 or 14 per cent. 
All mahufaAures ufed in the country pay heavy charged ; 
but the duties and cuftoms, which are levied by the fe- 
veral admiralties, are low. 

The Eaft India Company pays as a compeftfation for 
its charter about 36,006/. fterling annually ; but in ad- 
dition, each (hare of 6000 florins pays 480 florins an* 
nually, whether there is a dividend or not. The reve- 
nues of this province, if we include what is paid to the 
feveral towns and corporations, may be eftimated at 
about 24 millions of florins, levied on a population of 
about 800,000 fouls ; fo that on an average, each per- 
fon pays about 30 florins, or two guineas and a half 
Englifli. 
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cantile difpute with the Venetians, which 
had been carried on by both fides with 
equal violence, feemed likely to terminate 
in a war between thefe rival republics. 
The Auftrian troops were on their march, 
and were almoft hourly expefted to begin 
their attack upon the frontier. The Etn- 
prefs of Ruffia had notified to the States 
her intention of fupporting the claims of 
the Emperor, and it was feared that a Ruf- 
fian fleet would be fpeedily fent to co-ope- 
rate with his army. The frontier of the 
republic on the fide of Flanders confifi:ed 
of forty-two towns, and though many of 
thefe might be rendered inacceflible by 
means of inundations, the remainder could 
not be long defended. The States indeed had 
lately aded with unufual vigour. Large 
fupplies of cattle, provifions, and military 
ftores, had been fent to Maeftricht : a con- 
fiderable augmentation of the army had 
been ordered : M. de Maillebois had un* 
dertaken to raife 3,000 men, the Rhin- 
grave 2,000, the young Prince of Hefic 
Darmftadt 2,000, and Colonel Matta 900^ 
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but it was feared tha^t after all thefe aug- 
mentations the army of the republic would 
ftill be very inadequate to its protedlion^ 
agajhii: the formidable power which now 
threatened it with an invaficm* 

A propofal for an accommodation, 
which arrived frojB the Emperor on the 
7th of January, was rather calculated to 
embarrafs the States^ than to infpire them 
with hopes of a fpecdy end to their diffi- 
culties. It was required that they fhould 
make a full reparation for the infult offered 
to the Imperial flag ; that they ihould in- 
dempify all thofe who had fuffered from 
the inundations at Lillo and the Sas de 
Qandi and that they Ihould furrender to 
the Emperor the town and fortrefs of 
Maeftricht with its dependencies. This 
propqfal was ftrongly recommended to 
them by M. de Vergennes, and they were 
affured by their anab^fTadors that his exift- 
ence as a miniiler depended on their com- 
pliance. Their anfwer was, as might 
i>e expe£ted» extremely civil; but. by 
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no means explicit on the fubjedl of Matf* 
tricht. 

From this ftate of doubt and apprehen- 
fion they were in a great meafure relieved 
by the unexpedled intelligence, that the 
ambition of the Emperor had now taken 
.a new turn; and that, by a treaty con- 
cluded on the third of January with the 
Elector Palatine, he had agreed to a tranf- 
fer of the Auftrian Netherlands, in ex- 
change for the fucceffion of Bavaria. By 
this treaty the Elector was empowered to 
affume the title of King, and at the fame 
time fucceeded to all the claims on the 
Dutch, in which the Emperor pledged 
himfelf to fupport him, as well as to make 
good the difference of value between Ba- 
varia and the Low Coimtries. This fingu- 
lar arrangement had been negotiated with 
fo much fecrecy, that the Due des Deux 
Fonts ^ though heir to the Eledor Palatine, 
was perfedly ignorant of this transfer of 
his fucceffion, till he received a notification 
from Coiyit Romanzow, Ruffian minifter 
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to the Circles, that the articles were a<5tu- 
ally figned, and that their Imperial Ma* 
jellies had little doubt of his readinefs to 
accede to them. This, however, the Duke 
pofitively refufed, and inftantly difpatchcd 
meffengers with the news to the courts of 
Verfailles and Berlin. The anfwer of M. 
de Vergennes was vague and myfterious $ 
but the King of Pruffia received the intel- 
ligence with fiirprize and indignation. He 
had hoped that the Emperor^s influence at 
Peteriburgh was greatly diminilhed, and 
he now learnt that it had been fufficiently 
ftrong to lead the Emprefs to violate her 
own guarantee of the peace of Tefchen. 

Such a piece of intelligence was of courfe 
received in Holland with the greatcft exul- 
tation. The Patriots now felt fully 
confident that the Emperor's projects 
againftthe republic were at an end; but 
that» monarch, however intimidated by the 
formidable league which had been form- 
ed in Germany under the aufpices of his 
rival the Kipg of Pruffia,. continued 
firm in his demands on Holland. In a 
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propofal, which he called his ultimatum, 
and which arrived on the 9th of March, 
he demanded *' The ceffion of the whole 
country beyond the Meufej both banks 
of the Scheld, from Antwerp to Saftingen 1 
the deffaru&ion of the Dutch forts i an in- 
demnification for the mifchiefs done to 
his fubjedts by the immdations 3 the fur-r 
render of the Dykes ; and twelve rail- 
lions of German florins as a compenfatioa 
for Maeffaricht. On thefe terms he con« 
fented to receive two deputies at Vienna, 
charged with a proper apology ; to ftop 
all military proceedings till the firft of 
May, and to continue the negotiations for 
the peace at Paris.'* A note arrived about 
the fame time from the court of Ruffia, 
cameftly advifing the States to pay the moft 
ferious attention to thefe propofals, and 
to accommodate matters as foon as pof^ 
iible ; and the fame advice was conveyed, 
though in different language, from M. de 
Vergennes, who was thoroughly tired of 
a quarrel which was fo prejudicial to his 
own interefts at Verfailles, and which 
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threatened the deflrudion of all his prcv 
jeds in the Eaft Indies* 

The republic was now in a moft embar^** 
railing fituation. A war, without the moft 
efiedtuaL affiAance from France, could 
only be the refuge of defperation. On 
the other hand, the ceffion of the country • 
of Outremetife was quite inadmiffible ; and 
on tbis the States of Holland in their an« 
fwer, firmly, though relpedfuUy, infifted* 
But in order to foften this refufal, they 
agreed to pay a ranfom for Maeflricht, 
and confented to open the Scheld as far ad 
Safiingen^ on condition that the remainder ^ 
of the river ihould not be confidered a$ 
free. On the other points, they hoped to 
find fome fatisfadtory medium in the courfe 
of the negotiaticflfi. The Emperor, how- 
ever, continued to prefs for a decifive an- 
fwer; he pofitively refufed to accept of 
lefs than ten millions of fi<M:ins, as an in^ 
demnification for Macftricht, or to pro* 
long the armiftice beyond the 15 th of Sep- 
tember: and from his preparations in 
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Flanders, he appeared fo fixed in this refo** 
lution, that the Dutch, after determining 
to leave the whole matter to the afbitra-^ 
tion of France, began on their fide to pre- 
pare very fcrioufly for defence. The pro- 
tedtion of Dutch Brabant viras intruded to. 
M. de Maillebois; that of Dutch Flanders 
to General Dumoulin ; that of Nimeguen 
to General Vander Hop; and General 
Sandoz was appointed to command the 
corps de referve. But in the mean time 
the preliminaries had been figned at Paris 
on the 20th, and arrived at the Hague oa 
the 24th of September. It was agreed be- 
tween M. de Vergennes and the Dutch, 
ambafTadors, that the States fhould con- 
tribute fix, and the court of France four 
millions of florins, in order to complete 
the fum exa<^d by the Emperor. The 
other articles were fo loofely worded, and 
left fo much room for future altercations, 
with refped to the Scheld and the Eaft 
Indies, that when the ratification was pro- 
pofed in the States General, the provinces 
of Guelderland, 2^aland, and Friezeland, 

protefted 



( ^^9 ) 
l^roteftcd againft it. The Patriots, how- 
ever, on this occafion, difregarded the forms 
of the conftitution, and the meafure was 
paffed by the majority. The definitive 
treaty was in confequence figned at Fon- 
taihbleau on the 8th of November, as was 
on the following day the treaty of alliance 
with France. Thus ended this long and 
vexatious altercation with the Emperor, on 
terais which did Kttle honour to his cha- 
radcr, ;but which proved the mifcrable 
degradation of this once flourifhing re- 
public. 

n is a little extraordinary, that while 
this iinportant difpute was ftiit; depending, 
two new' and fingular attacks were made 
<Mi the 'chara<5ler, and attempted againil 
the perfon of Duke Lewis of Brunfwickl 
Whether theyarofe from private ariimo* 
fity, or from a defire of diverting the at- 
tention and indignation of the people from 
the tynainy of the government to fome 
Other objed, is unknown ; but the tranf^ 
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adions miy at leaft feiy^ to exhibit in kl 
true light, the chara^er of the Patriots. 

The Rhingrave of 8alm> who returned 
from his mi0ion at BerKn towards the end 
of February, publicly occufed Duke Lewii 
of carrying on a treafonable correfpondencc 
in thetowi) of Maeftricht, with a view of 
betraying it to the Eiuj^ror ; he ail^rted 
that he had received this information from 
the King of Pmifia, and wj^ empoivered 
to qiwi« that mwarch a$ the a\ithor of the 
accufation. Being queflioned on thi$ fub- 
je<St by the Prince of Orange, on the 4th 
of March, he repeated the farne afflirances, 
and even perfifted m then^ on th?: T^K 
when exaipined by the Befogne Sefrffe^ «r 
fecret committee of thp States G#<))eraL 
This information was immediatdy con^ 
veyed to th^ governor of Maeftricht j the 
vii^e-'hailijSFof the town was s^prebended 
on fufpkion, and confined for five week«t 
and his papers feized ajad examined. 
3ut as no txafces of the pretended treafon 
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could be <ii(covered, as the afTertion of the 
King of Pruflia was denied* and as the ia^ 
dignation of the Emperor be^;an to be.ap^ 
pfeheiided* if fo infamous a charge fliould 
be profecuted agdiift a field-^marOial in his 
fcrvice, all farther procefs was flopped^ 
and the whole afiair was ftudioufly involv- 
ed bj the Patriots in the moft impenetra- 
ble obibiritjr. Still however they wiihed 
to ^rme thaA the Duke^ firotti his retrelt at 
Aix la Chapdle, continued to correfpcmd 
wkli the Prince of Orange, and to dired: 
his ttieafures; and as they trere unpro'- 
vided with any evidence on which they 
could ground this accufation, they boldly 
determined to get poileiHon by force ot 
Duke Lewises paper*. They found, lA 
that crowd of adventurers whidi the ap*. 
pcarances of war had drawn into thfe 
United Provinces, a number of coflfpira^^i* 
tors, daring enough to attempt, and appa- 
rently fbong esioi^h to execute thijs fingu- 
lar robbery, the diredtion of which vm$ 
fiitmifted to a colonel in the Rhingiave*« 
legion. But the plot was fortuiaately dif-* 
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covered by the voluntary confeflion of one 
of the confpirators, and its perpetration 
was prevented by the feizure of his ac- 
complices, moft of whom were appre* 
hended on the a7th of July, at Aix la 
.Chapelle* . 

This projed feems to have been almoft 
gratiiitoufly. atrocious, fince no veiy ma- 
terial benefits could have accrued to the 
fadion, by proving that the Prince conti- 
nued to correspond with a perfon to whcta 
the repubUc' had formerly thought fit to 
intmfi: the /care of his education. Ano* 
ther meafuare of the Patriots might perhaps 
be thought too infignificant to deferve at- 
tention, but that it.likewife tends to £hew 
the fpirit of that government which the 
fadtion were labouring to eftablifh. This 
was the prohibition of orange ribbands. 

On the 19th of January, the Prince tad 
prcfented to the States General a letter, 
containing a full juftification of his whole 
conduia fince the year 1766, and a well- 
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digkiled plan of a national militia* Nei^ 
ther of thefe papers produced much eSe<% 
on the m^bers of government j but they 
excited a general fpitit of diflktisfadkioa 
vnongft the people* A number of pea*^ 
fafits aiiembled with orange cockades in 
their hatSj exclaimed againft the levies foif 
the augmentation of the free-corps, and 
declared their refolution of not being em4 
lK)di^» as they paid an army for their de<r 
ffmce* Thefe apfiearahces of a difpofition 
torevoltt produced an order from the ma«^ 
giftrates to prohibit the wearing of oiang^i^ 
ribands on the 8th of March, the Prince's 
birth^day, and this order was torn to 
|>iece8 by the populace at the Hague* It 
was how9V?r afterwards inforced with 
very extraordinary rigour. All fruits and 
flowers, of this inaufpicious colour were^ fo^ 
iemnly profcribed; and even carrots were 
not fuffered to be offered to fale with thei; 
roots outwards. Never perhaps wa@ the 
fupreme power of government fo fingolarly 
diri^^d^ and never did its mandates pro<^ 
duce fuch wniverfal diflrati$fac9;ion^ The 
I fame 



fame people who had coolly futmitted td 
a feries of the moft unconftitutional attacksf 
dn their liberty, were exafperated almoft to 
madnefs by thefe peevifh and puerile exer-» 
tions of tyranny. But whatever might he 
the errors of the Patriots in theif legiflative 
capacity, they (hewed confiderable addrefs 
in the profecution of their attack oil tjie 
privileges of the Stadtholder* Their firft 
attempt indeed was unfuccefsful, becaufe 
its object was not fufEciently conceal€d# 
This was a projed for the eftablilhment of 
a new military board, and it waS brought 
forward in the month of June by M. de 
Maillebois, then in the zenith of his popu-* 
larity . As the members of this board would 
have been nominated by the Patriots, they 
would thus have acquired a confiderable- 
Ihare in the direction of the army. The 
propofal was confidered in a committee o£ 
the States General, and rejecfted, becaufe it 
Was likely to produce a confiderable addi-^ 
tipnal expence j becaufe it interfered with 
the powers of the Council of State> which 
was already competent to tbe^ direiftion of 
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^H military afiairs ; and becaufe it infringed 
en the privileges of the Stadtholder^ 

Being baffled in this projed, the Patriots 
tlirftfed theiir attention towards the free- 
iorps, from whom they received, in the 
courie of this fummer, very iignal fervices* 
During the month of Auguft, the demo- 
craticd fpirit became almoft univerfal. At 
Leyden, at Haarlem, at Dort, at Schoon- 
hoven, and at Gouda, the burghers were 
{Prevailed on to take up arms» and to dif« 
pute the prerogatives of their regencies* 
The fame Ipirit appeared in Oveiyflel and 
in Gudderland, and was at its height in 
Utrecht* The States of Holland therefore 
determined to take advantage of this fa- 
vourable difpofition, and on the 8th of 
September came to a refolution, that, *• for 
the prevention of riots, guards fhould be 
appointed to patrole the ilreets of the 
Hague, and that the neceflary orders for, 
this purpofe fhould be iifued by the Gecom-- 
mitteer-de^Raaden.'^ The Prince of Orange* 
who attended the meetings fruitlefsly en- 
I a tered 



teitd his proteft againft this violoit ftlCflM 
fure, by which he was deprived of the com# 
ttiand of the garrifon. 

. His orders were now eveiy where difre«; 
garded* Although the general appfehen-^ 
Hoii of an attack from the Emperor was at 
it9 height, the province of Zealand forbadd 
the march of th^ir troops, whom he had 
ordered to the iilaind of Cotfand j OveryffeJ 
refufcd to fulFer their divifion to leave the. 
province ; and the fame difobedience way 
ihewn foon after by the provliKes of U-* 
trecht and Groningen. 

On the % 4th of September, the Prince fet 
^ff for Breda, and the Princcfs for Frief- 
land, where ihe was r€[ceived with univer*^ 
&] acclamations. It Ihould feem, that 
before her departure, the Patriots had fjpar^i. 
ed no pains to detach her, if pofCbte, from 
the interefts of the Prince her hnfband, and 
to induce her to accept the StadthdidcrianL 
authority under the title of Gouvemante*; 
In fa£l, they could not hope to eflablilh 
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Ihcir own power on a permanent footing 
without the acquiefcence of the King of 
Pruflia; and it was itnpoifible that he 
ihould confent to the difmiffion of the 
Stadtholder, as long as the Princefs was 
determined to ihare in his difgrace. Befidesi 
it was of importance to detain, if poilible^ 
the Stadtholderian familjr at the Hague^ 
Their departure at this time had the ap^ 
pearance of an exile^ and could not fail to 
excite the general commiferation of the 
people. The prefence of the Prince^ 
inight animate the efforts of his friends in 
the provinces } he might there unite his 
fcattered party ; he would be removed front 
the mockeiy and infult to which he had 
been fubjeft at the Hague ; and would no 
loiigcr be fo eafily afFedted by the menaces 

Or promifes of the Faftion, 

.♦ . 

It foon appeared that thefe apprehenfions 
Were not without foundation. The pro*^ 
Vinces began to perceive that there no 
longer remained the fmalleft appearance of 
fenger from the power of Ae Stadtholder * 
I 3 but 
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but that much was to be apprehended froift 
the tyranny of the province of Holland* 
This alarm began to appear at the begin-* 
ning of November in the province of 
Fricfland, where near feven-eights of the 
regents prcfented a memorial to the Prince^ 
cxprcffing their indignation at the defigns 
of the Patriots, and propofing to him a ne-» 
gotiation for a union of interefts. The 
States of Holland, on their part, feeme^ 
difpofed to throw off the mafk. They ini. 
ftituted, in the courfe of this month, a cpm« 
mittee to re-eianune and report the pay^* 
ments made by the different provinces tq 
the treafury of the republic; apd it was ob^ 
vious, that on this report they meant to 
ground a demand of a fhare of power prp-r 
portionate to their Ihare of the genei^al 
contribution. Such a meafyre naturally 
occafioned great diffatisfadion in the pro* 
vinces; and it was followed by the dif- 
graceful treaty with the Emperor, and by 
the French alliance, which had been fo 
precipitately concluded, that it was gene-» 
rally confidered as a mere compai^; between 

that 
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that Power and the oligarchy, which wa? 
now openly attempting to enflave the jre-^ 
public 

At this period of general di0atisfa<^ioii 
it is probable that a fuccefsful effort might 
have b^en made in favour of the Prince of 
Orange^ if Great Britain could have ob-* 
laiiied the co-Qperation of the King of 
Fruflia ; but the means of procuring that 
could not now be recovered- 

When the Emperor's projed for the ac- 
jquifition pf Bavaria was firft li;:nown, it is 
probable that the King of Pruffia would 
Jiave gladly paid almoft any price to fecure 
the acceflion of Great Britain to the Gerr 
manic league, but, unfortunately, the re*- 
gency of Hanover thought themfelves 
Scarcely lefs interefted in the fuccefs of 
that league than the court of Berlin itfelf $ 
^d therefore requcfted and obtained the 
:early and unconditional fignature of hi$ 
Britannic Majefty in his quality of clcdtor. 
Jt was alledged that fuch a Hep was per^ 
I 4 fc<aiy 
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ft&ly unconfleded with the iiitereftsi 6f 
his Majcfty's kingdom, and could ndt ii^ 
any fhape commit either the Britifh parlia^ 
ment or the cabinet; and in fadt it was 
tnitt that the king did not impofe upon 
himfelf my Qblig&tionfi in his regsd cha^ 
l^dter. But the Itnperial courts, and in% 
deed all the cdults in Europe, conceived 
that the Engliih parliament was nqt likelj 
to fee with indifference ?my attack which^ 
this meafure might eventually draw on th* 
dominions of their fpvereign ; and that, 
without being formally fledged to inter* 
fert, they would teitainly, though volurt*- 
titHy, t^kt A pm in the quarrel. iThife 
Opinion, which no dffurances or explana^ 
fions from England wert able to weaken, 
-give to the King of Pruflla every advan*? 
tage which he could have hoped to acquit^ 
by an alliance with Great Britain, and en*- 
abled hinl to itferve his intereft in the rei 
public as a bait, with which he hoped to 
obtain an alliance with Franc*, who had 
flot yet declared hcrfelf on the fubjeft of 
the Gertafitfi difpates*' He was* indeed^ 
\ V : prodigal 
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j^rodigal of advice to thd Prince of drange, 
^d of memorials to the States General j^ 
but his advice was much more conformabld 
to his own interefts, than tp thofe of the 
Stadtholder^ and his memorials were treat-^ 
kd with very little refpedk by the Patriots; 
who were perfedly aware of his unwilling-? 
tiefs to aft in pppofition to th? yieWs of 
France, 

- Upon the whole, it will appeaif that 
fome ground had been already gained by 
the Engliih piiniiler before the end of thd 
year 178J, although he had been ftbfent 
from his miflion duriilg the months of 
ApriU May, June, and July; and although 
the exertions of the French party had been 
^mated by the prefence of a new am-* 
t^tiTador, M, de Verac, who arrived at the 
Hague on the aoth of January* The gc- 
p^ral indignation againfl England had been 
in a great meafure removed; the defigns 
ef the Fadion had been fuccefsfuUy ex^ 
pQfed, andbegai^ to ;^Watken general and 

increafing 



( laa ) 

incrcafing fufpicion i the court of Verfaillcs 
had loft much of their popularity ; and a 
memorial on the fubjed:,of their alliance, 
ivhich had been prefented by Sir James 
Harris on the a ad of November, had pro* 
duced fuch efFe<%f that the mercantile part 
«f th^ oationi and the Eaft India Company 
in particulari began to look forward with 
conliderable apprehenfion to the. confe-i.^ 
ijuences of their connections with France, 

If has already been mentioned, that the 
court of Verfailles had long been preparing 
for a new war in India, in which they 
were yc^ anxious to procure the efiedhiftl 
co-operation of the republic. In hO[% 
the ftrength of the Dutch in Aiia had been 
the original motive of the great exertions 
made by France to fecure their alliance ; 
9nd even the miflion of M« de Ja Vauguyon 
bad been 9- confequence of the refump-* 
tion of a projedl formed by M, de Choifeul, 
foon after the peace of 1763, That toim 
nifter had, in the very next year, tranf- 
mitted a memorial to the Dutch £^1 In^ 

dia 
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dia Coitopany, dating the exorbitant power 
of the EngUih in the Eaft Indies^ and fug-<> 
gefting a plan of concert between thq 
^ French and Dutch companies, for the pur- 
pofe of reducing it within more moderate 
bounds. This plan^ however, was at the 
time fupprefTed by the friends of France, 
in confequence of its being obferved by the 
]ate advocate of the Dutch company, tha( 
it would be iinpoffible to keep it fecrct| 
and that when known> it would be ren-^ 
dered ineffe^ual by the Englilh party in 
the dire&ion. The prefent iituation of 
afiairs appeared more favourable* The 
debt of the Dutch Eaft India Company to 
government, amounted to two million^ 
and a half fterling ; they were, therefore, 
in fuch a ftate of dependence, that the Pa*, 
triots had hopes of prevailing on them 
either by threats or promifes, to take intq 
their pay, and tranfport to India about 
three thoufand additional troops, who were 
become ufelcfe to the republic, by the 
termination of the difputes with the Em- 
peror, In tlii$ projeia, however, they met 

with 



Vith greater difficulties than they hii ^ 

J)rehended. The direftorSj wKohadbe^fl 

warned of this intention, evaded the re^ 

queft, gllcdging the diftreffed ftate of thftit 

finances ; and at the fame time, f)refefttdd 

a memorial to the States General, cdft-* 

taining a full and melancholy aCcoynt of 

their iituation, and reqsxc^in^ leaV^ t6id|)€ti 

ft loan under the fandfcion of governmftftt, 

for ten millipns of florins. A variety df 

documents accompanyingj this memori^li 

tended to prove that their diftrefs drigpi-* 

tiat^d in the war with England; buit as the 

feflablifhmenf of this fadf WQyld havtf 

ftrongly militated againft all the vi^w$ df 

the Patriots, the oligarchy determined td 

fuppfefs the memorial ; and by their i04 

Huence in the St^ites Oenefal, prt>cured a 

Vote, that the diftrefs qf the compatiy wa^ 

Owing to the ihifmanagcrtient of the direct 

tors, and that it would therefore be propeif 

to adjoin to the direction, ^x perfons, t<i 

be nominated bythe States of Holland, aftd 

appointed by the States General, as a ftandi* 

ing committee for the purpofe ci corre<3:* 

ing 



iftg paft; and prwcnting future abuto 
This unjufl: and arbitrary meafure> which) 
would have transferred the whole diredion; 
tb a few dependants of the oligarchy, im* 
itpiediately occafioned a moft animated pro<^' 
UA from the Ze^nd department, who 
boldly challenged the States to produce any 
ipecijSc inAance of mifcondu<% in the di-«' 
fedors, and vindicated their former me.*^ 
morial by fuch forcible arguments, that: 
the whole body of directors appeared to 
catch their fpirit ; and towards the middle 
of January, were firmly refolved to oppofe^ 
the intended ufurpation* 

This general alarm greatly embarraffed 
die Patriots. During the month of Fe- 
bruary, all the inferior agents attached to 
the French embafly, were employed at 
Amftefdam in affifting Van Berkel to gain 
over the votes of that city; and they were 
jfo far fuccefsful, that the diredtors agreed to * 
the formation of the board of controul, on 
condition that the commiffioners, named by , 
theStateSj (hould not be annexed to any of ^ 
•«- : the 
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Ae four cxiftmg departments;* afld tliat' 
only two of them fhould be admitted into-thet 
aflembly of feventeen« And as it was necef^ 
ikiy that the jealoufy of the directors ihould 
have time to fubfide, it was ftirther agreed^ 
^t the fupreme court fhould not be imme« 
diately fummoned, but that the feveral 
boards fhould feparately petition the States 
General for the fums which were imme^ 
diately wanted. 

This arrangement, however, by no 
means came up to the views of France« 
The court of Verfailles, therefore, eameft- 
Iv intreated their friends not to wait for the 



, • The Dutch Eaft India Company is compofed of 
fix dilliria affociations, formed in the towns of Am- 
fterdam, Middleburg, Delft, Rotterdam, Horn, and 
Enkhuyfcn. Thefe are divided into the four depart* 
ments of Amfterdam, Middleburg, the Meufe, and 
North Holland. The general interefts of the whole 
company are managed by a general court of diredors, 
called the Affembly of Seventeen. In this aflembly Anw 
fierdam has eight votes, Zealand four ; the four fmaller 
companies one each. The feventeenth direftor is named 
alternately by 2^aland, or by one of the four fmaller 
companies^ called Les PttUes Chamhra. 

parti* 
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participation of the company, bat t6 fend 
dut immediately four fhipsof the line, and 
four frigates, with as many troops as 
they could carry, and to pay the expenceS 
of this armament from the revenues of the 
province of Holland* They obferved, that 
the company would be efied:ually pledged 
by this meafure, and muft eventually con-^ 
fent to teimburfe the money; they an^ 
nounced a.war in India as an early and in« 
evitable event ; and they promifed that the 
preparations of France ihould keep pace 
with thofe of the republic* At the. fame 
time, the French agents were directed to 
ledouble their aAivity in Amfterdam, ia 
order to perfuadethe diredors to take three 
thoufand French troops immediately into 
their pay. 

So bold a propofal ftaggered even the 
peniionaries. In the mean time, their in- 
trigues did not meet with the ufual fuccefs» 
and the propofed augmentation was rejedt- 
ed,**in the month of April, by the aflembly 
of fcventeen> then jfitting at Amfterdam* 

Indeed, 



tfedecd, A igencral and fyftematic oppoi* 
fition feemcd now to be fonning, Thc^ 
appearance pf the Zealand pcnfionaiy, M*^ 
Van dcr Spiegel, at the Hague; and th6 
mmour of fome fccret conferences betwecir 
kim and the Englifli minifter, confiderably 
farmed the oligarchy*, V^ho had conftantiy 
found themfelvcs balfled in Zealand, by thtf 
talents and courage of this truly able man^ . 
and who dreaded from his future exertions^ 
the entire defedion of his province^ Guel^ 
derland and Friefland exhibited^ at the famd 
time^ ftrong fymptoms of difaf&dionj^ 
(Sroninget) and Overyflel begstn to waver i 
aiid a memorial from the Englifli minifter^ ' 
which at this critical moment feemed t<3h 
have fome hidden and ferious purport, con^^ 
tributed to increafe the embalrraflhient of 
the government. France, however, ilill 
continued to urge themforwaiids, and pto-» 
mife them fuch efFedual affiilance as ihould 
foon overpower all eppoiition in the re^ 
public, fQ ihat they at IcRigth dctefmined 
to perfcvere in their exeftignSt forth^pur^ 
pofe Qf Um^knmg th^ diie^i^n of miln 

tary 
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taiy afl&irs in India from the company, to 
the fecret committee of the States General. 

The particulars of the formidable projedt 
which this committee were intended to car- 
ry into execution, have never tranfpired. 
It is known, however, that it was propofed 
to form an ofienfive and defenfive alliance 
between the King of Travancore, Tippo 
Saib, the Mahrattas, and the Soubah of 
the D^can : that thefe princes were to be 
invited to attempt at one and the fame mo- 
ment a feparate invafion of the Engliih 
fettlements ; that for this purpofe they were 
to feize the firft favourable opportunity,* 
without waiting for a war in Europe j and 
that thp operations to be intruded to each, 
were traced out in the plan with the great- 
eft acojracy. It likewife appears that 
thefe princes were to have been aiiifted by a' 
body of European troops, to be furnifhed. 
by the French and Dutch. France, pro- 
bably, intended to contribute as many asf 
could be fcnt out to India without fufpi- * 
cioQ. The eftabli&meQt of the Dutch, at 
K this 
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this time in India, amounted to eight thou- 
fandmcn, which the diredors weredelired to 
increafe to fourteen. Their intended quo- 
ta, therefore, may be eftimated at about 
fixthoufand. 

The execution of this projecS, as far Z9 
the Dutch were concerned, was intended 
to be intrufted to the Rhingrave, whofc 
political and military talents were, at this 
time, in high eftimation. 

Fortunately for the Dutch company, and 
for the general repofe of India, the execu- 
tion of the plan was fufpended by thepre- 
fent embarraffment of the Patriots ; and^ 
before the clofe of the next year, was .eflfec- 
tually flopped by the anriihilation of that 
authority which they had fo long ufurped* 
The diffatisfa<aion produced by the inor- 
dinate influence which the court of France 
were now feen to poffefs iti, the repub- 
lic. Was not confined' to the Eaft Ihdia 
Company, but pervaded eVeri the toWns 
of Holland^ and the ci^ of Arofterdam- 

itfelf. 
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itfelf, which had been hitherto the great 
bulwark of the Patriots. In fad, though 
this city is naturally, and from the fpirit 
of its conftitution, inimical to the privi- 
leges of the Stadtholder, it is not naturally 
attached to France, or difpofed to promote 
the views of her ambition. A jealoufy of 
the connection fubfifting between the 
courts of London and the Hague, an ex- 
aggerated opinion of the advantages ac- 
cruing from the American trade, andfomc 
temporary caufes of difguft which Great 
Britain, at the time, negleded to remove, 
had violently elicited the paffions of the 
mercantile body, and hurried them into 
meafures the moft deftrudive of their coni- 
mercial intcrefts. On thisfubjedt, how- 
ever, they are in general fufficiently quick- 
lighted. Their paffions had fubfided dur- 
ing the peace, and as the frequent jour- 
nies of M. de Verac to Amfterdam gene- 
rally produ<:ed a vifit from his con>peti- 
tor, Sir^ Jatnes Harris, their illufions and 
prejudices were gradually removed, and 
thjey began to perceive that they had de- 
K 2 legated 
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legated to an oligarchy, powers far m6r€ 
dangerous than any that had been claimed 
by the Prince of Orange ; and that this oli* 
garchy was perfectly difpofed to facrific6 
their interefts, and to Expend their wealth 
in profecuting fchcmes fuggefted by the 
ambition of a foreign power. In confe- 
quence of this difcovery, they no longer 
wiflied to contribute to the further perfe- 
cution of the Stadtholder; and on the 9th 
of March, it was determined in their coiin- 
cil, by a majority of twenty to fourteen, 
That the command of the garrifon at the 
Hague, belonged, oj right, to the Stadtholder 
of the province. This ufiexpe^ed deci- 
fion furprifed, but did not difliearteh the 
Patriots. The minority of fourteen en- 
tered a proteft againft it, and even infilled^ 
with the utmoft violence, that their proteft 
ftiould be confidered as the real refolution 
of the council, while the majority fo- 
lemnly appealed to their- owri citizens, and 
to the regencies of the other towns in the 
province, againft this notorious infringe- 
ment on their conftitution* The niajority, 

however. 
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however, had nothing to oppofe to their 
adverfaries, but rcafon and argument; 
they were alarmed for the fafety of their 
perfons and prpperties, they were fufpi- 
ciQ\iS of each other, ^nd therefore difcon- 
ccrted and irrefolute. The patriotic re- 
gents united in ^ plan of concert for the 
prefervation of their power ; they were 
fecure of affiftance from their own party, 
^d from France ; and had at their difpo- 
ial, the populace of the city and the free- 
corps. They therefore ultimately pre- 
vsiled : ; hut the above-mentioned refolu- 
lion of the council, and the condud of the 
Amfterdam and Rotterdam deputies in the 
States of Holland, on the fame fubjedt, 
.abundantly prove that a great revolution 
)^ now taken pljice in the general fenti- 
mentS' of the nation, and that the Patriots 
w?re alrnoft uniyerf^Uy confidered ^s th^p 
avowed inftruments ' of France, and their 
government as a military d^fpotifm. 

While the Fadtion were thus labouring 

at Amfterdam, to throw an unlimite4 

K 3 power 
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power into the hands of the three pcnfio- 
naries, their plan required that they fhoidd 
adopt anoppofite conduft in the provinces^ 
and that by encouraging among the burgh- 
ers an oppofition to the magiftrates, they 
Ihould weaken the power of the provincial 
ftates, and thus infure the fupremacy 6f 
the Province of Holland. This conduft 
was moft fuccefsfuUy followed at Utrecht* 
The town of Utrecht, which had taken 
the lead in forming a body bf free^corps, 
had been early diftinguifhed by its oppofr- 
tion to the -RegUmenSy under which the 
Stadtholder exercifed the power of nomii- 
Tiating the magiftrates. The diiputes on 
thisfubjeft^had now continued, wkh little 
interruption, for more than ^ three years 5 
•and, towards the year 1785, thebui^ghert 
had acquired fuch a deiJided iruJ>eriorit)^, 
that the regents had cohferited that a ne^ 
mode of eleftion (hould be eftabliihed, anii 
that a certain number of deputies fliould 
be chofen to reprefent the burghers in the 
council. It had been farther determined 
on the izoth of December, that the reform-. 

ed 
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ed confiitution fhould be confidered as ac^ 
cepted from that day forward ; that in 
three months it Ihovdd be formally efta- 
blifhed ; and that the regents and burghers 
ihould be then fworn to its obfervance. 
The magiftrates, however, from whom 
thelb promifes had been extorted by forcq, 
were:hy.no means difpofed to relinquifh 
a power with which they thought them- 
selves legally invefted : they conftantly 
gave way to the violence of the burghers^ 
and ; as conftantly refumed their concef- 
fions when that violence was thought to 
have ifiibfided. The burghers therefore, 
in the month of July, publiflied a manif- 
fefto, declaring, that if the magiftrates 
fhould ftill refufe to pay a proper attention 
to their complaints, they would do them- 
felves juftice by force; and that they would 
communicate this rcfolution to the King af 
France, the ally and benefadtor of the 
United Provinces • This manifefto was 
brought to the Hague, prefented in form 
to M. de Verac, and by him tranfmitted to 
Paris. On the 2d of Augufl the burghers 
K 4 . put 



( 136 ) 

put their threats in execution. They af^ 
fembled in arms, fummoned the council to 
appear, vacated the feats of fuchas thought 
lit to abfent themfelves, and delivered the 
keys of the town to one Gordon, formerly 
of the Scotch brigade. By this revolution 
the Patriots acquired complete poiTeflion of 
a moft important town, which hencefor- 
ward was confidered as attached to the 
Province of Holland ; and as their agents 
were at the fame time employed in the 
principal towns of the other provinces, the 
oligarchy hoped efFedually to prevent the 
execution of any plan that might be t:on^ 
* certed for the reftoratipn of the Stadt^ 
holder. 

It is now proper to revert to thofe mea* 
fures, of which the Prince of Orange 
was more immediately and oftenfibly the 
objefl:. 

During the beginning of this ^car the 

States of Holland fufpended their delibe^i 

[rations on the fubjed of the Hague garri- 

fon. 
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fon, M. Van Berkel being (then employed 
in drawing up an anfwer to a kttcr and 
memorial tranfmitted from IMo^ on the 
5th of December, and in deyifiijg \that 
was calkd a plan of accommodation, con-^ 
taining cfertain cooditions, whieh, if ac- 
cepted, would render ^c! Prince complete-- 
Jy dependent on the Facaiqn. ^ It was at 
^ £ime time determined, in tafe of a re* 
fufal, to threaten him with 3nimpeadb« 
ment, and thus induce him, if poflible^ 
to retire from the republic. The .con- 
ditions were fent to Looy and rcjedted 
without hefitation: in confequ^nce of 
which the Rhingrave w^s difpatcheti 
\o Paris to convey an account of thefe 
proceedings, and to requeft the co-ope- 
ration of that court in the future mea- 
fures of their friends. It was likewife de- 
termined to convince the Prince by a deci- 
sive meafure that all profpeds of recover- 
ing the command of the Hague garrifon 
were now defperate. It was therefore or- 
iiered, th^t niilitary honours fhould in fu- 
ture be excl'ufively r^ferved to the mem- 
bers 
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lers-of the States of Holland and States 
General ; that the gate of the palace which 
had l^een hitherto appropriated to theStadt- 
holder, fhould be open to the members, in 
the fame manner a^ the other gates of the 
•court; and that the arms of the Prince 
fhould be effaced from the colours of the 
Dutch guards, and thofe of the States futv- 
-IHtuted in their cplace. This meafurc pro- 
educed; on the 1 6th of March, a riot among 
,the pqpulace at the Hague. OneeMoa- 
-rand a hair^dreii^r^ attempting to £top 
^Gyzlaer^ carriage in its paifage through 
'the Sfad|h<Jd@rV gat<;, was immediate^ 
apprelifendedj andy on proof of the fad:, 
coddemned^to4die. r This punifhment wa$» 
^owt^tf afterwards^commuted into a ien-^ 
tence of perpetual imj^Tifonment, at the ex- 
•prefs rcqueftof Gyzlaerhimfelf, who was 
extolled as a pattern of clemency for re- 
•fufing to revenge fo enormous an offence 
by the blood of the unfortunate vidlim. 

Soon after the termination of this farci- 
cal tragedy, an anfwer was received from 

France, 
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France, promifing the Fadlion every aflift- 
ance from that court, and M* de Verac 
was direded to deliver a memorial, ftating 
the determination of the King not to inter* 
fere in theintemal difputes of the republic, 
nor to fufifer fuch intervention from any 
other foreign power. This memorial gave 
great fatisfaftion to the Patriots, who hop- 
fed foon to throw all the legiflative and exe- 
cutive powers of the government into the 
hands of the threepenfionaries, to give the 
direction of the navy to Paulus, one oiF 
iheir ableft and moft acStive partizans, and 
"to a|ipoint the Rhingrave commander of 
tte forces. A counter memorial, which 
arrived foon after from the court of Berlin, 
did not give them much difquiet, as it was 
"not expected that the King of Pruffia, in 
his prefent ftate of infirmity, would venture 
to fupport his memorial by any military 
operations : but a fimilar paper delivered 
by Sir James Harris on the 5 th of July, 
when the diflatisfadlion occafioned by the 
Eaft India bufinefs was at its height, pro- 
duced. 
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duced, as has been already mentioned, no 
fmall degree of anxiety and fpeculation, 

. In this memorial indeed his Britannic 
Majefty difevowed all intention of inter-^ 
fering in the domeflic concern^ of the conx-f 
mon wealthy but he at the iame time ex;-# 
{>re0ed his eameft wilh, ♦• that the govern^ 
ment fhould be preferved in thofe hand$ 
to which it had been intrufted by the con- 
ftitutionj and founded on principles efta-i^ 
Wilhed by the unanimous coftfent erf the 
; whole nation* " And this unexpedtecj de^. 
claration, combined with the prefent oppo- 
fition of the E^ft Indi^ coinpariy, . of the 
/town of Afnft^rdam, and of the provinces 
of Zealand :and Guclderljuid, togpther wi*^^ 
the ambiguovs condud: of fome other pror 
vinces, feemed to -prove that fqme gresit 
defign was in agitation, undef the,,aufpicqs 
'of the Englifli miniftei:. It was. alfo re- 
marked, that this memorial waa treated 
with imcommon attention by the States 
General; fix provinces appointed c<Mnmit- 

tees 
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tiees to take it into confideration, and pro« 
pofed a fuitable and refpe<Slful anfwer. At 
the fame time the affembljr came to the re-* 
folution of dilbanding the Rhingtave's 
legion ; a meafure fingularly offenfive to 
the States of Holland, and particularly fa 
at this moment, as it was the . firft defeat ' 
which they had experienced in that affembljr 
during feven years, and indicated a return 
of vigour and independence in the repre- 
fcntatives of the republic. 

The Patriots were alfo apprehenfive that 
the arts by which they had gained their af- 
cendancy in the different towns of Holland 
might now bp employed againft them: 
they determined therefore to haften their 
meafures, to overpower by violence the 
rifing fpirit of oppofition, and, if neceffary; 
to involve the whole country in anarchy 
and confufioi>. Gyzlaer was fent into 
Guelderland to excite revolts at Elburgznd 
Hattem; Van Berkel to Utrecht j the free- 
corps were every where encouraged to come, 
forward i and the States of Holland were 

diredted 
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direded to reprobate in the ftrongeA: terms 
the propofcd anfwer to the memorial ; and 
to threaten, if fuch an anfwer ihould be 
adopted, to withdraw themfelves from the^ 
onion. They likewife refolved to prefervc 
the Rhingrave*s legion as a provincial 
corps, in cafe the; States General fhould 
perfevere in their purpofe of dilbanding it* 
In the midft of thefe proceedings an ac- 
count was received of the death of the King 
of Pruflia, whichhad happened on the 17th 
of Auguft. 

The intervention of the court of Berlin 
had hitherto been uniformly detrimental 
to the affairs of the Stadtholder. The late 
King, though he had long loft all hopes of 
fuccefs in his favourite meafure of break-* 
ing the alliance between France and Au- 
ftria, had ftill continued to adopt the famp 
principles of policy with refpedt to the 
republic, and had recommaided to the 
Stadtholder a complete acquiefcence in the 
views of France, and a difavowal of any 
adtive meafures which his friends might 

be 
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be difpofed to advife from hopes of thefa*^ 
ture co-opewtion of Great Britain. The 
new monarch had neither the fame fears 
of the court of Verfailles, nor the fame 
prejudices againft that of St. James's* 
From this moment therefore it was ex-« 
pe&ed that a more decided condud would 
be adopted by the Prince j and that a ge- 
neral crifis could not be much longer de- 
layed. 

The States of the province of Utrecht 
were now retired to Amersfort, where 
they could freely deliberate on the prefent 
pQlhire of their affairs; and where they 
continued to deliberate without coming to 
any conclufion. The ftates of Gudder- 
land were more adive. They refolved, in 
concert with the Prince of Orange, to 
fubdue the revolted towns of Elburg and 
Hattem, and detached General Sprengelen 
on that fervice with two regiments of in* 
faiitry, four fquadrons of dragoons, fix 
pieces of heavy cannon, and feveral field- 
pieces. He arrived, on the fifth of Sep- 

' tember. 
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tcmbdr, before Hattem; fummoned the 
fre6-corps in garrifon; and received for 
anfwer, that they were determined to de- 
fend it to the laft extrepiity, and to perifh 
in the ruins> rather than fubmit. He then 
began his approaches in defiance of a can- 
nonade from the town, by which he loft 
only one man, and upon his firing a Ihot 
into the air, and a fhell into the town, the 
free-corps retreated into Overyffel,, and 
the place furrendered. On the news of 
this event the free-corps at Elburg imme- 
diately retired, and the troops took poffef- 
fion of the town. 

The States of Holland had forefeen, and 
endeavoured to provide againft thefe mea- 
fureis. They had diredled that the troops 
on their repartition fhould not interfere in 
any difputcs between the burghers and 
the regents; they had written a circular 
letter to all the provinces, exhorting them 
to prevent the intervention of the military $ 
and on finding that this advice was difre- 
garded, they prepared to inforce it by 
^ore effediual meafures^ 

Oa 



(( m ); 

Oft the 4th ^f j§^tem||er, . Gydaer> 
ttiovcd that two aiSts paflfed in i66 j, called 
thea^is of in^e^p^ty \ihml^ be read, af-j 
ter which he profieeded tfo make ^a, long ^nd, 
tiolent attack .on the .conduiS and chara£ter^ 
cl'jthe Prince : of OrangeJ-f iM^ aflefted, 
tiat ** to the perfonal. niifcpndu(3: of the 
StadtJboIder wejrq jtp . be attributed all the 
znisibr^unes whith :had fo long afflidecl 
the rctptibUc ; . th^t he had been the authoi; 
pf <5yjay mifcai7iggp> 4uripg . the laft ^yarj 
wd :that th^v dfe^d pf iiiibrufting fuch -z 
perfon- wlth.pf>Wfif>, had produced the lat^ 
difgraceful peace wkh the Eknperor. That 
hh lefter to the States, of Holland on the 
fabje€tof the Hague garrifoij; had prov- 
ed, his: want of.i|uJ)niiffion to. his fove* 
reigl^s: that he had now thrown off the 
mafk, and in concert with fome of the 
provinces, > was preparing to eft^blilh his 
tyranny by forcqof armsi that it wa$ 
therefore neceflary to infrft on ap explicit 
declaration of his intentions ; and that if 
his anfwer fhould not give, them complete 
fatisfadtion^ it would become expedient 
L to 
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fo iufpend' him, provifioftaHy, at leaft, 
irom his office of Captain General." It 
fins then determined to difpenfe with the 
oath whkh obliged the ttMty tb obey the 
briers oiPtbe State j ■Genew!-; to call in all 
the troops on the repartkion of -the pr®-i 
Vitice from their refpeftive ^rrifdftsi W 
dli^atch the RhingravetO^Utrechtr anU t<J 
place ftroiig garrifois in the ports 'of Kfai** 
flferi ahd Woerdeto. ■ A UtttT^WA^^l^XMiiU 
iettt to the governor of Beiiget^opt2(Miti) 
£njoihln^ him ik>t td obey the dfddrs 4f 
tfe^ PiTOCe of Qrange,<"Svho had - '4ive&x4 
the taafthof that gartifoil iftto- this p^cr-^ 
vitice of Gueldferlandi and Whbn,- -iivbdttl 
fequencfe of' flteie contr^i€lory' coders,. ttife 
matter -^^aS referred to'^the Stkes G^erkli 
the States of iloHahd^attfendfed that-aflem- 
l!i3y in^abbdy, (a circumfttoc* hitfefertb uft- 
jprfecedented) Sind infflted on a complitmc^ 
li^il'h'th^r'injunaion. ' ' Thefe violeiMFtea* 
fii^es, added to the fuccefsfiil exewib<i« of 
the French agetots in Ftiefland , Ovtvy^, 
iand Grohlngeri, cfie^auaily checked the 
tifitigfpiritof the States<5encral.' Notwith^ 

' Handing 
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i&nding iht remonfbrances of thq ^Sta^tJIol^ 
der and of^ueider1and» tke^'ftibmittedtotb^ 
removal of twelire regiments irito thc!p»^ 
vince of Holland, and einen cdnfehtedtdi^QKi^ 
orders for that pmpa&. The States of Hot* 
land, Aefefore, having now cafriodl -^i* 
point, ij^roceeded on the zad of Septembd"> to 
fufpend the Vtihcc of Orange from his offiti* 
of Captam General, toirfciad their ):efo« 
lutkM^Q^ 1^6:, wSlich gave \nm the pa^ 
terannge^ -of their ahnor^ tod to put into 
comituflion ithe knilifarx departments. <^ 
the province.' 
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Thb precipitate condiia: of the Patriots^ 
and thdir open attends to ieduce the ^oimr 
tries of the Gestrality^. bjr which thiey 
gibatfy increafed the^^salonfyand diflatif^ 
fa(9:ion' of tte; pnmndes^ were* prohaW^ 
cttcaiioned. by the!;dbfire' of) embatrai&Bg 
the negotiations of iGooik G^rts^ who 
had amved at the Hague ^^h .the 1 3th of 
September, witftiane4rpiG^ad:x>fiaccDm^ 
TOodation from the court of Berlin. The 
isadbrs of ibe HwS^oh li^cre aTcrfc to every 
•' > La fuch 
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fuch plan, becaufe they were too far ad- 
vanced to recede with fafety, and it was 
notthe Intereftof the court of VerfaiUes ta 
rcprefs their violence. If the Patriots had 
fucceeded fo far as to jprocure a decided: ma-» 
jority in the States General, aii(4:tb (iirry 
on their meafures through the medium' of 
that aflerably, it is evident that their aftk 
woiiid have become ^thqadts of the repub^ 
lie : France, as the ally of the iepublicl 
would- have had a^^ight to guamrrtee thd 
rie w *conftitution • ;: atid the King of ORruffia 
would have had no pretence. to interfcrd: 
In the mean time, they were not refpon- 
fiMe for the meafures of a ^rty in Holland, 
attd did- not riik a rupture : with ' Pf aflia, 
Wltoch they were, extremely folicitous to 
avoid. They therefore 5 affumcd at Berlin 
the appearance of theimoft perfedt modera- 
tion. : They (Jcplorijd the mifeiies. of the 
republic, and the unfortunate blindjacfa of 
the Prince of Grange,' which, they afcrflxd 
to the.iiMerefted advice of; his. adherents, 
and to the artifices of the Englifti miriiftcr 
at the Hague. They jprofcffctt ':thc: moft 

eameft 



( 149 .) 
cameft d^fire of promoting, in concert 
with his Priiffian Majelly, a permanent 
plan of conciliation; and as thefe pro- 
feffions were followed by the miffion of 
M. Portail, and afterwards of M. de Ray- 
neval to the Hague, the Pruffian cabinet 
began to be appreheiifive that the fituation 
of affeirs in Holland had been mifrepre- 
fented, and that it would be eafy to ob- 
tain, through the influence of France, 
the fe-eftablifhment of the Prince of 
Orange on fair and honourable conditions, 
whereas ev^ry other projedl for his melio- 
ration Was'expofed to almoft infuperable 
difficulties. 

M. de Rayneval arrived at the Hague 
on the 1 8th of November, and foon after- 
wards proppfed fuch ternxs of accommo- 
dajtion is proved that he was by no means 
an equitable and imp»f tial mediator. He 
required, *• That the Priace fhould fubmit 
to a revifion of the . RkgJemens ; that he 
Ihpuld renounce the right of ifluing pa-* 
tents^ and of recommending candidates 

L3 ^^^ 



for the regencies in HoUaftd ^ ind ott thefc 
terms promifed thdt the Princp fhofuld be 
re-inftated in the command q£ the Hitgbe 
garrifon, not as a matter of rigbtj but as 
a diJlinBion, and with no powtr but that 
which h^ poffeffed as prefident of the Ge- 
ctmmitteer^de^KaadehJ!^ The Stadtholder 
feemcd difpofed to negotiate on the fubjeca: 
of the conditions required ffomhinpi;, as a 
price for the reftoration of the garrifdn» 
but pofitiyely refufed to admit th&iimita** 
tions annexed to the grant.. Thefe^ indeed^ 
were fo extremely humiliating, and at the 
fame time fo uniniportaDLt to the fafcty of 
the conftitution, that the obftinacy with 
which France infifted on them is almofl 
incomprehenfible. 

It (hould feem that the diforder which 
had longpifevaikd in the iFrench ^nRances> 
and of which the cabinetiofVerraiHefi iww 
begari to feel theeiffbds, rtiuft hdve opeised 
their eyes to the difiScufoy ^ofi carrying 
their Indian projedt htto immediate exe« 
cution; and yetnothing but the bopei of 
f I realizing 
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tfsi&iAg this proj^iSt could juftify th^ 
qfioRnovs expcnces by which they fup^ 
ported their influenpe in the republic. 
The Stadtholder, by fubmitting to a revi- 
fion of the Ri^lmens^ would have gwen up 
^ pi^inci^aj fQurije of his influence in the. 
provinces : by aband wing the patents he- 
would have loft mwh of his power over 
the iarmy 5 and as the recommendation of 
candidates for the njagiftracy in the towns 
of Holland was rather a cuftom than a 
right, it could not eiifily be retained after, 
the ceffi<Mi of the two former privileges. 
The government, therefore, would have 
been new-modelled i the ufurpations of the 
Patriots would have become conftitutional 
rights j the interpOfition of Pruflia or Great 
Britain would have been efFe<auaHy pre- 
vented i 9f)A France would have neceffa- 
lily become the fole ajrbitreft of ajl. future 
difputes between the two parties in jhe 
iq)ublic«. 

The impolicy of throwing away thefe 

CfiftUQ advantages will appear ftUl more 

L 4 ftriking, 
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ftriking, if we take a view of the ftatc df 
parties in the different provinces towards 
the clofe of this year. 

Guelderland was cornpletely Stadtholde- 
rian. The nobles, who in this province 
vote individually, and compofe one half 
of the States, were warmly attached to the 
iPrince, and could neither be corrupted or 
intimidated: they were alio violently in- 
cenfed by the haughtinefs with which the 
States of Holland had interfered in the af- 
fair of Hattem and Elblirg, and the depu- 
ties of the towns concurred in the fame 
fentiments. 

In the province of Holland, indeed, the' 
Faction was triumphant : but the itiijbrity 
in the council of Amfter'dam were difaf- 
feded ;' and if thefe bad been joined by the 
failors and artisans of the dock-yards, who 
were entirely devoted to the Prince,' that: 
great city would have been eafily recovered. 
Rotterdam r was" alfo in oppofition to "the 
Patriots; and^yenUn the fmaller toiWiliSi> 
..: \ wi their 
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<tfecir dfceftdancy was dnly prefcrv^ hy 
fuch means as tAight have been emplayed 
againft them with equal efFedl. 

Friefland> which from the fuperidr iri- 
ilttence of the monied men, ufually con- 
t^tirs in all the meafurcs of th6 province of 
Holland,* had taken great offence at the 
attempts made by that province to feduce 

* The ftates of this province are compofed of four di- 
vifions, viz. Ooftergo, PFeftergo, Lewen-fVotrde , and 
the towns ; zvA each of thefe divifions poffefles one vote 
in the aflembry. 

The three firft divifions are formed of a certain 
number of Gri'etnies ot bailiwicks, each of which 
fends to the States two deputies, one of whom is a 
noble, the other a commoner; fo that the vote of 
Oojiergo is conveyed by twenty deputies, that of fVef- 
tergo by eighteen, ind that oi Lewen-^fVotrde by twenty- 
two. 

The right of voting depends on the pofTeffion of 
lands of a certain defcription ; fo that a Grietman^ Xo 
infure his cledion, muft poffcfs fo much land as will 
give him a majority of votes within, his Gr/V/JwV. . He 
therefore purchafes as much as he can; but, as he 
wantff the votes only, he generally mortgages the land 
immediately. The Menonites. are the great capitalifts 
;,oLilUMUS vittce, and the ofoal mortgagees of thefe 
eftates. fo that their influence is very confiderab le. 

the 



thaonrntti^ of the Generality, mdym 
mm adivc in oppofitidn to the Patriofs^, 

Zealand had long fupported the caufc of 
the Stadthdder, /who pofleiTes a cohfider- 
nbk dcgvea qf influeiKo in this province* 
AH the nqjble families havii^ becooae CQCi* 
tindt in the courfo of the Spaniih wdra» 
lie jceprefenta . that body, in tbe States in 
quality of Marquis of Terveer and 
; Flufliing. He alfo ufually difpofes of the 
votes of thefc towns, and confequently 
commands three voices outof fcven, which 
compofe, the affemblyf The great abili- 
ties of the Peniionary Van der Spiegel, 
and the jealoufy of the Eaft India Com- 
pany » in this province, were a farther 
fecurity fpr its attachment to the Prince 
of Orange, » 

\ * Utrecht was perfcftly inaftive. The 
town was in the hands of the Patriots ; the 

• The conftkutkMi of this province refemblcs that of 
Holland, excepting that the ecclcfiaftical body form a 
third member in their ftates. 

flates 



ftatff wiwn welV-idfoatsd talhe Staisfcthpldcr/ 
The mo fibaUYr^vinfctSitf f Ovwy^ avd 
rf* Qxgmng^n wfere k^t in fiibjcdioli fey 
the fr^p^Qorps. 

From this review^ it appears that |htt Hsfi] 
ftrexigth of the' two p^«& i¥aa by no 
means exadly balaticed, aiKi that any 
hopes of foreign affiftance 'would haveiiiw 
mediately given to the Orange party a ck^ 
dded fiiperiority. This, indeed, waa fo 
obviqus^ tbit it cannot be ftippofed toiiave 
efcaped the fagacity of the Fjr^fKh mim^ 
^ct ; we muft therefore! conclude thMr hii 
caution was overpowered by th§ impOi^T 
fiitypf the Patriotsr.. Of thefe^ them<»!9 

♦ In'Overyffcl the nobles vote individually, as ia 
Guelderland* For thh reafon, and l>ecaufe it is oh^ 
of the Provinces aux Reglemens it ufually takes part with 
the Stadtholder. 

•+ Thnftftes.of tliis provioccare compofedof the 
deputies from the towns, and thofe of the flat country 
ot Omoielanden. The firft were hoftile to the Stadt^ 
Ifp^der/ the fecpad friendly ; but a% accpunt pf ^ 4ift 
pute abouty precedency, the deputies from the.fown^ 
dnij are fent to the aflfembly of the States General, ' ai 
tbellagutf; 'J ' .:.':' '; . ..:x ; ; 7' 

■':/■ violent 
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violent were difpofed to bring mdttefs tdk 
an immediate decifion; to difmifs the 
Stadtholder from his remaining offices; to 
annex the town of Utrecht to the province, 
of Holland, and thus form a feparate and 
independent fovereignty : while the more 
moderate ptopofed to delay thefe violetit 
meafures until they fliould be fully pre- 
pared to refill the attack with which they 
were apparently threatened. The hiope^ 
of the Orange party were • viifibly raifed ; af 
general confederacy of the difaffedled pro-? 
vinces appeared to be in agitation; the 
houie of the Britifh minifter was noto- 
rioufly the center of cppofitibni fo that 
the intervention of Great -Britain, aided 
perhaps by the court of Berlin, began to 
be ferioufly apprehended, 

V. 

M. de Rayneval having again unfuccefs^ 
fully rcpewed hispropofal for anaccommo-* 
dation, • dfeckred his miflion at an ehd> and' 
lieft. thie Hague on the 1 6th of January,^ 
1787; and as Count Goerts alfo received; 

his 
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1j^« JletflferMf rdcaJl oh Ae pjj^lhi,' liwJ ifival 
patties. w^lietfOfw onc^ mQmii>^^liS>Sied t#' 
ticcir. Qwp ^jrts. , Thfe ;%¥fi<)|i-,Q^ite)jd^ 
11^ not a little; emb^C^iiSngt) ;l(b(B(Ovai)g^ 
p^y;,Coukl f)^ hp|>e :% fH<««is mthoil^ 
%^^;^^ta<)e;' jyiBe.:4^6liW» of .-^ 
.coi^rti{of.-BefKn!:$pp^^> v^-:(knibt£tfl| 
91)4 .'itbe^ inj(<^)t)jiti;^ ofi /GtBsiij iB|^taui( 
withftttti^he.fiojicHwefe^ ^ JPih^.T-jwoidd 

ifi:^ pWts i<?f/ the,.reppbtii:rf; ther .m^rij^ 
«f} this ; ixe^p^uti^re; 4ifldlii$fi«&tiii(»tbotlife 
^rj^Wt ;goyQfiii»eitetiili*; )^ aswdpdt cfliit 

:^pent, c^ui#f ; ].g9$inlhatr^yg|Jr ^po^ioQ^ 
ip4 :Min«|ft..eyiei36rMlvft!Jvj(^i gui^efl/ibyja 

^.gefwral 4pi«fed«l%fyK§Sthslp?<ipyio§«8fJ4s 
ji^jj^tatipn; it, wa§n9| conqljiid«Jl' Without 
ifwch a Qoaf<^d^cjfy ffe^ jcoi^^^ fJsM»eft*« 
.CQu|d. not in^r^f§, and , th^ ipeitj wsekje 
3^d of entering iifuiiit jvithoiit atoertaijrty 
9ijfuqh(a|ai#ara:c. . ..oi; i : .r.;;) ..;. ,'; ') ; ; 
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. * The patriots j^o>wcver» though alarped,^ 
.iveie^not difcQuragcd« Inuring the. montl:) 
of Fclifff^xy, t;hey brought forward, in 
jtbc States of . Hol^dp throi^h the depu* 
jd/^s^ofJ^Mslc^k, two jpropofaU^ which, if 
. . y ') \ ' qurried, 

Ms mind was inexhauftibly fertile ; and which, from 
the timidity of His charafter, he ufually preferred ^IJo 
moie yjg^rpifs 'meafpfes. .His reputation in France 
never equalled that of M. de Chbifeul, becaufe he nei- 
ther poflelfed the high birth and cohneftions, nor the 
fpleiidid.tkiquencQWhidKailariltd and jidtified the atii^ 
bjttop o£ ttpt mipifter, tp,iK^cim he was^alfo i^nf^ioi yi 
political courage, and in the fcience. of court intrigue. 
But he was more fuccefsful, both at home and abroad, 
becaufo^he infpired Ipfs jealoufy. 'The p^-incipal, or 
rather fole aim of his politics, was to i^creafe the rel^ 
five ftrength of France by diminifliing that of the Bri- 
^Or. trtiplii ; tin .Whkh vkwr Jie touoA itii the y&afSs 
1778 and 79 that formidable league b^^ye^ Fr^ncey 
Spaii), and the United States of America, which was 
iftferwards fortified by the acceflion of the Dutch re- 
public. During that important period, he exerted 
fifiiMP^tfi 'iftfeldioft uriWearidd'fiffiduify, and his 
ifttrigtitls flfirf' Wgeirtatidtes jpervadid alttioft every quar* 
t^ of tte^'^lobe ; -as a-fingulttf iilftan^e'^-wtlich m^ 
lie ttkef^!^ed| fcfsj attempt t^ 4it1ite al):>t)iefe petty 
^rinc<fe>, iifhbhzYt lately divided^nd defolated the Per- 
*a»»*mpfre/ in a confMeracy iwitW • ^ifcte <ioiirts of 
4StdekhotoiafidCSonfiami&dpIey foritheipi|rp6re of oic- 
d^ying th^ *atcentidtt^'6f Jluillia, aind > pc^nenting its 
eventual jiitefffereiy^ii\&iwfrir;ofGre«t£ritaiii* 

In 
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carried, would have probably annihilated 
for ever the hopes of the Stadtholderian 
party. The firft was; that ** whereas the 
conftitution of the provinte of Holland is^ 
in its principles, a popular reprefentation, 
it is neceflary that the right of the people 
be duly afcertained ; that the members of 
the States be rendered refponfible to them 
for their condud:, and be precluded from 
taking any decifive ftep without their con*- 
fent/* It is obvious that the admiflion of 
this principle would have been favourable 
to liberty, if the people had been able to 
exercife the power transferred to them from 



til the profecutioil of his general plan, he effedled all 
that intrigue could efFeft ; but even his fuccefles ought 
to afForda falutary caution to the reftleflhefs of anibi- 
' tion. Thedefertion of Sweden and Turkey, the two 
allies of France, in which (he had always placed her 
principal confidence,^ — the annihilation of the French 
intereft in Holland,*— and the prefent weaknefs of thfc 
^ecutive power in France, and the exhaufted {late of 
her finances, refulting from the enormous expence of 
the late war j and from the fpirit of independence intro- 
duced by the American connexion— are the ultimatfc 
confequences of that fplendid fyftem, which had, for a 
time, been confidered throughout Europe as a liiafter- 
picce of political dexterity. 

M the 
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the municipal councils ; but the burghers 
weredifarmcd, and the right of directing 
the membefs of theftates muft confequent- 
]y have devolved on the free^corps. This 
motion was referred to a committee. , 

The fecond propofal was, " That the 
Rhingrave's legion Ihould in future be Ra- 
tioned in garrifon at the Hague." The 
Patriots would thus have obtained full pof- 
feffion of the feat of Government, and 
would have been enabled, by means of 
the military, to direft as they might think 
fit, all the meafures of the States General. 
The States of Holland, therefore, inftead 
of adopting the motion, fimply voted an 
augmentation of the Hague garrifon. 

It is probable that the Patriots had fore- 
feen this oppofition. They knew that the 
regencies of the principal towns were ge* 
nerally adverfe to their caufe, and that the 
majority which they had hitherto com- 
manded in the States of Holland, was on 
the point of deferting them. It was there- 
fore 
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fore neceflary , that they fliould have rt- 
tourfe to the populace and the free-corps, 
and the firft of the abovementioned propo- 
fals appears to have been brought fonvard 
in order to eftablifh a popular ground, on 
which they might juftify the fyftem of 
violence, that they were now determined to 
purfue* 

Their principal objed was to gain pof- 
feflion of Amfterdam. The council of 
that city had adopted a line of condudt 
which was in their prefent circumftances 
moft completely unfafe and impolitic; and, 
while they incenfed the Patriots, refufed to 
co-operate with the friends of the Prince of 
Orange. Far from confenting that the 
Rhingrave*s legion 'fhould be quartered at 
the Hague, they voted its entire fuppref- 
iion ; but foon after refcinded that refolu- 
tion through fear of an armed mob, which 
at the inftigation of the Patriots, furround- 
ed and befieged the Stadt-houfe, and 
threatened to remove the prefent council, 
and ekiSt a new one by their own authority. 
M 2 The 
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'The magiftrates however, when recovered 
from their alarm, determined to perfeverc 
in their former vote, and conveyed fuitablc 
inftrudlions to their deputies in the States 
of Holland, in confeqiience of which the 
committee chofen in that affcmbly, to take 
into confideration the fubjedt of the Rhin- 
grave's legion, was adverfe to the Patriots. 
Thefe therefore again affembled the popu- 
lace, compelled the magiftrates to recall 
their deputies, to reprimand them for their 
condud:, and to confent that the vote of the 
city fhould in future be conveyed by the 
penfionaries alone, or that at leaft the re- 
maining deputies fhould be chofen from 
the fame party. This refolution was iig- 
nified to the States of Holland by the two 
penfionaries, Van Berkel and Vifcher, who 
at the fame time entered their proteft 
againft the late vote. 

The council now faw the abfurdity of 
their condudt, and folicited the afliflance of 
the burghers, and of the failors and arti- 
zans in the dock-yards, who were attached 

to 
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to the Stadtholder : but a remnant of jea- 
loufy prevented them from offering fuch 
terms as thefe were difpofed to accept, fo 
that the negotiation fell to the ground. In 
the niean time the Patriots determined to* 
prevent the poffibility of future oppofi-' 
tion ; they again coUedted the populace on 
the aift of April, and compelled the 
council to difmifs from their body, nine 
of the principal members who were obnox- 
ious to the Fadtion. On the 23d they pur- 
fued the fame conduct at Rotterdam, with 
the fame fuccefs; and as they had already 
fccured, partly by fimilar means, and part- 
ly by corruption, many of the ftnallcr 
towns in the province, they were now 
completely affured of their majority in the 
States of Holland, and at leifure to divert 
their attention to farther operations. 

Their next objedl was to fecure the pro- 
vince of Utrecht : and as this could only 
be done by means of a military force, they 
determined to releafe the troops belonging 
to their repartition from their oath of allc- 
M 3 giance 
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giance to the States General, arid with this 
army to furround the frontiers of Utrecht, 
and incorporate the two provinces. This 
projeft ftems to have beaa the fignal of 
univerfal anarchy. The Council of State 
publifhed an order enjoining the army not 
to obey the States of Holland bey<^d the 
limits of their fovereigntyj the States 
General confirmed this prohibition j and 
the States of Holland ftruck off fr©m their 
lift fuch parts of the army, as weSre quar- 
tered inGuclderland. The States of that 
province united with thofe of Utrecht for 
their common defence, and deter rnined ta 
repel force by force* The penfionaries 
had delegated nearly the whole of jheir au- 
thority to Paulus and the Rhingi?aye, who 
were perfe<5tly difpofed t0 carry matters to 
extremities. The States General and the 
States of Holland were at open variance : 
the republic appeared to be on the eve of 
a general civil war ; and hoftilities actual- 
ly commenced on the 9th of May, be- 
tween a part of the free-corps quartered in 
Utrecht, and a body of three hundred 

foldiers, 
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foldiers, who having been fent to occupy 
the poft of Jutphaas, near that town, were 
defeated with the lofs of about eighty men, 
killed and wounded. 

The two parties, therefore, were now 
fairly committed. The Patriots appear- . 
cd fecurc of affiftanee from France, and it 
became necelTary to decide whether Great 
Britain fhould interfere in fupport of the 
Stadtholder, or abandon for ever her inte- 
rcfts in the republic. The moment was 
preffing. A fpirit of revolt appeared fo 
ftrongly aniong the peafants, that an im- 
mediate and general infurredlion of their 
body was apprehended; and though it 
was obvious that fuch an event could only 
tend to aggravate the diftrefs of the re- 
public, without producing any advantage 
to the Prince of Orange, it was not eafy 
to moderate the intemperance of their zeal. 
In this critical fituation of affairs. Sir James 
Harris received orders to repair to Eng- 
land, and quitted the Hague on the 1 9th 
of May. 

M 4 Such 
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Such an event neceffarily occafioned 
very general anxiety and fpeculation. The 
Patriots, though they continued tq rely on 
the promifes of the court of Versailles , 
had long been alarmed at the diftrefs in 
which the French finances were involved ; 
and at the publicity^ which by the avowal 
of that diftrefs, had been given to the 
political expences 0f France in Holland. 
They knew that the people of that king- 
dom were difcontented ; that its govern- 
ment was weak and embarraffed ; and that 
the prefent critical ftate of Europe, muft 
neceffarily divert a part of that attention 
which the French court had hitherto 
fliewn to the concerns of the republic. 
The fituation of Great Britain was evi- 
dently very different. The return of 
peace had been immediately followed by 
the reftoration of her credit, and by the 
increafe of her commerce. Mr. Pitt ap- 
peared to poffefs, in an uncommon degree, 
the confidence of the nation, and of his 
Sovereign ; and he had Ihewn in the courfe 
pf his adminiftration, that his great abili- 
ties 
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ties were accompanied by uncommon firm*' 
nefs and decifion of charader. Should the 
Ipirit of enterprize fo natural to his age 
and difpoiition, induce him to interfere in 
continental politics, and to employ in 
that interference the whole force of the 
nation which he governed, it feemed 
doubtful whether the court of VerfailJes 
would be juflified in rifking fo dangerous 
a conteft. 

The hopes of the Orange party at this^ 
juncture, were of courfe proportioned to , 
the alarm of the Patriots. They had be- 
fides the fulleft confidence in the abilities 
of Sir James Harris, and in his zeal for 
their fervice. But they dreaded the tedi* 
ous deliberations of a cabinet council i 
they were fenfible that the Britifli mini- 
fters, in order to fecure the fuccefs of their 
interference, muft adopt a plan of decided 
and lyfl:ematic exertion, which would be 
always liable to be interrupted by the avo- 
cations of parliamentary bufinefs; and 
that, to obtain an qhjtd: of future and 

contingent 
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contingent advantage to the nation, they 
muft hazard a new war, and confequent- 
ly riik their own popularity, by neceffitating 
the impofition of frefh burthens on the 
people. It was therefore with the great- 
eft fatisfadlion that the friends of the 
Stadtholder beheld the return of Sir James 
Harris to the Hague on the ift of Jurie, 
from which it was generally inferred, 
that he was now ordered to perfevere in his 
exertions, and that the Englifh minifters 
at. the courts of Verfailles and Berlin, 
would plrobably be inftruifted to co-operate 
with him on the objeds of his miffion. 

In the mean time the ftate of affairs 
in the republic ^ became every day more 
critical. The Prince of Orange had ad- 
drcffed to the States General a letter and 
manifefto, fignifying to them his inten- 
tions of acting againft the town of Utrecht, 
in cdnfequence of orders which he had re- 
ceived from the States of that province ; 
and this vigorous meafure gave fuch gene- 
ral fatisfaftion, that addreffes in fupport of 

it 
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it were figncd by monp than thirty thou« 
fand perfons in the province of Holland*. 
The Patriots, on the other hand, were not 
lefs a<aive. In the beginning of June,, 
the States of Holland declared the admi* 
ralties of Amfterdam and the Mcufe pro^ 
vincial^y and enjoined them not to obey^ 
the orders of the States General. They 
commanded feveral armed vefTels and gun* 
boats to be fitted out in the Zuyder-Zee, ia 
order to intercept, if neceffary, the tradc^ 
of Friefland and Guelderland, and to mo** 
left the coafts of thofe provinces. They: 
likewife continued their endeavours to ob- 
tain i^xclufivepofFeflion of the troops on 
their repartition, to difarm the remaindex,. 
and thus to annihilate the power of the 
States General ; and when that affembly. 



* The Dutch navy is under the'diredion of five ad- 
miralty boards ; I ft, that of Amfterdam ; 2d, that of 
the Maes (which is eftabliflied at Rotterdam) ; 3d, that 
of North Udland (reading at Horn and Eukhuyfen al<* 
ternately) ; 4th, that of Friefland (at Harlingen) ; and 
5th, that of Zealand, at Middleburgh. Thefe boards 
are entirely dependant- on the States General, and are 
liot fubje^ to any provincial orders or nsgulations. 

determined 
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determined to indemnify fuch officers as 
fliould be cafhicrcd by the province of 
Holland, the States of that province, at the 
inftigation of Gyzlaer, inftituted a com- 
mittee to inquire ** Whether, in the pre-; 
fent circumftances, w^hen four of the con-: 
federate provinces were manifeftly enter- 
ing into . a confpiracy againft Holland, ?tr 
would be fafe to carry on any deliberations » 
in company with the deputies of thofe pro- 
Tinces, or expedient even to permit fuch^ 
deputies to continue to meet within the ter-* 
ritory of the province." 

As it was obvioufly eflential to the inte- 
refts of the Patriots, that the States Gene- 
ral fliould continue at the Hague, where^ 
the members of that affembly were necef- 
farily influenced by the fear of expofing 
their perfons and their properties, and were 
confequcntly lefs inclined to adopt a vigo- 
rous fyftem of conduct, it is probable that 
this violent meafure was only intended to 
intimidate and embarrafs. In fa<a, it was 
foon followed by a new plan of concilia- 
tion, 
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ti6n, with which the Patriots amufed their 
adverfaries, in hopes of gaining time to dif- 
band or reduce the army j after which they 
hoped to carry their point by means of the 
free-corps, who now amounted to about 
twenty thoufand men, and whom they 
were forming into regiments . And as they 
found that the execution of their defigns 
was always fubjedt to be retarded by the 
dilatory forms infeparable from the Dutch 
government, it was determined to delegate 
the executive power of the province to a 
fpecial board, who fhould be enabled to ex- 
ercife it with greater efFed: and adlivity . For 
this purpofe the States of Holland, on the 
lath of June, appointed a committee, 
coniifting of five members, whom they in- 
vefted with almoft dictatorial authority. 
Their affembly was eftablifhed at Woer- 
den, where they could conveniently fuper- 
intend the operations of the troops in the 
Cordon^ which extended on one fide 
through Krdnenburg, Wefep, and Mui- 
den to Gertruydenberg, and on the othcr^ 
through Oudewater, Iffelftein, and Vianon, 

ta 
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to Gorcum. The members to whom thisi 
important commiflion was intrufted werc^ 
perfonally fo infignificant, that they were 
apparently chofen only as inftruments in 
the hands of the Rhingravc, and accord- 
ingly one of the firft adls of their authority 
was to confer on that officer the poll of 
commander in chief of the free-corps, and 
other troops in garrifon at Utrecht. 

After thefe exertions, the Patriots would 
have had little apprchenfion concerning 
the final iflue of the conteft, had its deci-» 
fion been referred folely to the internal 
forces of the republic ; but, ^s foreign 
powers were highly interefted in the event, 
it was neceflary to their fafety, that they 
fhould receive from France the moft une- 
quivocal affurances of fupport and dilift- 
ance. They were told by the French am- 
baiTador, that his court was determined to 
defend them to the laft extremity, but 
that from the long duration of their dif- 
putes» the jealoufy of other nations was 
awakened; that France, as the ally of the 

republic. 
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republic, could only interfere with pro*^ 
priety when called upon by the republic ; 
and that it depended upon her party, by 
fpeedy and vigorous exertions, to procure 
for her fuch a pretext, as might juftify her 
oftenfible interference. They therefore 
now determined by another effort, toat-> 
tempt the recovery of their influence in 
the affembly of the States Gerteral. This 
might be done in two ways. The province 
of Utrecht was fo divided, that its vote* 
if it could not be fecured by the Fad:ion, 
might be rendered inefficient. Friefland 
might be recovered through the influence 
of the monied intereft in that province. In 
this cafe, the provinces of , Guelderland 
and Zealand would be left in a decided mi^ 
nority, and the Patriots would govern the 
republic under the forms of the confti^ 
tution. 

If this (hould fail, it was determined to 
procure, if poflible, by means of the free- 
corps, a new ejedtion of deputies in all the 
adverfe provinces; to form thefe into a 

diftind: 
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diftin<a affembly of delegates ; and to con* 
fider them as the legal reprefentatives of 
the republic. 

In purfuance of thefe plans an affemblf 
was convened at Utrecht, on the 15th of 
June j three new deputies were chofen, and 
received into the affembly of the States 
General as reprefentatives of the province, 
by means of the prefident of the week, 
whofe cafting vote had been fecured by the 
Patriots : and notwithftanding the oppofi- 
tion of the former deputies, aided by thofe 
of Guelderland and Zealand, the new ma- 
jority proceeded to refcind all the late refo- 
lutions of the States General. On the next 
day, however, the Council of State and 
Chamber of Accounts, entered their pro- 
tefts againft the informality of this prp- 
ceeding; and on the 1 8th, in confequenc^ 
of frefti inftrud:ions, tranfmitted from 
Friefland to their deputies, the former re- 
prefentatives of the province of Utrecht 
were reinftated, and tranquillity again re- 
jftored to the affembly. 

In 
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lii the mean time, the conmijjion of Jive 
^ftabliflied at Woerden, proceeded to ex*- 
fercife in its utmoft extent, the great power 
with which they were in veiled. They 
profcribed as deferters, all the officers and 
foldiers . who had returned to their allegi*- 
ance to the States General ; they feized aU 
the paflage boats on the Maes, the Lek, 
^nd the Rhine; they dlfmiffed the Caftellan 
qf Woerden, and took poffeffion of the 
xraftle, and encouraged the free-corps in 
the commiffion of every fpecies of violence* 
The tountil of deputies complained, that 
their authority was entirely fuperfeded by 
this new and defpotic commiffion j the 
States General exclaimed againft the inter* 
ruption of all internal commerce; and qyen 
the Patriots themfelves began to be alarm-* 
^d by the infolence of the volunteers, an4 
difgufted by the haughtinefs of the Rhin^ 
^rave; Thefe circumllanc^s, added to the 
ill-fuccefe of the attempt on the States Ge- 
neral, and to' the unfatisfkcSdty language ot 
tha .French ambaf&fdfflr; who now cont- 
. temi:^ himfdf with bffeidng the mediation 
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«^ his court, in lieu of that rbilitary aid 
vriiich was neceflary to the fu^ceis o£ their 
meafiices, inducdl ^ PenfioAa^s to fufv 
lend their operations ; ^ a iie>w plan of 
jHidfics^on wis hreiigbt fom^i by Cyz* 
laer and 2^eebergen, and tranfinitled to the 
Prince of Oraitge. 

Wiult the Patriots were thus dii&tisfied 
with each othert and with the court of 
Verfailks, the cxerticma of the Stadthold?* 
rian party affiftcd by the Englilh miniflcr, 
had not btfen unfiiccefsful. About three 
thoufand of the troop* had been reftorcd ta 
the State* Generd ; the four friendly pro- 
vinces began to unhte in a foUd plan of uni- 
on > and a ftrong oppofition had been fet 
on foot within the province of Holland, by 
means of the Equeftrian order, and the fe* 
ven fmaller towns. But though the future 
profpcias of the Orange party were ixw- 
proved, the dilbefs of the country was in- 
creafed, and th« tyranny of theWoerdea 
^oflvniffioners becBsne every day morein- 
tdewblc; Th^ Englilh minifter. popular 
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ti^ he was^ had been unable to ififpire tlie 
members of the States Genital with that 
fpirit of cnterprize, by which his owa 
mind was animated, or to induce them tQ 
€Oi^operate with foreign powers for theif 
own prefcrvation. It was to be feared that 
this fupinexiefs at a moment when the peo-^ 
pie were incenfed almoft to defperation^ 
and every where inclined to revolt, might 
be attended with the moft fatal confequen«^ 
ces. Under thefe circumftances the Prin^ 
cefs of Orange determined to repair to the 
Hague; and endeavour by her prefence to 
ftop the farther progrefs of public diforder^ 

The journey was fixed for the 28th of 
June J and the few friends who were in?- 
trufted with the fecret, repaired on the 
evening of that day to thtHoufe in the wood^ 
where, after waiting many hours in a ftate 
of the utmoft fufpenfe and anxiety, they 
received an account that her Royal High- 
nefs had been flopped Hear Haeflrecht by 
a detadiment of free^corps, acting under 
the orders of the commiffion of Woerden, 
N a and 



( i8o ) 
and had been removed under a guard M 
Schoonhoven. From this report the inha* 
bitants of the Hague received the firft inti- 
mation of the Princefs*s intended journey. 
All particulars were unknown. It was un* 
certain whether fhe was not flill a prifoner, 
and this uncertainty filled the minds of the 
people with alarm and conflernation. 
They waited in filence andfolicitude for the 
confultations of the States General, and 
^xpedted from the reprefentatives of the 
republic, the fignal to attempt a refcue. 
But their High Mightineffes were not yet 
rouzed from their apathy. They contentr 
ed themfelves with exprefling their difap- 
probation of the infult offered to her Rd}'al 
Highnefs 5 the people funk into defpon- 
dencc; and the States of Holland , encouraged 
by the pufillanimity of their adverfaries, 
boldly approved the detention of the Prin- 
cefs, and took that opportunity of extolling 
the attention (hewn by the Woerden comr 
miffioners, to the prefervation of order and 
tranc^uillity within the province* 

When 
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r When the particulars of this extraordi- 
nary aflFair became public, they exhibited 
in the moft advantageous light, the firm- 
nefs and intrepidity of her Royal High- 
nefs. She had been ftopped between 
Schoonhoven and' Gouda, at about five 
o'clock ; had been long detained) in her car- 
riage* fiirrounded- by' the ^free-corps ; and 
was then conveyed to a place called Goer- 
JUn^verisfe/Ie'-S/uysj where fhe * remained 
itn&ly guarded during four- hours, before 
Ihe received a vifit from the commiffion- 
ers of Woerden. Even by them Ihe was 
atfirfl: treated as a prifoner^'and was inter- 
rogated on the motives of her journey in 
prefence of the.oflRcer of free-<:orps, who 
had conftantly continued in the room fince 
her firft detention : but the dignity of her 
behaviour foon awed them into refpedt and 
civility, and they retired from her pre- 
fence, abalhed and difconcerted. The 
Princefs was then at her own requefl: re- 
condudted to Schoonhoven, where Ihe ar- 
rived at eleven o'clock at night. From 
hence (he wrote to the States General and 
N 3 to 
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to the Stated of Holland, to explain the 
motives of her intended journey i at tibc 
fame time compkinii^ in dignified, though 
moderate terms, of the treatment Ihe had 
received ; but finding that rtiere was no 
profped: of her obtaining permifiion from 
the States of Holland to proceed to tho 
Hzgac, (he fet off pn the joth for Nime^ 
guen, where (he Mriv^d in the aft^rinoon J 
and was received with a degree of joy 
proportioned to t)^ fe^$ odc«|iaoied by hec 
detention. 

The States of Holland now proceeded to 
take fuch farther meafiires as thej pre-< 
tended to think ncoefikrjr to the fafirty: of 
their province. A body of two hundred 
free-corps was Rationed at this Hague r all 
axidreffcs and petitions in oppofition to the 
mcafurcs of the prefcnt governmeijt were 
declared to be feditious ; and certain po-* 
pular ballads and tu^ss, whkfahad hecn 
formerly compofed in praife of the Houfc 
of Orange, were ffeidly prohibited. But 
the tyrants of the people were thcmiclves 
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kept ia lutpje^^n hy the |i#fumeii(ss of 
d»ir (AefpQtifm. Thi frpt-coi^ pubr 
liflied adedamtiQBt dating^ thait it w;^ 
their inteotioQ to do tjbemf^y^s ju^ce 
i^eacYiertlicy iho:uI<l^«ggriev$d; they 
difperfed in fmall bodies over the provi]ice,t 
difarmed the burghers , depofed the re«« 
gmtks and thfeat€»ed the eneinies of their 
caufe wi^ ru^i and n^aflacre; and the 
States of liolUnd were obliged to £ubmit 
tOt and countemmce thefe enormities. 
Thsk "whok authority was now delegated 
to the c;omm|ifioners of Woerden, and 
dirough <^» to the Rhingrave , who feems 
U> have entertained hopes of appropriating 
to iumielfi all the privileges which were 
iatraedjT pdTejSed by the Houfe of Orange. * 

In the provinces, however, the ftate of 
parties was very different. In Guelder- 
Isold and Zealand, the Fa<ftion was com- 
pletely vanquifhed ; and at Fluihing, the 
Patriotic ms^iftrates having failed in an 
attenspt toieducethe town, were treated 
with^^ery ipecies of infult and indignity 
N 4 by 
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by the populace. In Utrecht, the' town! 
of Wyck, which had fet the example of 
rebellion to the reft of the provinces^ fur- 
I'endered without firing a gun, to the army 
under the command of the Prince pf 
Orange, 

> 
At the fame time, the language of the 
court of Verfailles was by no means fatis-- 
faftory to the Patriots; M. de Montmo- 
rin contented himfelf with offering his 
good offices and mediation, from which 
little danger was apprehended by the O- 
tange party, becaufe Sir James Harris had 
received the fulleft afTurances from his 
friends in the provinces, that they would 
never confent to fuch a meafure, unlefs his 
court (hould think fit to accede, as a party, 
to the mediation. On the other hand, the 
King of Pruflia was ferioufly bent on ob- 
taining for his fifter, a full and honourable 
reparation of the infult offered to her 
by the Patriots, and had determined to 
employ the moft effectual means for that 
purpofe, A memorial on this fubjeiSt had 

been 
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%eeh prefented to the States General, and 
'States of Holland, on the loth of July, by 
M. de Thulemeyer, and this was farther 
inforced on the 1 3th. The Patriots there- 
fore, were fully feiifiblc that they were me- 
naced with a ftorm which it would be ex- 
•tremely difficult to avert or refill ; but ais 
they ftiil flattered themfelves with the 
"hopes of afliftance from France, they pre- 
pared to meet the Conteft with coilMge, and 
<letermined to merit the interference of that 
court in their favour/ ... 

► Accordingly,; at the beginning' of Auf* 
gufl:, a camp for four thoufand frce^orps 
wasirabed out half-way between Utrecht 
and. the Hague : and various contra<Sls we^e 
centered into for ther fupply of hQxks and 
Jhay. It was refolved in the States pf Holr 
land to recruit the army ,on their repar- 
tition, fo as to complete the number o£ 
twenty thoufand efF^<9:ive men j to add 
to thefe as foon as poflibje, five thou- 
fand more, whom it was propofed to 
,Je»y in France, and tranfport by the way 

of 
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of Dunkirk 1 to raife the new corps of 
M^tha^ Siembacbf and Meyern^ amoynting 
ID all to two thouiand five hundred ; and 
to add five hundred to the Rhingiave's 
Jegicm, hy which means the army of the 
{nrovince would be iacreafed to thirty tHou- 
:£iQd naten.. Brepaiations were made ^ 
Naarden and Woerden, to overflow th^ 
<a5imtry. An arfenal near Woerdw^ be- 
lofl^igtothe States Oener^l was f^isized by 
0tder of the CQmmiflioi»Mr$, and the arms 
were diftributed to t)|e free-corps. Th? 
number of thefe volunteers was daily in« 
oeafed by the continual influx of adwn« 
tuiei9, who anived fcom all quarters, and 
particularly from France, to ofi^ their fefi* 
vices to the Patiiots* £tm0aries were 
fentintoFrieflaiid to attempt the recovery 
t)f that province j after which it was de-- 
-fertfiindd to try, as ibon as'poffiUe, the 
noftiinationof a counter a^mbly4>f States 
General, to meet under the prote^ion of 
'^ fireiB^eorps* 

On 
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' Onthe i9d&of Auguih various iletacli- 
ments of thefe troops from Woerden and 
Ley den, amounting to fourteen hundred 
men, commanded by French officers, ar- 
med with four pieces of caiulon at Vorf^ 
choptea, la v^m^ge, diftaiM: *beut five milef 
fxopi the Hague. The couocil of depu^ 
lips, wll^o were then, fittings immediately 
ordered out two pickets, one to ihe csn* 
tran^ of the wood »eax the town, aodaft^ 
pther to Ry fwick, to ^defend <he svedu^fi 5 
hot th^ ;g^wi6 wete^ on the next <Jay,re- 
wiQVftd hy order of <iie States <rf ^H^aed^ 
On fhe aift, the free-^rps Hjwjcljed t0 
Delft, a94. f^mmon€4 that towji^ which 
immediately furrendered. Here they turn- . 
fid Q\4 all the f egcnts who were fuppofed 
to be well affibdfodto the Onmge party, and 
feized the ajrfenal and magazine of f^Q»f^ 
4er, 1>oth<»f which beloiiged to the Staib^ 
fieneraU vad were the moft confideohie 
magasin^^ in the proviftce^ On the even* 
mg of th$ fame day, they detached iifty 
of jtfeeir hodyj with twO pieces t>f <:aaoosi 
to the Hj^?*»e, where th^y were admitted 

without 
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Tnlthoiit oppofition, by order of ihe 
States. 

On the a4th, the body affembled at 
Delft was increafed by various reinforce- 
ments to two thoufand, who daily iffued 
out in fmall parties, and plundered the 
neighbouring villages. Another body of 
fourteen hundred were difperfed in North 
Holland. The Half-wegen S/K^yj*, between 
Amfterdam and Haarlem, was occupied by a 
party of three hundred, who received or- 
ders in cafe of an attack, to break the 
iluice, whereby they might overflow the 
country, almoft to the gates of the Hague. 

While thefe operations were carried on 
within the province of Holland, the Pa- 
triotic p4rty inFriefland were not unfucceiT- 
ful. They began by gaining poffeffion of 
Franeken, which they immediately for- 
tified, and from thence detached, on the 
31ft of Auguft, a body of three hundred 
men, who feized the important poll of 
Makhum, by which they fccured a com- 
munication 
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tnuhication by water with the city of Am^ 
fterdam, and at the fame time commanded 
the principal fluices of the province. 

After this fuccefs, the commiffioners of 
Woerden were enabled to complete their 
plan for the defence of the province. They 
determined to abandon all that traiSt of land 
comprehended between the rivers Mae$ 
and Waal, and the countries of the Gene'^ 
rality ; to rtmove the garrifons from Hue/^ 
den J Gertruydenbcrg^ and Klundert; and to 
eftablilh the two extreme points of their 
defence at Gorcum and Naarden. They 
ordered a dyke to be thrown acrofs the 
Linze^ which at Gorcum flows into the 
Maes, in order to overflow the interval 
between Gorcum and Darlem ; and they 
proposed to cover with water a large tradt 
of meadow called the Lies^veldty in order 
to protedt Schoonhoven and Ouderwatcr. 

Although the .French ambaflador re- 
ceived his letters, of recall before the end of 
Auguft, and though he publicly declared it 

to 
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to be tKe wife o£ his court, that a proper 
fetisfadion ihould be given to the King of 
Prulfia,. neither the courage of the Patriots; 
nor their expedations of affiftance front 
France, appeared to decreafe fill neiur the 
tniddk of September. It fhoidd feenl 
therefore, that the private afllirances of Mn 
de Verac, as well as thofe of M. Bourgoin^ 
by whom he was . fuperfeded, were ex« 
tremely different from their public profef- 
£ons. In fad, the court of Veriailleshad 
{pared no pains in order to divert the King 
of Prufliafrom the piofecution of his pur« 
pofe : they had endeavoured by the ihoft 
moderate and conciliatory language, to 
draw the courts of London and Berlin into 
a negotiation, on the fubjed of the claims 
brought forward by the two parties in the 
irepublic ; and as the ieafon was now far 
advanced, they were perhaps juftified in 
hoping, that before fudi a difcuilion could 
be terminated, their party would become 
completely triumphant, and the Stkdt- 
holder be effedually cut off from all hopes 
»f external affiftance. 

Indeed 
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indeed it was evident, that any delay <ni 
tlie part of the King of Pruifia would be 
attended with very difagreeable confe«- 
quences to the friends of the Stadtholder* 
After the admiflion of the free-corps at the 
Hague, the fituation of its inhabitants be* 
csime extremely infecure, and the pillage 
of the town was hourly apprehended^ It 
was reported, that the council of war, 
-compofed of the chiefs of the free-corps, 
who were. affembled at Amfterdam^ had de* 
termined to feize and detain as hoflages, for 
their own fecurity, all the principal friends 
of the Qrange party* Even the houfe of 
the Englifli minifter was frequently threat- 
ened j and it was fuppofed, that his public 
charader would prove a very infufiicient 
.fafeguard in the moment of general licentt-- 
oufnefs and confufion. The other foreign 
initiifters rcfident aft the Hague, though 
l]efs expofed to danger, thought it ncceffary 
to concur in a, nou veria/e, requiring the 
prote&ion of the government. The or** 
^rs 6f the States Gaieral were wholly 
<iiifregafded, and it k piobaWe tiiat tht 

members 
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fkiember? of that affembly would foon haVd 
been reduced to the neceffity of transfefw 
ring their meetings from the Hagtie to the 
Briel, the only ftrong poft in the province 
which was ftill pofleffed by the Orange 
party. It was defended by a garrifon of 
four hundred Swifs troops, and about three 
hundred well-afFcdled armed burghers, and 
it might have deceived fpeedy and efFedlu^ 
fuccours from England. This meafure» 
however, was rendered unncceflary by the 
fubfequent revolution* 

In the mean time, the Britifh cabiriel! 
had moft ably perfevered in the fyftera 
which they had adopted at the folicitatioa 
of their minifter at the Hague. Their 
language to the court of Verfailks had 
been firm and dignified j and by their in-* 
ftrudions to Mr, Ewart at Berlin, they 
had enabled that adive negotiator, to do 
iaway the mifreprefentations of the French 
j)arty, and to confirm his Pruflian majefty 
in that line of condu(3:, to which he was £9 
ftrongly inclinedg from a juft fenfeof .h«^ 

owa 
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'owh dignity, and from his tender alfec^ 
tion for the Princefs of Orange, An army 
equally formidable from its numbers, 
from its difcipline, and from the extraor-*. 
xlinary abilities of its commander, was af^ 
iembled in the duchy of Cleves, under the 
orders of the Duke of Brunfwick, who in 
the beginning of Auguft, repaired to Ni- 
meguen, in order to concert with the 
Prince of Orange, the plan of future ope* 
rations^ M. de Thulemeyer, when he 
prefented, on the 6th of Auguft, a pointed , 
memorial requiring a proper fatisfadlion 
for the infult offered to the Princefs of 
Orange, was diredted to notify to the States 
General the confent of the King his maf* 
ter, to concur with Great Britain in a joint 
mediation, for the purpofe of finally adjuft-* 
ing the difputes between the two parties in 
the republic. At the fame time," the mif- 
fion of Mr. Grenville, who was fuppofed 
to poflefs, and was known to deferve the 
entire confidence of Mr. Pitt, was confi- 
dered as a ftill ftronger proof of the concert 
fubfifting between the. courts of London 
O and 
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and Berlin, and of their anxious concent 
for the interefts of the United Provinces. 
The letters of M. deRheede, the Dutch 
xniniiler at Berlin» confirming theife difpo^* 
£tions, produced aviiible difcouragemene 
among the Patriots, and perhaps contri* 
buted to prevent the final fufpenfion of the 
Stadtholder, which was agitated in the 
States of Holland on the 9th of Auguft. 
A memorial prefented about the fame time 
by Sir James Harris, containing an offer 
ef meiiiation from his court, and the al*^ 
moft immediate acceptance of that niedia- 
tion by the provinces of Zealand, GueU 
derland, and Utrecht, flill farther ipcreafed 
the embarraiTment of the Faction ; but as 
they continued to rely on the aiRflance oi 
France, and were encouraged by the late- 
nefs of the feafon, by the flrength of their 
country^ and by the precautions taken for 
its defence, they perfevered to the laft i» 
refufing to accept the terms oflfered by 
the. King of Pruflia* 



The 
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. The airmy of the Duke o( Brunfwick 
ifleftlblcd at Wefel, on the ad of Sep- 
tember; on the 8th, a note verbale was 
prefented by M* de Thulettieyer, who at 
the fame time infifted on an anfwer 
Within the term of four days, and ac* 
cordingly on the loth and nth, this pa* 
per was taken into confideration by the 
States of Holland* 

The language of the Patriots upon this 
occafion was ftill firm and decifive. Fan 
Berkel declared, " That the note of the 
King of Pniflia was too infulting to de- 
. ferve any confideration, and fliould only 
be anfwered by filent contempt. That 
every real Patriot muft have too much 
confidence in the jufticc of his caufe, and 
in the protedtion of providence, to fub- 
fcribe to fuch humiliating conditions* 
That the city of Amfterdam would not 
even deliberate concerning the acceptance 
of terms, fo injurious to a fovereign* 
He trufted, that thofc who had fecretly ex- 
cited the diflcntions, and aggravated the 
O a mifcries 
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miferies of their country, would ulti- 
mately become the vidims of their per- 
fidy. The condudt of the States of Hol- 
land, he faid, had been blamelefs^becaufe 
it had been neceflary. He therefore ad- 
vifed them to communicate the King of 
Pruflia's note to his Moil Chriftian Ma- 
jefty ; and to requeft his protc6tion againft 
the tyrannical and defpotic defigns of the 
court of Berlin/' Gyzlaer exprefled him- 
felf nearly in the fame terms. His col- 
league, Roo de Wejlmaas declared, •• That 
a fovereign ftate could never confent io 
make excufes to the wife of its firft fer- 
vant.** Zeebergen alfo held the fame 
language ; and in fine, it was determined 
by the majority to anfwer, "That the 
States could not enter into any delibera- 
tion on the points mentioned by M. de 
Thulemeyer in his note, but that they 
confented to fend two deputies to Berlin, 
to inform his majefty of the erroneous 
ftatement which had been made to him on 
the fubjed of the obftacles that had pre- 
vented 
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Vented the profecution of the Princefs's 
journey to the Hague." 

On the loth, M. de Verac quitted 
the Hague; and on the 13th the Duke 
of Brunfwick, being juftly diffatisfied 
with the anfwer tranfmitted from the 
States of Holland, put his army in mo- 
tion, and entered the territories of the re- 
public. A detachment of about three 
thoufand men began their march towards 
Zutphen, in their way to Overyffel and 
Gfonin'gen ; while the main army, confift- 
ing of about eighteen thoufand, entered 
the province of Gueldcrland in three co- 
lumns, two of which, under the Generals 
Lottum and Gaudi, lencamped near Arn- 
hem ; and the third, commanded by the 
Duke in pcrfon, croffed the Waal at Ni- 
meguen, and encamped near Lend. On 
the next day, the Duke advanced as far as 
Tiel ; on the 1 6th, he marched to Afpe- 
ren ; and on the morning of the 17th, to 
Gorcum ; where the garrifon, after firing 
a few fhots, furrendered themfelves pri- 
O 3 foners 
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foners of war. Of the other two columns^ 
the firft, which was commanded by Ge- 
neral Lottum, advanced on the 14th to 
Lunteren ; on the 15th to Amersfort; and 
on the 16th to Hilverfum, a village in the 
neighbourhood of Naarden. The fecond 
column, under the command of General 
Gaudi, was formed into. two divifions, one 
of which having crc^ed the Leek near Am- 
hem, they proceeded on both banks of that 
river towards Nieuport. At the approach 
of this columiy, the Patriots, on the i6th 
abandoned Vianen, the Vaartt and the city 
©f Utrecht, and that whole province fur*» 
rendered to the Pruflians. 

On this day» the altercations in the af^ 
{embly of the States of Holland were long 
and violent. The three penfionaries did 
not venture to appear at the meeting, but 
it was propofed by their friends, that in 
confequence of the expofed fituation of the 
Hague, the aflembly fliould be transferred 
toAmflerdam; and that in order to re->^ 
tard the progrefs of the Pruflian army,. 

the 
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idle Dutch guards (hould be fcnt to rein- 
force the garrifon of Gorcum. This laft 
prapofal was Hopped by the Equeftrian 
order, who infifled on taking it ad referent 
dutn % and the farther confideration of the 
other was poftponed to a future day. On 
the 17th, the Equeftrian order propofed,- 
that fatisfadtion (hould be given to the 
I^rincefs, and that the Prince of Orange, 
fliould be invited to the Hague : but al- 
though this was accompanied by the moft 
preffing folicitations from the States Ge- 
fierali and though an account of the fur- 
render of Gorcum reached the Hague on 
the fame evening, nothing was concluded 
till the following day, when the States of 
Holland, after repealing their various edicts 
againft the Prince of Orange, and confent- 
ing to difband the free-corps, at length ac- 
quiefced in the propofal of the Equeftrian 
order. 

This itaeafure indeed could no longer be 

delayed with fafety. The States General, 

as foon as they learnt that Utrecht was 

O 4 abandoned. 



{ ^^ ) 
abandoned, had recovered their fpirits, and 
refumed their authority. They rejected 
with the utmoft contempt a letter from the 
Patriotic regents at Franeken ; authorized- 
the Stadtholder to fend troops to the aft^ 
liftance of the legal States of Overyflel; re- 
commended to that affembly, tograntafree 
paffage through their territory to the Pruf-^ 
iian troops ; and iffued the ftridtcfl: orders 
in the countries of the Generality ^ to ftop 
all recruits for the Patriotic army. They 
had likewife direded, that the Hague 
Ihould be put in a proper ftate of defence ; 
in confequence of which, the free-corp& 
had immediately difperfed, and had aban- 
doned their arms, th^ir colours, and their 
artillery. 

The Hague now exhibited a fcene of 
univerfal exultation. The churches were 
all decorated with orange banners; the. 
houfes with feftoons of flowers; and every 
individual thought it neceffary to wear 
fome badge of this favourite colour. The 
flreets were filled with multitudes of 

people, 
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people, finging their famous ballad in ho- 
nour of the Stadtholdcr ; and congratulat- 
ing each other on his joyful rcftoration* 
The mufquets of the free-corps were dif- 
charged, and their colours torn by the po- 
pulace, before the windows of Sir James 
•Harris's hotel. Wherever this niinifter 
appeared, he was welcomed by the peo- 
ple, with loud and repeated acclamations; 
and thofe who could approach, his. carriage^ 
preffed forward to fcatter orange flowears 
on him, and to teftify by their exprefliv,e, 
though incoherent exclamations, the grati- 
tude they felt for his fpirited and.perfe- 
vering exertions in their favour. At the 
fame time, his houfe was .filled with the 
moft valuable efFeds of thofe who, from 
theii:: condud: during the late troubles, 
were apprehenfive of being expofed to 
pillage. The populace, however, coa- 
tented themfelves with breaking a few 
windows, and demcdifhing fome furni- 
ture belonging to the ifetriots : and in a 
Ihort time tranquillity and good order were 
Cpmpletely re-eftabliflied. 

On 



* Oii the aoth, the Prince of Orange aiw 
cived at the Hague : he was met at a fmall 
diftance from the town, by the corps of 
Orange burghers, by whom he was drawA 
through the ftreets in triumph. On hisar« 
rival at the palace, he received deputa* 
tions from the different colleges in the re- 
public, and was formally reinftatcd in all 
the privileges of which he had been dif* 
poffeffed. The States of Holland voted 
imanimoufly , a congratulatory addrefs ; and 
on the next day, refcindcd their refolu^ 
tion of applying to France for afliftancet 
and paiTed a vote to notify to that court, 
the reftoration of the Stadtholderate, and the 
termination of all difputes in the republict 
It was remarkable, that this meafure was 
propofed by the town of Dort, which had 
been fo long diftinguifhed by its violent 
oppofition to the Stadtholdcr. On the 
«4th, the Princefs of Orange made hei 
entry, in the fame manner as the Prince 
her hufband, excepting that her carriage 
was drawn by women* 
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/ In the mean time, the Pruflianarmy had 
been uniformly fuccefsful. The Patriotsi 
menaced on one fide by the friends of 
the Orange party, and on the other by the 
Pruffians, abandoned town after town, and 
from all quarters retreated to Amfterdam. 
Colonel Matha .indeed had made a fliew 
of defending Naarden, but the authority of 
the Woerden commiffioners, under whont 
he afted, being annihilated by the revolui 
tion, and orders having been iflued by the 
Statejs of Holland, to all their governors^ 
to give free admiflion to the Pruflian 
troops, this town, as well as Wefep, was 
furrendered. Ontheayth, the Patriots eva^ 
cuated Franekeii, fo that tranquillity wasf 
reftorcd in the provinces of Overyffel and 
Groningen, and unanimity in the affembly 
of the States General. On the fame day, 
a deputation from Amfterdam arrived, 
with propofals for an accommodation, at 
the Duke of Brunfwick's head-quarters at 
Ldnmyden, and an armiftice of three days 
was agreed on for the purpofe of conclude 
log the negoti^on; but the Patriots were- 

not 
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not yet difpofed to accept the terms of- 
fered by the King of Pruffia, fo that at 
the expiration of the truce, matters were 
once more referred to the decifion of the 
fword. 

The confidence of the Patriots at this 
time, will appear lefs extraordinary, if we 
confider the ftrength of their defences, 
which were apparently capable of refitting 
all that courage and difcipline, and military 
(kill could efFe<St againft them. The city 
of Amfterdam is protected on its north- 
ern fide by the Zuyder-Zee ; at a fmall 
diftance to the weft, is the Haarlem-lake ^ 
and the fritermediate country is a morafs, at 
all times impaffable, excepting by perfons 
on foot, provided with the means of crdfT- 
ing the numerous ditches, by which the 
meadows are always furroundcd, and of- 
ten interfered. At this time too, the 
whole country was covered with water. 
The city therefore, could only be ap- 
proached by means of the roads whidb run 
along the tops of the dykes, and are fix in 

number* 
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number. The firft road is that of Haar- 
lem, which enters the city from the weft : 
the fecondj from the fouth-weft runs, 
through the village of Amftelveen : the 
third, from the fouth through Ouderkirk z 
the fourth, through Abooude andtheDuy-. 
vendregter-brug : the fifth, from the 
Ibuth-eaft, by Wefep and the Diemer- 
brug ; and the laft, from the eaft, pafTes 
through the town of Muyden, which is re-i 
gularly fortified. 

Thefe roads are in many places fo nar- 
row, that only one piece of artillery could 
be employed by an attacking army, againft 
fuch works as might be raifed on them. 
It was therefore obvious, that by choofing 
proper pofts, it would not be difficuh tQ 
keep the affailants at a diftance, and pre- 
vent the bombardment of the city. The 
pofition taken by the Patriots for this pur- 
pofe was as follows : 

On the Haarlem road, they had occupied 
theftrong poft of Half- wegen-fluys, where 

the 
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the communication between the HaarlexiAi^ 
lake, and the Ye is prevented by large 
flood-*gales, over which the roid paiTes* 
A ftrong battery appeared to render this 
poft perfeftly impregnable on the fide of 
Amfterdam: and a variety of trenches > 
abbattis, and batteries, protected it on the 
lide of Haarlem, where ^ attack was 
principally apprehended : befides which » 
lay opening the lluice, an inundation might 
have been produced, which would have 
flooded the whole country, almoft as far as 
the Hague. The fecond poft was that of 
Amftelveen, diftant about two leagues fronl 
the city, on the road to Alphen* The 
head of this village was fortified by a bat* 
tery of four guns, which raked the dyke ; 
in front were feveral rows of palifades and 
abbattisj and the dyke was cut through 
in many places. A number of field-pieces 
on the dyke leading to Anderwyck, were 
fo difpofed as to flank any attack in front* 
Behind the village were feven traverfes 
thrown up at fmall diftances on the dyke, 
with trenches between them, and at^bout 

half. 
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lialf-way between Amlielveen andOver- 
toom» (a village at the difjance of an Eng- 
lilh mile from Amfterdam) was another 
complete battery of three gunsr, palifaded 
and otherwife fortified, fo as to be impreg- j 
nable by ftorra. The third poft of the Pa- 
triots was at Ouderkirk, at the diftance of 
a Abort league to the eaftward of Amftel- 
Veen. The four dykes by which it could 
be approached, were all fortified with the 
fame care as thofe above mentioned. The 
fourth pofl:, at Duyvendi-egter-brug, and the 
fifth at Diemer-brug, were equally ftrong : 
and Muyden, the fixth, completed the line 
of defence, which extended about feven- 
teen Englifh miles. On the Zuyder-Zee, 
were ftationed many armed veffels, to pre- 
vent any attack which might have been at- 
tempted by an embarkation from Naarden* 
Such was the pofition of the Patriots on 
the 30th of September. 

The Duke of Brunfwick, having recon- 
noitred the fituation of the enemy, was con- 
vinced. 
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'Vinced, that a diredl attack could not beat* 
tended with fuccefs : at the fame time^ the 
armed veffels on the Zuyder-Zee, and the 
inundation of the country, rendered it im- 
poffible to turn any of the pofts on their 
kft, or in their centfe: he determined, 
therefore, to diftradt their attention by a 
general aflault in front, endeavour to turn 
the village of Amftelveen, and at the fame 
time attempt to furprife the poft at Half- 
wegen. 

The Patriots having negledled the Haaf-* 
lem-lake, the Duke did not fail to take ad-^ 
vantage of their inattention. On the 30th 
of September, at ten o'clock at night, a 
body of eight hundr.ed men, deftined to 
attack the Half-wegen-fluys, w^ere em** 
barked on board of thirty fmall veffels at 
Aalfmeer, and landed nearSloten* Here 
they left about three hundred men to fecure - 
their retreat, and proceeding by Ooftdorp, 
arrived before day-light at the poft of 
Half-wegen, which they completely fur- 

prifed 
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pVifed without fufFering any lofs. A French 
officer, and about tWerity French artillery-* 
men were nfiade prifoners. 

At the fame time> a fecond detachment 
of feven hundred men failed from Aalf- 
meer to the head of the Nieuwe-meer, 
and having landed on the meadows 
in the rear of the enemy's works at Amftel- 
vcen, waited for the fignal of attack* 
About three hundred men who were Jike- 
• wifedeftihed to gain the rear of thefe works^ 
marched from Aalfmeer, along a narrow 
foot-path, and arrived within a fhort 
diftance of the main road. The Duke> 
with three battalions, a corps of Jagers, 
and a detachment of huffars, advanced 
early in the morning in front of Amftel- 
veen, and by means of wool-facks, efta* 
bliftied a long fix-pounder in battery, at the 
diflance of about eight hundred yards from 
that of the enemy. 

At five o'clock in the morning, of the 

iftof Odober, three guns were fired at 

intervals of ten feconds, and this fignal, 

P for 
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for a general attack was repeated by a <Jif*- 
charge of cannon and mufquetiy by the 
different corps* The body of feven hun- 
dred men which had difembarked at the 
head of the Nieuwe-meer, pufhed for- 
ward till they reached the great road- from 
Amftelveen : three hundred took poft to 
oppofe any fally from the city, and the re- 
mainder advanced towards the battery in 
the rear of Amftelveen . On their way they 
furprifed many of the enemy, who were 
repairing to their alarm-ppfts, from the 
houfes along the road* Before they reached 
the battery, they were joined by the co- 
lumn which had marched by the foot-way 
from Aalfmeer, and had furprifed a bat- 
tery of one gun that commanded their 
path. Both columns now puftied forward, 
and drove the enemy from the main bat* 
tery, and from the feven traverfes, quite 
into the village. At this moment, by fome 
miftake of orders, the troops were flop- 
ped in the midft of their fuccefs, and or- 
dered to halt at the laft traverfe, for more 
than four hours j during which time, the 

enemy 
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enemy having- brought forward two fix- 
pounders from the village, iirceflantly cah^ 
nonaded them with grape and cannifter* 
At Icn^h the Pruffians were ordered to at- 
tack the village, and fucceeded ; the Pa- 
triots abandoned gun after gun, and houfe 
after houfe, and at length fled in difbrder 
toti^ards Ouderkirk. 

Diuring the long interval of fufpenfe, 
which had been occafioned by the above- 
mentioned mif-^pprehenfion of orders, the 
Puke of Brunfwick had perfevered in the 
attack in front., which he knew to be fruit- 
lefs, and had been expofed to the greatefl 
perfonal danger: fortunately, however, the 
fire of the enemy was fo ill direded, that the 
Pruffians, in elevfen different affaults, which 
took place on this memorable day, loft no 
more than one hundred and fifty privates, 
and four officers. 

The fate of the Patriots was now de- 
cided. The pofts of Amftelveen and 
Half-wegen being taken, the other out- 
P a pofts 
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pofts were no longer tenable, and the city 
of Amfterdam was at the mercy of the^ 
conqueror. On the next day, therefore, 
deputies were fent to the Duke to propofe 
terms of capitulation : on the 6th, the re-» 
prefentatives of the town took their feats 
in the aflerably of the States of Holland, 
and agreed unconditionally to all the refo- 
lutions which had been pafled fince the 
1 8th of September; und on the loth, the 
city was furrendered by capitulation. The 
magiftrates who had been forced upon the 
town by means of the free-corps, were 
immediately difmiffed; the expelled re- 
gents reinftated in their former authority i 
and a garrifon of between two and three 
thoufand men, was at their requeft or- 
dered into the town ; the free-corps were 
difarmed, and it was agreed, that the fe- 
ventcen obnoxious perfons, of whom a 
lift had been tranfmitted by the Princefs to 
the States of Holland, Ihould be declared 
incapable of ever ferving the republic. 

The 
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The revolution was now complete; arid 
ito time was loft in purfuing fuch mea- * 
fures as might tend to infure its duration. 
The States of Holland, in confequence df 
petitions from the different towns, autho- 
rized the Prince of Orange to appoint a 
commiffion for the purpofe of new-modet- 
:ling all the regencies in the province; iti 
confequence of which, thofe who wexte 
difafFeAed to the ne^jf government^ wei«e 
difmiffed from their employmejlts, and 
thus difabled from troubling the public 
tranquillity. A new form of oath, con- 
taining a more precife recognition of the 
Stadtholderate, as an effential part of the 
the conftitution, was prefcribed to the ma- 
giftrates. It was propofed to the different 
provinces, that they Ihould mutually gua- 
rantee to each other the form of govern- 
ment now eftablilhed : and this important 
refolution, which has lince been pafTed, 
gnd in virtue pf which, the whole force of 
ithe confederacy may be direded againfl 
gny province which Ihall in future attempt 
to inpovate on the principles of the Union, 

fcems 
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ieems to have given to the Datclicoiiflitu-* 
tioiT as much ftabili^ as it is capatde of 
l^eiving. At the fame time, all ^tempts 
to diihirb the domeftic tranquillity of the 
fepublic, by means of any foreign interfe- 
rence, appear to be effedually guarded 
againft by the treaties of alliance, ivfaich 
^e States General have concluded with 
the courts of London and BerHn, and by 
the dofe union tha^ fubfifts between thofe 
two important powers. 
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